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Career Exploration at the  
Elementary School Level
Career development is a lifelong process that begins at the 
elementary level. Career development is tied to
success in many other aspects of an individual’s development in 
childhood and adulthood. Researchers have posited that career 
development at the elementary level solidifies the connection 
between academic achievement and future endeavors for 
students. Students who are exposed to certain topics early on, 
including knowledge of college and postsecondary learning 
opportunities, had an easier time building upon that knowledge.

If we help our elementary students construct a plan and set 
goals for their future from the elementary school years, we can
keep them more engaged. In addition to day-to-day learning, focusing on career exploration will give them 
something to get excited about throughout their years in school. It’s like Benjamin Franklin once said, “If you 
fail to plan, you are planning to fail.” Let’s do our best to keep our students from failing by introducing a career 
exploration program that will keep everyone on task through their school years. 

Center for Advanced Professional Studies (CAPS)
Cleveland City Schools Center for Advanced Professional Studies 
(CAPS) program is a nationally recognized, innovative high school 
program. Students fast forward into their future and are fully 
immersed in a professional culture, solving real world problems, 
using industry standard tools and are mentored by actual employers, 
all while receiving high school and college credit. CAPS is an example 
of how business, community and public education can partner to 
produce personalized learning experiences that educate the 
workforce of tomorrow, especially in high skill, high demand jobs.

Students in the CAPS program are mentored by real employers and gain marketable professional skills in an off-
campus location. This course provides students a challenging, innovative, authentic, experiential learning 
environment that allows them to discover personal passions. Students develop professional skills that are 
necessary to thrive in collaborative, innovative and fast-paced environments. Students have the opportunity to 
work in an internship setting side by side with peers and business leaders, to create a variety of industry and 
community solutions. This course culminates in an instructor-student agreed upon capstone project showcasing 
their work in their field of study. 



Tire Care

Students learn the latest procedures for repairing inner liner 
blisters and self-sealing tires. Classroom theory will also include 
information on tire construction and inspection. All students are 
required to complete hands-on demonstrations and a written 
exam. 

Modern Day Oil Change

CHS Entry-Level Automotive Students explore the do's & don'ts 
of a modern day oil change. More than ever before, it is 
extremely critical what type of oil you put in your vehicle’s 
engine. The wrong oil could mean catastrophic engine failure.

Teachers Learn Too!

Mr. Godwin was trained on the new Pro-Cut On the Car Brake 
Lathe.
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The Great Space Race

Aviation’s students have been learning about the great space 
race. They had an opportunity to try their hand at a “docking 
experience” similar to the Apollo and Soyuz. 

Students Experience Flight in The Redbird Flight Simulator 

Students take flight in the Redbird Flight Simulator for the first 
time this semester. The scenario-based training allows students 
to train on specific situations, such as emergency procedures 
or ILS approaches and it also allows them to maintain 
proficiency in various categories.
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Madesyn Wins the Aviation Private Pilot Question Contest

Aviation Instructor, Isaac Conrad, took to Instagram to 
challenge the students with Aviation Trivia Questions. With a 
new trivia question each week, students were encouraged to 
be the first to answer the questions correctly. Madesyn was the 
winner of a new NeuTab tablet. 



The Raider Trader is Back!

The Raider Trader is officially back in business. Students are 
selling cookies during fourth block every Friday. 

Creating Cover Letters and Resumes 

Business students are creating cover letters and resumes to get 
ready for the work force and college! Whatever they chose in 
life, the impact of the work today creates opportunities for the 
youth of tomorrow. 

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S

Haircutting

Reference points, guidelines, finger position, lines and angles, 
elevation, degrees, body position, palming the shears, and 
transferring the comb. There is a lot to think about while 
haircutting!

Geometry in Haircutting

Students are learning geometry in haircutting. How is haircutting 
geometry? The head is a sphere. With a perfectly blunt (one 
length) haircut, every hair is cut to the same length by holding it 
straight down. When holding the hair straight out, it gets 
progressively longer toward the top. When layering, students hold 
the hair at varying angles from the bottom perimeter line. 

Communication Skills

Students practice communication skills during client 
consultations. The ability to understand people is the key to 
operating effectively in many professions. It is especially 
important in cosmetology, where customer service is central to 
success. 
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Becoming Justices 

Students learned about the process of becoming a Supreme 
Court Justice. Where the Executive and Legislative branches are 
elected by the people, members of the Judicial Branch are 
appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate. 
Students created their own Supreme Court Justice profile. 
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Students Serve CHS Staff

The Raider Cafe students created and served a special Italian 
lunch entrée for Cleveland High School faculty. This lunch 
project was a great opportunity for students to apply what they 
are learning in class to a real-world situation. 

Thanksgiving Bake Sale

Culinary students, Brice and Bear, made homemade pie crust 
for Thanksgiving sales from Culinary Arts. The Raider Café 
served a Thanksgiving lunch to teachers and staff and sold 
baked goods for them to enjoy with their families on 
Thanksgiving.

YouScience

Culinary 1 students work on YouScience. YouScience is a career 
exploration program to help match Cleveland High School 
students to a career that would meet their talents.
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Supreme Court

Students participated in Supreme Court arguments. The 
arguments were an opportunity for the Justices to ask 
questions directly of the attorneys representing the parties to 
the case, and for the attorneys to highlight arguments that they 
view as particularly important. 

Mock Trial

Students learn to be lawyers, judges, and bailiffs by 
participating in a mock trial. Mock trial teaches essential skills 
such as public speaking, critical thinking and the art of forming 
a persuasive, cohesive argument. You may think that you 
already know how to give a good speech or that you're pretty 
good at arguing when you debate with your friends, but mock 
trial is on an entirely different level.



“The Social Dilemma”

Before fall break students were shown the documentary 
“The Social Dilemma” in Computer Science and 
Cybersecurity. It offers a great insight to what happens 
behind the scenes of social media platforms. Ask them what 
they learned, you might be surprised! 
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Raider Rundown

The Raider Rundown is a weekly news show optimized for 
viewing on your mobile phone. You can catch their quick fire 
news spot each Friday on Instagram! 

Idea Sheets

Digital Media Productions 2 students show off "Idea Sheets" for 
their upcoming original TV show/movies. Idea sheets are used 
for rough scripting, shot lists, character development and story 
boarding!
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Google Doodles

Ever notice the Google Doodles? Students coded their own! 
They let their creativity mix with programming to design 
awesome, animated themes.

Learning About Post-Secondary Opportunities 

Students heard from Sara Bowman and Eric Brown with 
Tennessee Tech about their Computer Science and Cyber 
degrees. It’s never too early to think about college!

@BLUERAIDERSLIVE           @CHSLIVE           CHSLIVE CHSLIVE

Saturday Night Live Skits

Digital Media 2 students took on the task of completing 6-8 
one minute video segments, all in one take. This is equivalent 
to doing a scripted one take mini show! 



Programming Robots

Robotics 1 students are testing and revising their autonomous 
program to place a cone on a platform. Students program the 
robot to make automatic adjustments to stay on the white 
reference line and place the cone on the platform.

Post Secondary Opportunities 

Marci Reiter from Cleveland State Community College spoke to 
the upper-classmen about the opportunities at Cleveland 
State's Advanced Technology Institute! 
Visit http://clevelandstatecc.edu/academics/advanced-
technologies/index.html for more information on how to apply! 
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Emergent Rescues

The EMS classes at Cleveland High School are getting creative 
with their practice scenarios! Students wrote trauma scenarios 
for their classmates. These trauma scenarios involved a MCI 
(mass casualty incident) caused by an MVA (motor vehicle 
accident). The “patients” in each scenario had multiple life 
threatening injuries that required the students to use critical 
thinking and assessment skills to determine the appropriate 
treatment indicated. Students were able to enjoy the beautiful 
fall weather while developing and sharpening their EMR skills! 

Sports Medicine and Rehab Work-Based Learning 

Sports Medicine and Rehab WBL students are working alongside 
trained therapists at Tristate Therapeutic Riding Center to learn 
how horseback riding is used to treat a variety of different 
patients. In this photo, our Work Based Learning student, 
Genavive, walks alongside a student for safety as they are being 
directed by the staff.
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Students Create a Rube Goldberg Device

Students in Introduction to Engineering Design class learned 
how to implement the Design process by creating a Rube 
Goldberg device. They also learned about the importance of 
creating a consistent and reliable design!

5S Skills

Students in Robotics 1 practice their "5S" skills while competing 
in a scavenger hunt game and looking for their Robotic supplies 
for their projects. Students learn the importance of 
organization.



CHS Staff Tour the STEMulation Lab

Teachers toured the new STEMulation Lab at Cleveland High 
School to learn about available technology and teacher 
resources. 
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Presentation of Colors

Blue Raider Corps Cadets did an awesome job during 
Homecoming representing the court and performing color 
guard. 

Community Service

Blue Raider Corps Cadets provided community service at Fields, 
Woods, and Water. Cadets performed over 200 hours assisting 
First Baptist Church Cleveland with their event and serving 
their community.

Competitive Review

JROTC class had a competitive review on the Middle East 
culture. Class was divided into two teams; Alpha and Bravo and 
used Canvas to give their response. 
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Making Learning Fun

Robotics 2 students worked hard on their pinball build. 
Students assembled, wired and programmed pinball machines 
from scratch. Then they had a little friendly competition!

2020-2021 Robotics Team

The 2020-2021 Robotics Team starts preparation for the FIRST 
Robotics Competition. FIRST Robotics Competition gives high 
school students the opportunity to work and create together to 
solve a common problem. Students are challenged to design, 
build, program robots and compete for awards, while they also 
create a team identity, hone teamwork skills, and advance 
respect and appreciation for STEM within the local community.



Raider TV 

RaiderTV is the capstone of the communications curriculum
at Cleveland Middle School. It is a daily news show lasting five 
to eight minutes. In addition to a daily news show, RaiderTV
produces a weekly video highlighting all of the events
happening around campus. This video is distributed via the 
school’s digital signage and social media presence. This 
broadcast helps keep students, parents, teachers, and the
community at large up to date with what’s happening on 
campus. The goal is to encourage engagement
and support by the school’s students, families, and community.
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Learning About Design, Gears, and Transfer of Energy 

Students work as young scientists, engaging in science,
engineering, technology, design and mathematics. Working in
teams, students build, investigate and learn from models and 
activities.

Bandaging Injuries

“He has fallen off his bike and injured his arm!” Good thing our 
medical science students know what to do. Students were 
taught how to correctly bandage injuries. 

Muscle Models

Medical science students made a working muscle model that 
demonstrated the flexing action of the human hand. As 
students learn about the tendons and muscles of their own 
hands, they are prepared for a discussion about the similarities 
and differences between a biological hand and their model.

@CTEMIDDLE                                   @cms_cte

Maglev Magic

Students explored the magnetic theory behind the real-life 
maglev (magnetic levitation) trains. Maglev was developed in 
the UK and is a system of train transportation that uses two 
sets of magnets to create a ‘floating train’ enabling trains to 
travel at great speed taking advantage of the lack of friction. 



November 20, 2020

Cleveland City Schools (CCS) Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) department strives to offer students a rigorous and 
relevant career experiences while in high school. As students 
prepare to make career choices that will have a lasting impact on 
them throughout their lives, CCS CTE starts at the K-5 level 
through high school to make students aware of various career 
opportunities. One way we’re able educate students regarding 
career opportunities is through our Youscience platform. Each 
student in grades 6-12 are given a Youscience account where 
students can take a career interest survey, and a career aptitude 
assessment. As a result, the data gathered from the student’s 
survey and assessment show the student if their interest and 
aptitude align. If there is an academic misalignment, the 
classroom teacher can take this as an opportunity to foster the 
student academically in order for the student to reach their 
desired career goal. Youscience also has a plethora of 
information about careers, a library of career videos, job 
requirements, potential income, educational requirements, and 
the student’s information is archived for up to 10 years and can 
be updated at any time. Cleveland City Schools Career and 
Technical Education is truly “Shaping the Future.”

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

A Message From 
The CTE Supervisor

Cleveland High School CTE 

850 Raider Dr. Cleveland, TN 37312

(423) 472-8098

rwhittenbarger@clevelandschools.org

Connect with us!

Join us on social media and stay up to date on many 

of the great things happening here everyday.

@ccscte @ccscte

Important Dates

Renny Whittenbarger

November 23-27 

Thanksgiving Break 
Schools Closed

December 21-January 4

Christmas Break
Schools Closed

January 18
Martin Luther King Day
Schools Closed


