
 

 

SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD MEETING NOTES  May 22, 2012   6:34-7:25 pm    Junior High Shared Common Area 

The Special School Board meeting was called to order by Chair John Mazzola.  Trustees Dianne Burke, Carla Doxey, Michele 
Bashor, Debbie Lester, Jami Romney FitzGerald and Teresa Teagle, Supt. Randy Cline, Principals Dr. Rory Weishaar, Judy 
McKay, and Cindy Worrall, Assistant Principal/Activities Director Nate Fry, and District Clerk Cindy McMurray were also present.  
Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The purpose of the meeting was to review/take action on the following: (1) early graduation request, (2) hire supervisory, 
administrative, and support staff for 2012-2013, (3) hire non-tenured certified staff for 2012-2013, (4) non-renew non-tenured staff 
for 2012-2013, (5) hiring, and (6) leave of absence for 2012-2013.  An additional purpose was to provide information/discussion for: 
(7) Frenchtown Education Association (FEA) & Frenchtown Classified Association (FCA) negotiations. 

Supt. Randy Cline noted that Briana Harris was requesting early graduation for the 2012-2013 school year.  Ms. Harris noted 
that she was hoping to start college in the spring of 2013 under the ROTC Navy program.  Her desire is to go into the Navy under 
medicine.  Dr. Weishaar recommended that her early graduation be approved and that she was an Honor student.  Board 
Discussion-none.  Public Discussion-Roxanne Drexler told Briana concerning her decision “Good for you.”  Motion by Burke, 
seconded by FitzGerald, to approve the early graduation request from Briana Harris for 2013.  Unanimous (Unan) 

Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring the following for the 2012-2013 school year: 7-12 Dean of Students-Nate Fry, 
Maintenance Supervisor-Brian Roberts, Food Supervisor-Deena Putnam, Transportation Supervisor-Marsha Dilworth, 
Administrative Secretary-Debbie Tholstrom, Deputy Clerk/Personnel Assistant-Susanne Johnston, Mechanic-Lloyd Kirchner, & 
part-time School Nurse-Kathy Weishaar.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Teagle, to approve the hiring as recommended by 
the Administration.  Board Discussion-none. Public discussion-Roxanne Drexler asked for the definition of “Dean of Students”.  

Supt. Randy Cline noted that a Dean of Students covers the supervision of the students.  Suzanne Butler asked if the Junior High 
office would be open all day with this position.  She was assured that it would be.  Valerie Ritter questioned whether the Board 
could change the results of a previous motion.  Supt. Randy Cline noted that the Board can rescind a motion; however this was a 
different position.  Discussion occurred on whether the Board receives all of the information that they need to make decisions.  
Dianne Burke noted that the new Board members have had board orientation and are aware that they can request information from 
the Administration so that they can do their due diligence. Trustee Debbie Lester noted that the new members did ask questions 
and that the previous vote for a different position wasn’t unanimous.  Roxanne Drexler noted she didn’t agree with the 
administration’s recommendation for the position and that she was concerned about the students. Burke, Mazzola, Lester, 
FitzGerald, & Teagle voted aye. Bashor voted nay.  Motion carried.  

Supt. Randy Cline recommended rehiring the following for the 2012-2013 school year:  Phil McLendon, Erika Martin, Lori 
Quinn & Chuad Johnson for tenure (offered their fourth consecutive contract) and Kris Kelly, Robyn Bevington, Ross Marquis, 
Michael Botsford, Michelle Petersen, & Stacey Hargesheimer for contract renewal. Motion by Bashor, seconded by Lester, to 
approve the hire the teachers for 2012-2013 as recommended by the Administration.  Board Discussion-none. Public 
discussion-none.  Unan 

Supt. Randy Cline recommended non-renewal for a non-tenured teacher, Nicole Crouch.  Motion by Burke, seconded by 
Bashor, to approve the non-renewal on Nicole Crouch without cause.  Board Comment-none. Public Comment-Trustee John 

Mazzola noted that Montana School Board Association does not recommend going into executive session since the 
recommendation to non-renew the non-tenured teacher is without cause.  Mike Botsford, letter from Cindy Babon, Chuad Johnson, 
Jane Jacko, Robin Dye, Roxanne Drexler, Suzanne Butler & Valerie Retter provided support in retaining Mrs. Crouch for another 
year.   Trustee Debbie Lester noted that the 1

st
 three years are the administrators’ window of opportunity to determine if a teacher 

should be given tenure or not.  She felt that if the teacher has been provided with coaching & mentoring she would feel comfortable 
with the administrator’s recommendation.  However if that hasn’t been done, then she would be less than comfortable about 
approving non-renewal.   Teagle & Bashor aye.  Burke, Mazzola, FitzGerald, & Lester nay.  Motion failed. 

Supt. Randy Cline recommended that hiring of:  Karen Indreland-Extended Summer paraprofessional, Ross Marquis & Brandy 
Houlihan-Summer Painters, Abram Duncan-Student Summer Grounds, No recommendation yet for two FHS Assistant Girls 
Volleyball coaches, & Discovery Camp coaches-Dalene Normand & Lane Long.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Lester, to 
approve the hiring as listed.  Unan 

Supt. Randy Cline noted that Julie Smiley-Langaunet was requesting a Leave of Absence for the 2012-2013 school year.  
Board Chair John Mazzola asked if Supt. Randy Cline agreed with granting the request.  Supt. Randy Cline said yes.  Motion by 
Burke, seconded by Lester, to approve the Leave of Absence request from Julie Smiley-Langaunet for the 2012-2013 
school year.  Board discussion-Discussion on the potential effect on the special needs students occurred.  Supt. Randy Cline 

noted that the District would hire a one year position.  Principal Judy McKay discussed the transition that would occur with Julie’s 
help.  Disruption should be minimal.  Unan 

Supt. Randy Cline noted that negotiations were stalled at the moment due to the new Board and money.  Supt. Randy Cline 
will set up meetings with the Frenchtown Education Association and get dates for the Frenchtown Classified Association too. 

Adjourned. 
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