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Board of Education of the Borough of Little Ferry, Bergen County, NJ 
President Anne DeLuca called the Regular Meeting of the Little Ferry Board of Education to order on Tuesday, February 15, 
2011 at 7:12 p.m. and led the Board in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
OPENING STATEMENT 
Board Secretary R. Paul Vizzuso read the following Opening Statement affirming that the New Jersey Open Public Meetings 
Law requirements had been met: 
 
The New Jersey Open Public Meeting Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to 
attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting their interests is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the 
provisions of the Act, the Business Administrator/Board Secretary has caused notice of this meeting to be published by 
having the date, time and place thereof placed in the Memorial School, Washington School and the Municipal Building with 
notices sent to THE RECORD of the news media. 
 
Present: Anthony DiBlasio, Suzanne Ferrante, Johanna Jentz, A.J. Joshi, Jody Pasqua, 
                                       Deanna Wallace, Anne DeLuca,  
 
Absent: Jill Ann Pasechnick,  John Tronlone 
 
 
Also Present:  Frank Scarafile, Superintendent 
                                        R. Paul Vizzuso, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
   Ferrara, Turitz, Harraka & Goldberg P.C. – Marla Wolfe Taus in attendance  
 
 
The purpose of this meeting with the Little Ferry Mayor and Council was to discuss potential 
options for shared services agreements. 
 
 
 
 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS – FRANK SCARAFILE 
 
The Little Ferry Board of Education will continue the fiscal prudence it has practice the past three years. 
Two years ago with a 4% cap the board came in with a 2.9% increase. Last year, with the same 4% cap, 
we came in at 2.75% increase. This year, we have the challenge of a hard 2% cap. While we are still 
above cap, will get to cap with compromising the educational quality we are used to. While there will be 
staff cuts, I hope they are through attrition. 
 
On The education side we have made and will continue to make extensive changes by doing the 
following: 
 Collaboratively, with our educational partner Ridgefield Park we are re-writing both curricula so 

that there is a seamless transition to high school 
 We are continuing working with RP, to contain costs, 25% or 4.5 million dollars flow to RP from 

us for tuition 
 We are reaching out to parents so that they may help us to improve test scores 

 
We continue to proudly partner with the borough of Little Ferry in the area of shared services. Littler 
Ferry continues to be a model for shared services between the Board of education and the Borough 
as we work together in the following areas: 
 
 Shared computer technician services 
 Facilities use at No cost to house all recreation and child based activities 
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 Elections are housed her free of charge** 
 Paper & Recycling pick-up 
 More cooperative use of manpower between the board and DPW 
 Sharing supplies 
 Grass cutting we enjoy outstanding cooperation with the Police Department, Fire 

Department, DPW, First Aid and other borough entities 
 Inclusion on road resurfacing program has saved money 
 Possible inclusion in Solar Panel project 

 
What the future holds: 

 
 We must begin to explore cooperative purchasing for supplies and some equipment 
 Internet connectivity to the T-1 line in the school will save the borough from recurring costs 
 We need to look at moving elections out of the school setting for safety concerns 
 The school has to look at moving to a cafeteria setting for lunch so students do not have to 

continue to eat in the classrooms in 21st Century 
 We need to continue to partner on grants, such as the energy upgrade grant we are part of with 

the borough 
 We have to collaboratively look for grants to do window upgrades and boiler upgrades.  
 We have done preventative maintenance and classroom upgrades over the past seven years as to 

do things in an economical way before they had to be done! 
 
While we are in a midst of an economic crisis, we must continue to be prudent with our spending 
practices. The priority for us at the Little Ferry Board of Education is to give our most precious resource, 
the children, the one thing that we promise in this country and in the State of New Jersey; a free 
thorough and efficient education. Together, we must continue to support each other in making this task 
continue, regardless of the sacrifices we must endure. The priority is taking care of children. 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Anthony DiBlasio 
Seconded by A.J. Joshi 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that with no further business to come before the Little Ferry Board of Education, the meeting is 
adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
R. Paul Vizzuso 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
 


