
Collingswood High School PTA Meeting Minutes     Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 

Welcome 

President Brenda Burg oversaw the virtual Zoom meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Rich Currie reported that PTA’s balance in both accounts is currently $13,058.91. Last month, the only 
activity was $560 received for PTA registrations.  

PTA is still waiting on the check from Mindy at Red Dog Designs for our last fundraiser. Brenda will be reaching out 
to follow up on where the check was sent.  

Rich mentioned that a donation check from American Water was forthcoming.  

Brenda questioned the need for two separate bank accounts, so a consolidation of the accounts will be made. 

PTA Membership 

Membership is going on now through Member Hub. https://collingswoodhighschoolpta.memberhub.store/  
Prices are $10 for a family, $4 for students, $5 for Teachers/Staff, and a suggested $25 for a family donation. The 
membership drive is going well and the teacher support has been great. Mr. Genna was thanked for his assistance 
in publicizing our membership drive to families, students, and teachers. 

Clothing Drive 

Carolyn Janco is investigating the possibility of doing a CHS PTA used clothing drive fundraiser. She has reached 
out, but not heard back yet, from Isabel Giordano, who recently did a clothing drive for the Collingswood Little 
League.  

Project Graduation (PG) 

Chairperson Carolyn Janco has signed a contract for The Big Event. The tentative date for the event is June 17. The 
price is $10,470.75, minus PTA’s deposit of $2,618 from last year that was rolled over. The balance of $7,852.75 is 
due the day of the event. The price is based on the minimum amount of students needed, which is 125. Currently, 
there are no veggie food options, but this could change if needed.  

Additional expenses to come for PG include bus rental.  

As in the past, students will be asked to pay $25 each to buy a PG shirt that acts as the student’s ticket. (Shirt costs 
for PTA are typically about $8 a piece.) Adam expressed concern about those students who may be economically 
challenged and might not attend. He suggested possibly offering $25 scholarships to those students in advance. 
Mr. Genna indicated that there are 185 seniors and about 40-45% get free or reduced lunch. Both Carolyn and Mr. 
Genna will speak to the seniors to inform them that anyone who can’t pay the $25 can let them know and PTA will 
cover the cost of that student. Once the event is closer, Mr. Genna, and possibly the counselors, will also reach out 
to students not signed up for the event. They will discreetly inquire whether finances played a part in their decision 
not to attend, in case some are shy about speaking up.  These students in need will also have their costs covered 
by the PTA. 

Michele Phillips suggested an outdoor PG event be planned as a back up in case PTA’s original plan can’t be 
implemented because of the continued pandemic. Carolyn suggested that we wait on this to see what COVID 
numbers are like closer to the event.  

https://collingswoodhighschoolpta.memberhub.store/


Carolyn is planning to have another PG committee meeting in early December.  

Adopt a Senior  

Nancy O’Neill is chairperson - Nothing new to report at this time. This event will be held in the spring.  

Fundraisers 

● The Collingswood apparel fundraiser that Michele Phillip is running has brought in about $1600 worth of 
sales so far. PTA will only make 10% of this amount. The sale ends Friday, November 20. Reminders went 
out to families via text and email. Facebook reminders will also be completed. It was suggested that 
another sale be done in the spring to offer spring/summer Collingswood apparel such as short sleeve 
shirts and shorts.  Also, having ‘alumni’ on some of the apparel might be an option offered since it was 
requested by a community member.  

● The proposed poinsettia fundraiser will not move forward for several reasons including the need for a 
chairperson and volunteers, COVID concerns about people coming out to shop, the handling of money 
during the pandemic, the turnaround time for receiving the poinsettias from the vendor, the possible 
scenario of PTA needing to put out money first with no guarantee of the flowers selling, and the amount 
of work needed to make this event run smoothly versus the potential amount of money that might be 
raised. It was decided that PTA will circle back to the selling of flowers in the spring for either Easter or 
Mother’s Day. Mr. Genna mentioned that a club already sells flowers for Mother’s Day. This will need to 
be investigated and confirmed. 

Old Business 

● Members are urged to link their Amazon accounts to Amazon Smile and donate to CHS PTA by shopping 
on this website. 

● Adam’s Oaklyn Education Foundation (OEF) Student Technology Fund through Fundly is still ongoing - 
https://fundly.com/student-technology-fund. The goal is to raise $25,000 to support Collingswood and 
Oaklyn’s technology budgets. This fundraiser will be active until the end of December.  

New Business 

● Chairpersons are still needed for Teacher & Staff Appreciation and the Custodian Breakfast. Adam made 
suggestions of some high school parents who may be suited for these roles. He will inquire with these 
individuals to determine their willingness and availability to assist.  

● Dine and Donate fundraisers were discussed. Chick fil A was mentioned, but was dismissed as a possibility. 
Also under consideration is Amato Brothers, Jalapenos, and Chipotle. Adam will reach out to Amato’s and 
Jalapenos. While still in the meeting, the Jalapenos owner texted Adam and agreed to do a fundraiser for 
CHS PTA. The date is December 4 from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. A flyer will be created. Mr. Genna was 
asked that he add this event to the school happenings list that will be sent out to families. This way people 
can save the date.  

Principal’s Report - Mr. Genna 

● Report cards are coming out soon. 
● School picture IDs are in. The school is determining the best way to distribute them. They may be mailed 

or picked up in school at certain days/times. More info to come. 
● An update regarding winter athletics will be coming soon from NJSIAA. 
● CHS has been doing well with the safety aspect of the hybrid/remote learning situation. With cases on the 

rise, though, Mr. Genna thinks it’s likely that students will be learning remotely the week of 11/23. As for 



the upcoming weeks, there is also a good chance that students will remain all remote from Thanksgiving 
through winter break. A confirmation of the high school and district’s plan should be announced soon.  

● The choir and music department were recognized for the work they did to record something for the 
upcoming tree lighting ceremony.  

● Questions for Mr. Genna included: 
○ What events or clubs are available remotely to students? The counselors, along with the Social 

Justice Club,  are working on gathering this information. An email will be shared soon with 
students and families.  

○ Is there any way to virtually have class competitions since the Reindeer Games are not possible? 
Mr. Genna indicated that Student Council was investigating.  

○ Brenda asked how much lead time Mr. Genna needs to send out email and texts to families. He 
indicated that he can send out communication right away.  

○ Adam asked if the 2019 Top 20 picture on the website can be replaced by the 2020 Top 20? Mr. 
Genna will enlist the help of the counseling department since the students are virtual.  

○ The topic of mental health/isolation of students was brought up. A support group is being 
developed by a counselor and middle school VP for anyone who wants to talk in a non-academic 
environment.  

There will not be a December CHS PTA meeting. Instead, the next virtual meeting will be held on January 
13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings for the 2020-21 school year are typically held on the third Wednesday 
of each month, however, due to the presidential inauguration, the January date was changed. ) 

Submitted by Secretary Denise Currie 


