
Hiawatha Middle 
School’s varsity 
football team ended 
the season strong 
bringing home 
the title of League 
Champions. Congrats 
to the players and 
coaches! 

Middle school sports teams celebrate  
winning seasons, athletes
Although COVID-19, at times, hampered 
the seasons for USD 415 athletes, the 
Hiawatha Middle School varsity football 
team still managed to accomplish 
something no other HMS team before it 
had in 23 years – winning the Big 7 League 
championship. 

While the football team had no positive 
COVID cases, the road to victory included 
a rescheduled game and a cancelled 
one – a common scenario throughout all 
Hiawatha’s fall sports.

Despite these setbacks, a unique set of 
qualities catapulted this year’s team to a 
58-8 win over Royal Valley Middle School. 

“We had strengths in all phases of the 
game,” said Ben Kettler, HMS activities 
director. “A team might have a great 
line with not many skill position players 
or great skill position players without 
as much of a line. This was one of those 
years when it all came together. We 
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had hardworking, talented players at all 
positions.”

Curt Weldon, head HMS football coach, 
also commended the team’s commitment 
and perseverance. 

“We have so many individuals who have 
worked their tails off since early June to 
make this dream come true, and I could 
not be more proud of these young men 
and their success on and off the field,” he 
said. “They are just a great group of young 
men to be around.” 

Tyler Willich, varsity quarterback, added: 
“As a team we all were friends. There 
was never any fighting, and we all stayed 
together to win games. Our offense and 
defense both were just clicking on both 
sides of the ball this year.”

However, the football team was not 
the only one to see success during this 
unusual fall sports season. 
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Griswold is also working with the business community to provide 
students with internships, job shadowing opportunities, guest 
speakers, college and business visits, and other career and 
leadership development opportunities. Students also will have 
the opportunity to participate in local and statewide events, and 
some may attend a national event in Washington, D.C. 

“I think it is a good experience for all students, and will help 
later in life, whether it is getting the job you always wanted – or 
even just as simple 
as graduating high 
school,” said Riley 
Gibbs, ninth grade.

Fred Razor, 10th 
grade, added: “Ms. 
Griswold does a 
great job at helping 
us with maturity 
and being responsible. This class has given us the opportunity 
to prepare us to be successful in the workforce and I’m grateful 
that I am able to have this experience.”

And the work with her students won’t end once they leave 
Griswold’s classroom.

“I will maintain contact with students throughout the summer 
months and, most notably, continue to work with students 
past high school,” she said. “The unique 12-month, follow-
up program allows me to continue providing support and 
encouragement to the student for the first year after graduation. 
Being a part of the JAG-K ‘family’ opens doors that other 
students may not typically get, such as scholarships and job 
opportunities.” 

Superintendent’s message
As I write today, the weather has turned considerably cooler and we have just 
completed our fall sports season and first quarter. 

If you recall, we started the school year a bit later than in previous years. While 
we are still in the infancy of the 2020-21 school year, our journey started in the 
summer with a much-needed design phase to prepare for the logistical, health 
and learning changes cast upon us. While there have been several challenges 
along the way, those planning efforts have proven valuable.

Rather than focusing on those challenges, I want to share some positives taking 
place in our schools. These “wins” may be dissimilar to those in typical years, but they are still important. 

With the emphasis on limiting the spread of the virus, we can point to our own mitigation efforts across 
the district, with the most noticeable difference being the facial appearance of our school family. Students, 
personnel and even visitors to events have done an admirable job of complying with the mask mandate. Our 
thermal cameras at each school also have been effective and even seamless in their operation. Plus, several new 
cleaning protocols have become the norm. 

Logistically, our schools have adapted admirably to the constraints presented by new health guidelines and the 
virus, itself. Student movement patterns have been adjusted. Meal locations and schedules have been altered. 
Rooms have been rearranged. Few non-educators will ever be able to fully understand the depth and disruptive 
nature of all these changes.    

Our student athletes had successful fall seasons. There were middle school league championships and all-
league and all-state performances at the high school. As always, the greatest successes came from the 
opportunities to develop, belong and compete. 

USD 415 educators and staff have demonstrated true professionalism with their efforts to learn, grow and 
adapt daily. They’ve persisted in order to provide the best learning opportunities regardless of the format. 
They’ve adjusted their routines and culture to respond to the current context and inherent challenges. 

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge the spirit of these times. These are indeed tough times marked by uncertainty 
and occasional dysfunction and disruptions to our norms. These will continue to some degree, and there will 
be bumps, roadblocks and even detours on our road. Still, I see a great spirit of cooperation in our schools and 
community. As we continue the second quarter and wrap up 2020, that spirit and the knowledge more wins are 
forthcoming hold immense promise.  

Lonnie Moser, Superintendent

JAG-K program prepares students to be successful  
after high school

Dec. 11 | High 
School Senior 
Night, 7 p.m.  
With the uncertainty of not 
completing a full season, USD 415 
will recognize its seniors early who 
participate in winter sports and 
activities. These include boys and 
girls basketball, dance, forensics, 
and Scholars Bowl. 

Nov. 25-27 |  
Thanksgiving Break, 
No School
The district will close for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, with school 
resuming Monday, Nov. 30. We wish 
the entire USD 415 family - students, 
parents, teachers and staff - a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

SAVE 
THE 

DATE

To help Hiawatha High School 
students succeed in the next chapter 
of their lives, this fall, the district 
began offering a new program 
through a partnership with Jobs for 
America’s Graduates-Kansas (JAG-K). 

The evidence-based program – which 
is a state affiliate of the national JAG 
program network – will help students 
explore various career opportunities 
and practice soft skills to help 
them prepare to transition to post-
secondary education, military service 
or into the workforce following their 
graduation. 

“JAG-K is an in-school, elective class 
that provides individual and group 
instruction, using the competency-
based JAG National Curriculum,” said 
Kelly Griswold, HHS career specialist. 
“As the career specialist, I teach 
students employability skills and 
career and leadership development 
skills and help them with academic 
remediation.” 

During their class time, students also 
participate in Career Association, 
which provides opportunities for 
leadership, community service, 
career exploration and on-site job 
shadowing experiences.

Nov. 23 | National 
Honor Society 
Inductions, 6 p.m.  
Hiawatha High School will recognize 
this year’s National Honor Society 
students who demonstrate 
excellence in the areas of scholarship, 
leadership, service and character in a 
special induction ceremony. 
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The custodian team at Hiawatha 
Elementary School works diligently 

to keep the building clean, so 
students and staff stay safe and 

healthy. We appreciate you!
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The seventh-grade varsity volleyball team went 
undefeated for the season and won the Big 7 League 
tournament, and the eighth-grade team finished 
seeded third going into the tournament. 

“They have spent several years playing together in 
the youth leagues and that has helped,” Kettler said. 
“There were several times they would get down a 
game and fight back for a win. They never gave up.” 

Additionally, two cross country runners – Laura Lierz 
and Alex Madsen – were the Big 7 League champions 
for the seventh-grade girls and boys divisions. 

“I’m really lucky to have great coaching staffs for 
all of our middle school athletics,” Kettler said. “I 
also believe the work these kids have put in with 
youth programs and summer weights has positively 
impacted these programs.” 

The Hiawatha High School 
Administrative and Office staff 

got into the Halloween spirit 
on costume day.


