
 

November 20, 2020 

BV Schools Families, 

I hope as you prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday, you are able to find those things that bring you peace and you 
find even small measures of gratitude.  On behalf of the BV Schools Staff, we are thankful for the privilege of 
working together with you as we serve the children of this community.  

I want to take this opportunity to also emphasize there is no change in the district’s position or plan of “every 
student, every day” whenever possible.  All schools will be in-person after Thanksgiving; there is no plan to 
shift to AM/PM or remote learning the week after Thanksgiving.  This is an intentional decision.  We  recognize 
Salida School District has chosen a different path forward with a shift to remote learning the week after break.  We 
will continue to use our effective strategy of strong mitigation in our buildings along with targeted quarantine to 
support our community in reducing transmission.  

While not recommended, we  understand families or individuals may need to travel or interact with extended 
family/friends over Thanksgiving and there may be increased risk of transmission for those who do.  There is a 
recommendation in our county for self-quarantine after travel, except for those who are a critical business/work 
flow.  Schools are identified as critical businesses and so staff are an exception to this self-quarantine.  Families 
who travel and decide to self-quarantine will do so as “absences” and we will work with families as we do for 
typical absent students, not “remote learning.”   Your child’s teachers will work to provide make up work and 
needed practice and the office will record as excused absences.  

This letter is confirming with families the plan to return to in-person learning on November 30 recognizing, as we 
have since the opening of school, remote shifts may be needed for some. 

There is an emerging emphasis by the Governor and the State Board of Education for all school districts in 
Colorado to begin a return to in-person learning .   Because we have been in-person, our goal is to maintain that 
delivery of instruction and use remote as needed for targeted students.  Furthermore, the new guidance provided 
by CDPHE suggests that schools, in nearly all levels of the color dial, conduct in-person learning.  Even at the 
highest level of restriction, the “purple” level, in-person learning is stated “as appropriate.”  All information 
suggests school decisions will be left to the local level and there will not be an executive order from the Governor 
for mandated remote learning.  I have included links below with messaging related to the return to in-person 
learning.  In-person learning is certainly an on-going tension for schools during a time when there is also a surge in 
cases in our state and further restrictions/limitations to gatherings.  However, the principles guiding this include: 

● schools continue to not be an evidenced source of spread; 
● the most effective instruction is in-person; 
● in-person is the strongest strategy for meeting the whole-child needs of students and families; 
● it supports a community’s ability to return to an economic recovery.  

Daily, our nursing staff meets to monitor the county and school situation.  We meet with public health at least two 
times per week and work together when tracing cases in our schools.  Our nurses are tracking absences and 



staying in good contact with families.  Rest assured,  you have the highest quality health team surrounding your 
students.  

I will be communicating with families today, next Monday, and next Friday at the least.  If there are wide-spread 
quarantines impacting our staff and students, I will provide additional updates.  

May you find, even seek, the goodness in the days ahead.  

Lisa Yates 

 
Superintendent 
Buena Vista School District 
(O) 719.395.7005 
(M) 719.239.0435 
lyates@bvschools.org 
  
...ensuring every student reaches the peak of success by being curious, creative, connected, critically competent, 
constructive, collaborative, and character-centered. 

 RESOURCES: 

Colorado “Dial” by county and descriptors: 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial-dashboard  

Industry Graphic showing P-12 schools in-person as “suggested” at all levels through red: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wpq8MrsvtY0_jW07mWCLmVXtv4P_wFR2/view 

State Board Press Release regarding effort to return to in-person learning: 

https://mailchi.mp/cde/news-release-20201019-ctoywinner-583948?e=30edab3358 

 County Information: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wtFq6Y3ekvMSpOXt5mBfTFKQ4Qr-nSVb?usp=sharing 
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