
November 22, 2020       Pastor Andy McClellan 

Series: “How’s Your Attitude?”   

Title: “My Attitude about My Life”     Philippians 1:12-26 

Scripture Reading:  Philippians 1:12-26 (ESV) 

 
Outline:  

 
1. My life has been appointed to serve the ______________, not myself, vv. 12-18 

(cf. vv. 5, 27; Matthew 5:14; Mark 13:10; Acts 1:8, 20:24; 2 Corinthians 4:4-5; 1 
Thessalonians 3:1; 2 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 Peter 1:1). 
  

2. If I die, I ______________a far better life with Jesus, vv. 19, 21-23  
(cf. 3:8; Romans 14:8; 2 Cor. 5:8; Colossians 3:4; Hebrews 11:13-16). 
  

3. If I live, it is to bring ______________to Christ, both in myself and others, vv. 20-22, 24-26  
(cf. 14, 19; Genesis 1:27; Isaiah 43:7; Matthew 5:16; Rom. 14:8; 1 Cor. 10:31; Ephesians 
1:12; Col. 1:16). 

 
 

Death is a topic that can strike fear in anyone’s mind, but especially in children.  
And yet, in Philippians 1:21, Paul says, “to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  In 
an age-appropriate way, discuss with your children why living for Christ is gain, 
but why dying for a Christian is also gain.  Use passages such as Philippians 

1:21-23; John 11:25-26; 14:1-4, Revelation 21:1-4.  For further help, consider Heaven for Kids by 
Randy Alcorn (ISBN: 1414310404; www.store.epm.org).  
 
 
FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 
 

1. Paul was given a unique appointment by God to be an Apostle and New Testament writer.  
However, we have all been appointed or "put" somewhere by God to serve the Gospel of 
Christ in some way.  Where and to whom has God appointed you?  Make a list of the people 
in your circle of influence (neighborhood, workplace, school, etc.) who need to hear the 
Good News about Jesus.  Pray that God would use you to advance the Gospel in their lives, 
and brainstorm ways to create opportunities to interact with them this holiday season. 
 

2. In Phil. 1:17, Paul writes that some are preaching the Gospel "out of selfish ambition" and a 
desire to hurt Paul while he's in prison.  His response to that in v. 18 (NIV) is "But what does 
it matter?"  Why would Paul say that?  What was more important to him than being 
afflicted?  How was God using even their "selfish ambition" against Paul for His glory?  How 
might God be using an affliction (ex. COVID?) or a difficult person in your life for His glory 
and the advancement of the Gospel? 

http://www.store.epm.org/


3. Read Phil. 1:18-26.  In v. 20, Paul states that his expectation and hope is that, "now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body whether by life or by death."  How do we honor 
Christ in our "life," and how do we honor Christ in our "death"?  Another way to say it is, 
"How do we live our lives so that our lives are clearly not our treasure, but that Christ is our 
treasure?"  Or this, "How do we use the blessings that God has given us to show that the 
blessings are not our treasure, but that Christ is our treasure?"    
   

4. It is probably easy for a Christian to verbally acknowledge that dying and going to heaven to 
be with Jesus is gain (cf. Phil. 1:21).  However, if you were honest, have you ever feared 
leaving this earth and going to heaven?  If so, why is it scary for you?  What do you fear 
losing?  If not, what is it about heaven that is so appealing to you?  Read Hebrews 11:13-16.  
Before we can truly value heaven, what is one thing we have to believe first (see the second 
part of v. 13)?  How would our lives be different here if we viewed ourselves as strangers in 
this world? 

 
NEXT WEEK: “Our Attitude in Suffering” – Philippians 1:27-30 
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