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Dear Staff, Students, and Families: 
 
As I write this update, cases of Covid-19 are increasing in our community and a small number of our students and staff 
have been diagnosed with the virus.  We are following the Maine Department of Education and Center for Disease 
Control Guidelines to safely operate our schools.  According to Dr. Nirav Shah, head of the Maine CDC, there has been 
very little evidence of transmission within schools over the past two months. This is a sign that safety measures schools 
are taking, including wearing masks and physical distancing, are working.  He went on to say that the number of cases 
detected in schools is a direct reflection of the level of transmission in the community.  The best way to keep schools open 
and safe is to control the overall level of community transmission.  We can do this by adopting all of the basic practices 
that slow the spread of this virus including wearing face coverings in public, washing our hands frequently, keeping a 
physical distance of six feet, and avoiding gatherings and close contact with people outside of our household.  The more 
we take these precautions the slower the virus will spread allowing us to keep our schools and the economy open. 
       
In preparation for this school year we created plans for educating students either in person, a hybrid of in person and 
remote or fully remote.  The decision of which option we use is based on the Maine CDC health advisory system that 
determines the risk in each county and our ability to implement health measures to safely operate schools.  When we 
began the school year both Penobscot and Somerset County were designated green which indicates that in-school 
education is safe, although we chose to begin the school year under a hybrid plan to assure our ability to implement health 
measures.  Since then Somerset County has been designated yellow and we have continued our hybrid model.  Even with 
our plans and health measures there are circumstances which could cause us to switch to all remote at any time. 
 
We all have a very important role to play in ensuring our success. Families of students and staff should use the Covid-19 
pre-screening tool before attending school each day.  If you have had a fever in the past 24 hours, feel sick with any of the 
common symptoms, or have been in close contact with someone who has Covid-19, you should stay home from school.  If 
you travel outside of the State you should follow the quarantine requirements upon return.  If you are awaiting the results 
of a test, please stay home. 
 
When a case of Covid-19 is identified among students or staff we will conduct contact tracing with assistance from the 
Maine CDC.  This involves identifying and notifying people who have had close contact with the infected individual.  To 
protect patient privacy, their identity may not be revealed.  You will receive instructions on how to quarantine, get a test 
and care for yourself if you get sick.  
 
This is a tough time for all of us.  As we enter into the holiday season, colder months, and move indoors, it will be as 
important as ever to practice all of the safety measures that we know will help keep us all safe and healthy.  The Maine 
Department of Education has provided this guidance as we plan our holiday celebrations; please click on the link: 
https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5le.... 
 
Our staff, students and families are amazing. You are truly resilient for doing what is necessary to keep our cases low 
during this pandemic.  This will be an ever changing time and we will do our best to keep you updated, informed and safe. 
 
If at any time you have questions, please reach out to one of our school nurses, an administrator or our central office.  
 
Regards, 
 
Mike Hammer, Superintendent 

https://mailchi.mp/maine/cu5lemq6y0-1322276?e=7cf0eadc1d



