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Some History… 



State of Georgia Found in Violation of 



What’s the IDEA? 



The Six Fundamental Principals of IDEA 



Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
and Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)

⚫ Every child has the right to attend public 
school and receive FAPE in the least 
restrictive environment where they show 
meaningful progress.

⚫ IEPs are legal documents that indicate how a 
school proposes to provide FAPE.

⚫ FAPE means to ensure access to specialized 
services to permit meaningful educational 
progress– no implication of maximizing 
potential (Rowley) or guarantee of progress.



Some Implications of More Inclusion 



FAPE: Pitfalls to Avoid

“Denial of FAPE” is a major source of school law suites. 
You deny FAPE when you:
❖ Impede the child’s right to FAPE
❖ not implementing the IEP with fidelity 
❖ not providing needed services because of the cost to the 

district
❖ Impede the parent’s opportunity to participate in the 

decision making progress regarding the provision of 
FAPE 
❖ predetermination of placement before the meeting
❖ making educational decisions outside of the meeting
❖ Not inviting a non-custodial parent

 



FAPE: Pitfalls to Avoid

❖ Cause a deprivation of educational benefits
❖ recommending services based on availability rather than specific 

student needs (like preschool or ESY services)
❖ not having all mandatory participants present for the full meeting
❖ out of school suspension for more than 10 days

❖ Fail to place in the Least Restrictive Environment
❖ Failing to document why a less restrictive setting was rejected
❖ Moving too fast along the continuum of placement options and not 

considering intermediate steps



HOW DO I GET MY STUDENT 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

SERVICES?

The IDEA Process



Regular Ed Teacher Role in the IDEA Process

• Pre-Referral

• Referral

• Evaluation

• Disability/Eligibility Determination

• IEP Development and Implementation

• Ongoing communication with the special ed case manager, parents, 
and rest of the team.

• Progress monitoring to help ensure meaningful progress in LRE

• Promote growth, independence, and least restrictive setting.



Pre-Referral: Targeted Intervention 



Difference between Interventions, 
Accommodations, and Modifications

INTERVENTION: a specific skill-building strategy 
implemented and monitored to improve a targeted 
skill (i.e. what is actually known) and achieve adequate 
progress in a specific area (academic or behavioral). 

Intervention often involves  changing instruction or 
providing additional instruction to a student in the 
area of difficulty. Interventions differ from 
accommodations and modifications in that they teach 
new skills to help students overcome specific deficits 
or maladaptive response patterns. 



Examples of Interventions

⚫ Read 180
⚫ Leveled Literacy Interventions (Fountas & Pinnell)
⚫ Tier 2 Journeys
⚫ Connecting Math Concepts
⚫ Lindamood-Bell Programs
⚫ Zones of Regulation training
⚫ Super Flex



Accommodations

ACCOMMODATION: Accommodations are basically 
physical or environmental changes, generally referred to as good 
teaching strategies. 

⚫ Does not alter what the student is expected to learn. 

⚫ Makes learning accessible to the student and allows the student 
to demonstrate what they know. 

⚫ Can be made for any student, not just students with a 504 plan 
or an IEP. 

http://www.sps.springfield.ma.us/pac/ 
Accommodations for Students with Learning Disabilities 
By: National Center for Learning Disabilities (2006) 



Examples of Accommodations

⚫ Preferential seating
⚫ Extended time for assignments and tests
⚫ Reduction in work as long as standards are still met
⚫ Small group setting
⚫ Core curriculum delivered at a slower pace
⚫ Voice typing (Google Read and Write)
⚫ Classroom Buddies
⚫ Check In/Check Out



Modifications

MODIFICATION: Modifications are generally 
made for students with significant cognitive or 
physical disabilities. 
⚫ Alters content knowledge expectations.
⚫ Materials are adapted; texts are simplified by 

modifying the content areas—simplifying 
vocabulary, concepts and principles. 

http://www.sps.springfield.ma.us/pac/ 
Accommodations for Students with Learning Disabilities 
By: National Center for Learning Disabilities (2006) 

 
 



Examples of Modifications

❖ Grading is subject to different standards than 
general education, such as based on IEP goals. 

❖ Assignments are changed using lower level 
reading levels, worksheets and simplified 
vocabulary. 

❖ Testing adaptations are used, such as lowering the 
reading level of the test. 

Accommodations vs. Modifications 
❖ Accommodations level the playing field 
❖ Modifications change the field you’re playing on.

❖ EXAMPLE: 504 vs. IEP 



Pre-Referral Pitfalls to Avoid 



Referral: Reg Ed Teacher Role 





Special Education Evaluation 



Who Qualifies for Special Education? 



Evaluation Process: Red Ed Teacher Role 



Mandatory Participants at the ER and IEP 



The IDEA Disability Categories
❖ Autism

❖ Developmental Delay (only 
for ages 3 thru 5)

❖ Cognitive Delay 

❖ Deaf-Blindness

❖ Deafness

❖ Emotional Disturbance

❖ Hearing Impairment

❖ Orthopedic Impairment

❖ Other Health Impaired

❖ Specific Learning Disability

❖ Speech/Language Impaired

❖ Traumatic Brain Injury

❖ Visual Impairment



Most Common Disability Categories 



Examples of LD

❖ H:\Trainings\Special Ed Training 2017\Bell Curve Example of LD.xls

❖ H:\Trainings\Special Ed Training 2017\Bell Curve Example of LD 2.xls

❖ H:\Trainings\Special Ed Training 2017\Bell Curve Example of LD 3.xls

Jen’s Cognitive Processes Model H:\Documents\SPED Forms\Jens
Brain.docx

 



Most Common Disability Categories (Cont.)

⚫Speech/Language Impairment (23% at FTSD)
❖ Articulation

❖ Receptive and/or Expressive Language

❖ Semantics/Pragmatics:  Social Pragmatic Communication Disorder, 
Asperger’s



Most Common Disability Categories (Cont.) 



Most Common Disability Categories (Cont.) 



Why Didn’t He/She Qualify? 



Examples of Not Qualifying
•Borderline to low average intelligence, FSIQ = 70 to 
90 (2nd to 25th percentile).

•Cerebral Palsy
•English Learners
•Home-school
•Mild Autism Spectrum Disorder
•Oppositional Defiant/Conduct Disorder or other Social 
Maladjustment (read: very, very naughty doesn’t 
qualify– have to have a mental illness)



How do we address the needs of students 



Pitfalls to Avoid in the Evaluation Process 



More Pitfalls to Avoid in the ER 



Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 



Your Role in the IEP Process 



“Fundamentally, the problem that students with 



Important Points to Remember 



A Few Good Resources

• http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Special-E
ducation/Special-Education-Forms-Guides

• www.wrightslaw.com
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