
 

 

February 21, 2012       7:00-9:31 p.m.      Regular Board Meeting          Junior High Shared  Common Area 
  
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Carla Doxey.  Trustees 
Dianne Burke, Allen Lake, Bill Hodges and Michelle Bashor; Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Dr. 
Rory Weishaar, Judy McKay, Cynthia Worrall; Technology Director Mark McMurray; Vice 
Principal/Activities & Athletics Director Nate, Fry; and District Clerk Cindy McMurray were also 
present.  Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

I.  Call to Order 
 
 
 
II.  Pledge of  

Allegiance 
 

--(1) Devin Armstrong was recognized for his speech to the Freshman class in regards to 
people with disabilities and not squandering their lives. (2) Dalene Normand, Kathy Gaul & 
Susan Dansie were recognized for obtaining a grant over $7000 for Indian Education for All 
instruction. (3) Jane Jacko was recognized for the Madrigal dinner she spearheaded.  She 
thanked Deena Putnam & Jeanette Block for their part in the dinner. (4) Susan Dansie was 
recognized for teaching Japanese origami during her off time on weekends. (5) Jim Stanicar 
was recognized for taking his personal time to meet with students at the lecture series at the 
University of Montana. 
 

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 

--Vice Chair Carla Doxey noted that the item was open to the public for comments about items 
not on the agenda and would be limited to no more than three minutes.  Public Evan Jordan 
recognized Supt. Randy Cline for the graceful letter of thanks he wrote to Stevensville for their 
wonderful treatment of one of students. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--Principal Cindy Worrall provided an update on the PTSA by noting that a Carnival would be 
held this weekend (for fun) between 4-7 pm at the Elementary. 
--Allison Klocke provided an update to the High School Student Council.  She noted that they 
were doing a hot dog fundraiser, put a message on the doors between the auditorium, and are 
trying to get a local school student council meetings with Stevi, Loyola, and Hamilton again. 
 

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 
A. PTSA 
B. Student Council 
 

--Trustee Dianne Burke provided an update on her trip (under the National School Board 
Associations) to Washington, D.C. to work with national legislatures.  The first item was the 
status of the reauthorization of ESEA (No Child Left Behind).  Many states are requesting 
waivers to the increasing goal percentages.  Montana did not request a waiver this year.  It 
was also noted that many States have Charter schools which essentially siphon funds from 
public schools. The super committee of 14 members didn’t make any progress.  At this time 
there may be a 8% cut in Title funding that wouldn’t occur until January of next year.  It 
appears that Title and IDEA funding will be fading. 
 

VI. Staff Presentation 
 

--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of 1/17/12 & special 
board meetings 1/17/12 & 2/7/12; claims warrants for the month of January for $189,849.04; 
student hiring-None; & Resignations-None. Vice Chair Carla Doxey explained that the District 
is recording the meetings to provide backup documentation to ensure that they are accurate.  
District Clerk Cindy McMurray noted that Logan Fisher did not come to the Board to submit a 
petition for the Head Football coach, it was Bobby Urbaugh.  Trustee Dianne Burke noted that 
Debra Silk noted that if the District recorded the meeting, the recording were the official 
minutes.  Written minutes are also required.  District Clerk Cindy McMurray noted that was 
only the case if the Board designated that the recording were designated as the official 
minutes. At this point the written minutes will be the official minutes to be approved. Motion 
by Lake, seconded by Bashor, to approve the consent agenda with the 1/17/12 
amended as mentioned above. Trustee Bill Hodges asked Trustee Dianne Burke if the trip to 
Washington, D.C. was paid out of District funds or MTSBA funds.  She responded that the trip 
was paid out of MTSBA funds.  He also wondered why the District was paying a staff member 
mileage to take their car to the Ski hill when students went on field trips.  Supt. Randy Cline 
noted that he also took equipment in his truck that wouldn’t fit in the bus and the vehicle was 
available in case a student needed to be taken off of the hill due to injury. A question was 
asked why $8,452 was paid to Sweetwater Sound, Inc.  It was noted that this was money 
donated to the school by the Broncs Booster to improve the auditorium sound system. 
Unanimous (Unan)  
 
 

VII.Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 
B. Warrants 
C. Hire-student 

workers 
D. Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 



 

 

--Financial report for February 2011 with total expenditures for the month at $903,138.92. 
Trustee Bill Hodges questioned the verbiage in the Financial report about the District not 
making AYP.  If should’ve have mentioned that the district did not make AYP two years ago 
but that this still affects how Title monies can be spent on professional development. 
Discussion occurred in regards to the County Treasurer’s office being behind in monthly 
reconciliation. District Clerk Cindy McMurray reminded the Board that per their 
recommendation last year they wanted to go out for bid for an auditor for 2011-2012 and 
beyond. Vice Chair Carla Doxey noted that we had another winner (Allison Hendricks) this 
year for the MEC essay contest who has won a trip to Washington, DC. Motion by Lake, 
seconded by Hodges, to approve the Financial and Administrative reports.  Unan  

VIII.Reports 
A. Financial Report 
B. Administrative 

Reports 
1) K-4 
2) 5-6 
3) Junior High 
4) High School 
5) Technology 
6) Maintenance 
7) Superintendent 
8) Administrative 

Assistant 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that we have not received the preliminary budget information from 
the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) yet.  We are down an additional 16 students from the 
October count.  Over the past two to three years we have lost approximately 100 students.  
We should receive the information by 3/1/12.  Based on the Enrollment report he is hoping 
that the budget for next year will be very similar to this year’s budget.  Trustee Bill Hodges 
noted that discussion at the Federal level is to cut 10% in federal Title dollars.  This year the 
District received almost $250,000 in Title I monies.   The reduction on that would be $25,000. 
 

IX. Business 
A. Old 

1) Info/Discussion: 
FY13 Budget 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that the Extra-curricular Head Coach committee recommended 
Gypsy Ray as the Head Girls Volleyball coach and Kyle Rausch as the Head Football coach. 
He noted that included in the board review packet was information on possible ways to hire 
that came from the 2012 Human Resources Symposium.  The collective bargain contract with 
the FEA indicates that the extracurricular positions should first be noticed to the members (in-
house) and if the Board couldn’t find a member suitable outside candidates could be 
considered.  Vice Chair Carla Doxey wanted to know if the meeting was open and noticed to 
the public.  It was noted that they were.  She also wondered if there were notes from the 
meeting and access to the answers from the candidates.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that the 
members of the committee were in attendance, any notes that they had on their sheets were 
not collected for public review and they could answer any questions she might have. Trustee 
Allen Lake noted that he did not vote as a committee member of the Head Football position.  
Therefore, he would vote on with the Board.  Trustee Michelle Bashor noted that she voted on 
the committee so would abstain from the vote on the Board for the Head Girls Volleyball 
position.  Athletic/Activities Director Nate Fry noted that he was pleased with the larger 
committee.  The groups provided a large input of ideas which generated a broad spectrum of 
questions. The student member did not have voting rights. 
   In regards to the Head Volleyball position Gypsy Ray provided a handout on her philosophy 
with experience playing in High School & College with coaching experience at the High School 
and AAU level.  The consensus of the committee was unanimous in hiring Gypsy Ray.  
Trustee Bill Hodges wondered if the District had gone out to find prospective candidates.  Nate 
Fry noted that there was another candidate who was originally interested in Florence but 
wasn’t willing to drive.   Motion by Burke, seconded by Hodges, to hire Gypsy Ray as the 
Head Girls Volleyball coach for 2012-2013.  Hodges, Doxey, Burke, Lake voted aye.  
Bashor abstained.  Motion carried.  
   Athletic/Activities Director Nate Fry noted that the process was the same for the Head 
Football coach position. The interview took about 45 minutes with each committee member 
sharing their opinion after the interview.  The vote was unanimous amongst the voting 
members.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that Mr. Rausch had 7 years of assistant coaching at 
Butte Central as well as assistant coaching experience at Frenchtown.  He grew up in 
Frenchtown.  Trustee Dianne Burke asked Mr. Fry why he thought there was only one in-
house candidate.  Mr. Fry noted that it was hard to say.  The job takes a lot of time not only in 
coaching but in organizing and inventorying all of the equipment.  In addition, it is essentially a 
year-round job what with the summer camps.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Lake, to hire 
Kyle Rausch as the 2012-2013 Head Football coach.  Jeri Delys noted the positive things 
she saw in Mr. Rausch while she was on the committee: (1) His passion to lead the program, 
(2) His desire to communicate with the students as well as the coaches, (3) His intent to lead 
the team in a positive direction, (4) His ability to work with the student since he is also a staff 

B.  New 
1) Review/Action: 

Hiring Coaches 



 

 

member and (5) the fact that he already had worked up a schedule for next year.  Rod Paskey 
noted that he has known Mr. Rausch since he was a little boy.  He noted that has been a 
student of the game every day of his life.  He believes that he would do an excellent job given 
the opportunity.  Dave Peterson has been a long-time supporter of Frenchtown.  He noted that 
Mr. Rausch had 16 ½ year of competition in football and was with the Frenchtown team when 
it made the playoffs in 1993.  He feels that Mr. Rausch has the background, pedigree, etc. to 
do a great job.   Trustee Allen Lake noted that he was pleased to hear that Mr. Rausch wasn’t 
a one sport coach.  He had noted in the interview that he wanted to see the students 
participating in as many sports as possible.  He mentioned that his life time goal has been to 
teach at Frenchtown and be the Head Football coach.  Athletic/Activities Director Nate Fry told 
the Board that the student on the committee, Logan Fisher, responded to Mr. Rausch’s 
passion and wanted to go out and play football right after the interview.  Lake & Burke voted 
aye.  Doxey, Bashor & Hodges voted nay.  Motion failed. 
 
-- Supt. Randy Cline requested that the Board add a JH Volleyball coach for safety, 
supervision and coaching reasons.  Fifty-seven girls turned out this year.  In JH students are 
not cut.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Hodges, to hire an additional JH Volleyball 
coach.  Unan 
 

2) Review/Action: 
Approve 
additional JH 
GVB coach 

-- Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring Julie Little & Mary Kettering as substitute teachers 
and Sherry Gray as a para professional. Motion by Hodges, seconded by Bashor, to hire 
the individuals as recommended.  Unan 
 

3) Review/Action: 
Hiring Staff 

-- Supt. Randy Cline noted that the MTSBA dues and insurance were $6555 this year and 
would be $6307 for next year.  It was also noted that the District saved more in Unemployment 
and Workers Compensation through the MTSBA programs than the cost of the dues and 
insurance. Trustee Bill Hodges asked if this was still true.  District Clerk Cindy McMurray 
noted that the Workers Compensation premiums had actually gone done dramatically this past 
year.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Bashor, to approve the MTSBA dues and 
insurance for 2012-2013.  Unan 
 

4) Review/Action: 
MTSBA dues 
and insurance 
for 2012-2013  

-- Supt. Randy Cline and District Clerk Cindy McMurray noted that Western States insurance 
is proposing a 3 year agreement in regards to Property and Liability premiums with the 
District. The agreement would be to not increase the premiums more than 6% each year for 
2013-2016.  The current premium is approximately $84,000.  Trustee Bill Hodges asked if we 
could get more bids to see where this would put us.  Motion by Hodges, seconded by 
Burke, to table this item until the next board meeting.  Unan 
 

5) Review/Action: 
District Property 
& Liability 
Insurance 
agreement  

-- Supt. Randy Cline noted that the District closed school on 1/19/12. The State allows a 
District to close school for one day due to unforeseen circumstances without a loss in 
revenue.  Motion by Lake, seconded by Bashor, to approve the closure of school on 
1/19/12 due to unforeseen circumstances. Discussion occurred in regards to the effect of 
not making up the day on the students.   Unan 
 

6) Review/Action: 
School Closure 
due to 
Unforeseen 
Circumstances  

-- District Clerk Cindy McMurray noted that the County Elections Office needs to know before 
3/15/12 whether the District is going to have an election on May 8, 2012.  There are four 
trustee positions open: 3 – 3 year positions and 1 – 2 year position.  On the Resolution there 
is a note that a Levy may be on the Election but the Board has until 3/29/12 to make a 
decision whether that is their intent and to indicate the amount.  Motion by Burke, seconded 
by Hodges, to approve Resolution 202112-1 as listed.  Discussion on mail ballots 
occurred. Unan 
 

7) Info/Discussion: 
School Election 
Resolution  

8:50-9:00 p.m. 
 

BREAK 

--Supt. Randy Cline went over the second reading for revised Board policies: 1400, 2510, 
3120, 3612P, 5140, 5450, and 5500.  The Policy committee is still working on policies 5310 & 
5328.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Hodges, to approve policies 1400, 2510, 3120, 
3612P, 5140, 5450, and 5500.  Unan 
 
 

X.  Policy Review 



 

 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted that there were updates in the Elementary & High School but not in 
the Junior High.  

XI.  Update on 
Progress      
toward District 
Goals for 2011-
2012 

 
Policy-None. Insurance-None. Negotiations/Labor Relations-The committee has met with the 
FEA and mainly have gone over rules. They are waiting on money issues until more 
information is received from OPI.  Transportation-None. Safety-None.  Facilities & Building 
Committee-The committee met and when over logistical problems with the track.  Library 
Committee-None.  Curriculum-Trustee Allen Lake noted that the biggest thing going on this 
year is implementing the Common Core standards this year.  
 

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--The District received a thank you letter from Judy McKay for flowers sent to her.   The Board 
received a letter from the Frenchtown Education Association (FEA) concerning public attacks 
on teaching and coaching staff, not following the complaint process and having public 
evaluations all of which don’t follow board policy and/or the FEA master contract. Chair Stella 
Van Loh’s letter of response is included in correspondence to the FEA’s letter. A letter of 
request was sent to the board from the Frenchtown Classified Association (FCA) to schedule 
the first negotiation meeting.  Blackfoot Telephone Cooperative sent three letters to notify the 
Frenchtown Intermediate School, Frenchtown Junior High School and the Frenchtown High 
School of their awards for the 2012 EEE (Electronic Educational Equipment Program) grants. 
A letter from Debbie Lester providing her views on why the newsletter should continue to be 
mailed out in regards to recent board discussion on changing distribution. Information from the 
International Wildlife Media Center & Film Festival was received on their upcoming 35

th
 

anniversary.  
   

XIII.Correspondence 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline recognized Stevensville HS and their tremendous treatment of one of our 
students at a recent Basketball game at Stevensville.  Dr. Rory Weishaar recognized the 
winter sports; Arran & Allen Lake for working on the stage props; Allison Hendricks for her 
winning the MEC essay contest and her trip to Washington, DC; Eamon Thomasson for being 
a finalist in the National Merit Scholarship program; and Vanessa Gibson for taking over a 
meeting without missing a beat when the technology went bad.  Carla Doxey recognized the 
JH students involved in Youth Sing (Emily Everett, Brianna Daniels, Kaia Roberge, Shelby 
Svilar, Laci Willett, Cora Jo Boultinghouse, Brooke Yarnall, Jamie McNally, Madison Merritt, 
Natalie Bova, Amanda Hutchings, Jon Blanchard, Cody Graves, Cameron Hughes, Wyatt 
Gordon, Jacob Price, Keith Clark, & Gavin Woodruff);  she also recognized the excellent job 
done during Seniors Night and wanted to thank those responsible for it; Mrs. McKenzie was 
recognized for all of the challenges she faces at the school; Kelsey Philpott-Litzenberger was 
recognized for winning the Celebrate American History essay contest with an essay on “War 
of 1812”; and Anders Holmquist, Kaia Roberge, Jamie McNally & Jon Kuka were recognized 
for being selected to participate in the 2012 Five Valley Honor Band. Randy Cline noted that 
Dalene & Dennis Normand obtained a grant for Living History.  Dalene noted that she would 
use the equipment a lot in reading and math.   

 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

Adjourned at 9:31 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved       March 20, 2012               Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Stella Van Loh   /s/ Cindy L. McMurray 
Chair, Board of Trustees  District Clerk 
 


