
OCTOBER 25, 2011      7:00-9:07 p.m.   Regular Board Meeting          Junior High Shared  Common Area 
  
--The regular School board meeting was called to order by Chair Stella Van Loh.  Trustees 
Carla Doxey, Dianne Burke, Allen Lake, Bill Hodges, Michelle Bashor and Christine Hardy; 
Supt. Randy Cline; Principals Dr. Rory Weishaar, Judy McKay, Cynthia Worrall; and District 
Clerk Cindy McMurray were also present.  Meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

I.  Call to Order 
 
II.  Pledge of  

Allegiance 

--Board Chair Stella Van Loh recognized volunteer Jim Howard for helping to get the 
computers up and running at the beginning of the school year. 

III. Board Recognition- 
     Presentation 
 

--Public member Evan Jordan provided some historical information in regards to the Public 
Comment period.  Prior to the 1990’s there wasn’t such an item on the agenda. Through 
public request and Board action it was added and moved up to the front of the agenda.  This 
allows the public to participate in the Board meetings. 
 

IV. Public Comment 
     Period 
 

--None. 
--None. 
--Three of the ten foreign exchange students attending Frenchtown High School were 
introduced at this meeting: Giacomo Morongiu from Italy; Rodrigo Gama from Brazil; and Suvi 
Karttunen from Finland.  All expressed that they loved their foreign exchange families, new 
friends and Frenchtown High School.  Trustee Carla Doxey asked how they like the rural 
Frenchtown area.  The response was positive. 

V.  Individuals & 
     Delegations to  
     Address the Board 
A. PTSA 
B. Student Council 
C. Foreign Exchange 

Students 
 

--Teacher Merle Johnston and four members of the Frenchtown Academic Challenge team 
provided an update on their recent activities.  They are planning to attend a competition in 
Boise, Idaho (if approved by the Board) and the National Competition in Chicago again this 
year.  Last year their team was very young.  This year they have more experience and hope to 
do better. The first home competition will be at Frenchtown in November with 17 teams 
competing.  
 

VI. Staff Presentation 
 

--The consent agenda included: Minutes from regular board meeting of 9/20/11 & special 
board meetings 9/15 & 9/28; claims warrants for the month of September 2011 $173,591.53; 
student hiring-None; & Resignations-Elysa Stoker as Junior High Recess Aide. Motion by 
Hodges, seconded by Lake, to approve the consent agenda.  Unanimous (Unan)  

VII.Consent Agenda 
A. Minutes 
B. Warrants 
C. Hire-student 

workers 
D. Ratify letters of 

resignation 
 

--Financial report for September 2011 with total expenditures for the month at $803,777.28. 
Discussion occurred in regards to a fine which was paid to Montana High School Association.  
Supt. Randy Cline noted that meetings could not be held on Sundays.  A meeting was held 
and the District self-reported.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Hodges, to approve the 
Financial report.  Unan  

VIII.Reports 
A. Financial Report 
 
 
 

--Trustee Allen Lake asked about the Civil Rights Training.  Principal Judy McKay noted that 
this was a federal requirement under Free & Reduced Lunches to ensure that this information 
remains confidential.  Trustee Carla Doxey requested that information on assemblies and 
programs would be provided to the Board members in case they wanted to attend. Supt. 
Randy Cline will send this information on to the Board.  Board Chair, Stella Van Loh noted that 
potentially next year the Title I money which is being used this year for the 6

th
 grade will be 

available for the 1
st
 grade next year (This year’s current kindergarten that is four students over 

the accreditation standards.).  Trustee Carla Doxey asked Principal Cindy Worrall if Indian 
Education encompassed only those Indian groups in Montana or all over the nation. Principal 
Cindy Worrall noted that the instruction for all American Indian groups.  Board Chair Stella 
Van Loh noted that she attended the Owelus assembly and it was excellent and very well 
received by the students.  Trustee Allen Lake noted that the soccer fields looked top notch 
and the Class A state semi-finals soccer game was professionally done by FHS game 
administration.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Bashor, to approve the Administrative 
reports.  Unan 
 

B. Administrative 
Reports 
 
 

None IX. Business 
A. Old 
      



--Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring the following:  Dalene Normand as Gifted and 
Talented Coordinator for 2011-2012 and Jeff Putnam-Substitute bus driver, substitute 
custodian and substitute maintenance.   In addition he noted that a Public Notice to hire 
Teresa Johnson will be put in The Missoulian and the decision to hire her as a sub teacher will 
be brought up at a future board meeting due to Montana law.  Teresa Johnson is a relative of 
Board Chair Stella Van Loh.  Because of this, Public Notice must be provided to the public in 
advance of the board meeting for the motion to hire.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Lake, 
to hire Dalene Normand and Jeff Putnam as recommended by the administration above.  
Unan 
 

B.  New 
1) Review/Action: 

Hiring Staff 

-- Supt. Randy Cline recommended hiring Vickie Born Ropp as an Occupational Therapist for 
32 hours per week for 2011-2012.  Occupational Therapy Services are required by law for 
some students IEPs. Because the District did not make AYP two years ago, we are required to 
offer additional student instructional services per our Title I 2011-2012 grant.  Supt. Randy 
Cline is recommending hiring Sylvan Learning Center to provide these services.  Motion by 
Hodges, seconded by Burke, to approve the Independent Contracts with Vicki Born 
Ropp and Sylvan Learning for 2011-2012.  Unan 
 

2) Review/Action: 
Independent 
Contracts 

-- Supt. Randy Cline upon the recommendation by Principal Cindy Worrall is requesting that 
the Board allow the hire of an additional Kindergarten instructional paraprofessional.  Due to 
the last minute increase in the number of students enrolled in Kindergarten, the District does 
not meet Accreditation.  Discussion occurred on whether the District could turn away students.  
Supt. Randy Cline noted that the District can only turn away out-of-district students at this 
point in the school year.  Motion by Burke, seconded by Doxey, to approve advertising 
for a Kindergarten instructional paraprofessional.  Unan 
 

3) Review/Action: 
Add temporary 
Kindergarten 
paraprofessional 
position for 
2011-2012 

-- The Board indicated that they wished to move Agenda Item 5) before 4). For Item 4), see 
below. 

4) Review/Action: 
Set salary for 
School Nurse for 
the 2011-2012 
school year 
 

-- Supt. Randy Cline noted that the Negotiations committee, by a majority vote, recommended 
that salaries be frozen for administrators, supervisors and those employees not covered by a 
collective bargaining agreement.  His recommendation was to table this agenda item since 
precedence has allowed those staff members affected to meet with the negotiations 
committee individually. Discussion occurred in regards to the limited budget and the raises 
provided to the teachers. Motion by Doxey, seconded by Hodges, to freeze the salaries 
and rates of pay for the administrative and other administrative employees not covered 
by a bargaining union.  Further discussion occurred in regards to tabling this agenda time so 
as to provide these staff members the ability to talk to the negotiations committee.  Some of 
the board members felt this was waste of time because there wasn’t any money for any 
increases.  Public comment: (1) Roxanne Drexler indicated that there shouldn’t be any raises. 
(2) Evan Jordan indicated that the Board should extend the courtesy to the staff to at least talk 
to the staff.  Hodges, Bashor, Hardy, Doxey & Lake voted aye to freezing salaries.  Burke 
and Van Loh voted nay.  Motion carried. 
 

5) Review/Action: 
Set salary for 
administrators, 
supervisors and 
those 
employees not 
covered by a 
collective 
bargaining 
agreement 
 

--Supt. Randy Cline recommended a 1.61% increase for the District’s part-time School Nurse.  
This position is that of an employee.  The other District School Nurse position was hired as an 
Independent Contractor earlier this year.  Motion by Hodges, seconded by Doxey, to freeze 
the part-time school nurses salary for 2011-2012.  Van Loh, Doxey, Lake, Hardy, 
Bashor, & Hodges voted aye.  Burke voted nay.  Motion carried. 

4) Review/Action: 
Set salary for 
School Nurse for 
the 2011-2012 
school year 

 
8:17-8:22 p.m. BREAK 

 
--Supt. Randy Cline noted that there has been interest in changing the hiring dates for the fall 
coaches to December or January rather than waiting until the May or June board meetings.  
Although there are a few complications he was asking whether the Board wanted this brought 
up as an action item at the next regular board meeting.  Discussion occurred as to whether it 
was a good budget decision to hire prior to knowing the succeeding years budget, how 
evaluations are done, and the need for timely public comments for these sports.  Consensus 
was to make this an action item at the regular November board meeting.  

6) Info/Discussion: 
Timeline for 
hiring coaches/ 
sponsors 



 
--None. 
 

X.  Policy Review 

--Supt. Randy Cline noted the updated Goal information was provided in the board packet.  
Trustee Carla Doxey noted that there was at least one Board member at each building during 
parent teacher conferences.  Board Chair Stella Van Loh thanked Trustee Doxey for 
organizing this attendance.  Trustee Doxey also noted that the teachers and parents seemed 
to be happy to see the Board members at these conferences. Board Chair Stella Van Loh also 
noted the parents she met with at the Elementary and Intermediate School seemed pleased 
with the current goals for 2011-2012.  Other comments included: a desire to see additional 
structured art at the Elementary & Intermediate schools and potential ways for the District to 
save money in regards to heating, air conditioning and lighting.  A desire was also expressed 
by the parents to see an increase in the classes for Drivers Education.  Trustee Carla Doxey 
expressed the wish that the Board members could be at future parent teacher conferences. 
 

XI.  Update on 
Progress      
toward District 
Goals for 2011-
2012 

Policy-None Insurance-None Negotiations/Labor Relations-None Transportation-None Safety- 
A meeting is coming up in October. Planning for the Future Committee-None  Ad Hoc 
Committees-None  
 

XII. Committee  
       Reports 
 

--Board Chair Stella Van Loh recommended that the Board members take advantage of the 
training available to them.  The District received thank you letters from the Junior High Cross 
Country team for the support the Board provides.  A letter was received from Scott R. Green, 
DMD indicating that he would provide a grant to a Frenchtown High School student who would 
like to create a special art project.  An email and Certificate of Destruction & Recycling was 
enclosed from Apple’s 2011 Free Education Recycling program.  The librarians submitted a 
letter of appreciation for the work that Technology Director Mark McMurray provides to them 
throughout the school year.   
 

XIII.Correspondence 
 

Discussion occurred as to whether recognition should be given to the fall sports.  Dr. Weishaar 
noted that the fall sports were already being recognized during half-time at a Football game. 

XIV.Board  
Recognition-     
Recommendation 

Adjourned at 9:07 p.m.   XV. Adjournment 
 
Approved       November 15, 2011          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
/s/ Stella Van Loh    /s/ Cindy L. McMurray 
Chair, Board of Trustees   District Clerk 
 


