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Student Teacher Grade

Edwin Arroyo Ms. Pazymino 1st

Daniela Virula Ms. Pazymino 1st

Cora Wright Ms. Bandazian 1st

Domenica Tella-Urgiles Ms. Sutherland 1st

Ittipat Ueasirisak Ms. Peterkin 1st

Kayla Fernandez Ms. Meeks 1st

Annabella Thomas Ms. Meeks 1st

Tiana Mingo Ms. Burke/Ms. Carozza 1st

Zain Fletcher Ms. Emont 1st

Noah Rodriguez Ms. Gutierrez 1st

Kalvin Salabarria Ms. Bandazian 1st

Elizabeth Tzunux Ms. Wondrack 2nd

Madison Toro Ms. Chun 2nd

Jonathan Martinez Ms. Hunter 2nd

Madison Smith Ms. Keenan-Butcher 2nd

Alexander Brenner Ms. Schuck/Ms. Cerrato 2nd

Mia Saltes Ms. Skinner 2nd

Jade Lamorena Ms.Rentas 2nd

Andrew Calan Ms. Heredia 2nd

Superstar Students Of The Month

After a very crazy year, 2020 is starting to wind down. Our first marking

period has ended, and we are hopeful that those who did not do as well

as they hoped will try a bit harder next time around. Of the many things

we've seen that has helped everyone in the community adapt well this

year is the collaboration that takes place with students, teachers,

This month, the second-grade virtual

chorus started, and the students are

learning a bilingual song called "Proud

Corazon" from the movie coco, which

celebrates Hispanic heritage culture!

The students are very excited to sing as

a group again! The second-grade

virtual chorus is directed by Ms. Garcia,

the music teacher, and Sra. Welch, the

World Language teacher.

First-grade artists have begun to utilize their knowledge

of lines and shapes, and have been exploring the drawing

of cityscapes. Our second-grade artists have been

exploring landscapes through line, shape, color, and

value. Second-grade is progressing and will be adding a

photobombing Llama to their landscapes soon!

parents, guardians, teachers, colleagues, and friends. I want to thank you all

who started, and are invested in this process of collaboration virtually with us.

As we embark on the holidays, I encourage you all to stop and think of all the

things we are thankful for!! It's main emphasis is for us to stop and think about

the power of collaboration when facing difficult times. It is during moments of

adversity we recognize that we are only as strong as our weakest link. Let us

continue to work collaboratively to establish and maintain the bonds that will

help us get through this pandemic, and any other trials we may face. We are still

seeking active participants for our PTO so we can come up with creative ways to

keep our students engaged. I'm hopeful that some of you will step up to the

plate. Thank you for your continued support, and encouragement as we

continue to provide your children and our superstars, the best education

possible. Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving !

"Renald Paul Julien Is" 

October's Artist of the Month!



Englewood November 08, 2020

EPSD Memories

 

This December, I will retire from teaching and counseling in the 

Englewood Public School District (EPSD). I began working for the EPSD in 

December 1995 as a long-term substitute, teaching mathematics at 

Dwight Morrow High School (DMHS). I was assigned to teach remedial 

math to two classes full of students with multiple and severe behavioral

problems. It was a nightmare for a novice teacher. Some of the students 

would just run out of the class, other students would just sit and play 

cards. One student even wrapped himself in toilet paper, sat on my desk, 

and pretended he was a mummy, even though it was not Halloween. I felt 

completely inadequate and felt that anything I said was completely 

ignored. It was so bad that more seasoned teachers would ask me what I 

was doing there and advise me to go to another school. Snow days and 

other school closures made me really happy. I was about to resign, but I 

had invested three and half years at William Paterson University to 

obtain my license to teach mathematics. I told myself I did not have the 

right to give up and set a bad example for my two children.

 

Although it was a miserable first year, I began to understand the 

complexitiessurrounding the lives of my students. The vast majority of 

them were from poor minority families, and many of them lived in 

dysfunctional homes. Our schools had not provided them with the 

necessary foundation and as a result they had extremely weak math 

skills. I realized these students needed something more than a teacher 

reciting mathematical formulas and demanding from them the 

impossible of understanding high-school level math when many of them 

were not even at a middle-school level. Furthermore, they needed a friend 

willing to listen to them and to understand that this was not their failure, 

but rather a result of the shortcomings of the many adults who had failed 

them throughout their lives. When I began to teach the students at the 

math levels they were actually at, rather than the expected grade-level, 

they were willing and eager to show me that they could accomplish 

something in mathematics. By respecting and empathizing with the real-

life struggles my students faced, I developed a closer relationship with 

them. In turn, my students respected me and they saw me as a member of 

their community who cared for them, rather than another empty 

authority figure attempting to dictate to them some information not 

relevant to their lives. In my role as a guidance counselor I applied the 

same principles I learned as a teacher:  to be a friend to my students, 

available to guide them and help find the best paths available for them. 

Unfortunately, the best paths available for students are not necessarily 

considered for our students. During my time at DMHS, there was 

pressure on guidance counselors to ensure that 100% of all students 

applied to a four-year college. This limited our ability to best serve our 

students and their families. In a high-school in which year after year a 

high percentage of our students failed the math portion of the 

standardized state test, it was almost impossible for our students to 

survive in a competitive four-year college, and many ultimately had to 

transfer to a community college. When our students are unable to meet 

the academic expectations at these four-year colleges, they feel like they 

have wasted their money and time seeking higher education, and we see 

a high desertion rate even from students who transfer to a community 

college. Rather than set up our students for failure, we should set them 

up for success by advising and encouraging them to see the value in first 

attending a community college or technical school post-graduation from 

high-school. This will better prepare them for the career they seek to 

pursue.

 

Despite these challenges, I can honestly say that I enjoyed all my years at 

DMHS, and the relationships I developed with parents and students. As a 

commitment to the success of these students, I committed to volunteer 

tutor every day, before and after school, whichever students needed 

additional math support. With some of my colleagues and community 

members, we ran a successful evening tutorial program for several years 

as volunteers. We started out tutoring students, but eventually grew the 

program to also provide English classes for parents of the students. 

Because of the success of the program, the Englewood Board of 

Education (EBOE) allocated funding to pay the volunteer tutors for a few 

years. But, unfortunately, they decided to cut the funds without much 

explanation and as a consequence the program died. The students and 

parents attending the program continuously expressed their gratitude 

for the time we devoted to them. I am very proud of this program, and it 

was a wonderful way to build a better relationship and community with 

my students and their parents. I hope that someday this type of academic 

support is once again provided to students. We must be honest with our 

students, their parents, and ourselves, and recognize that not all of our 

students are able to get the necessary preparation just in the classroom. 

Too many of them have barriers to learning outside of our control and 

they need additional support. We cannot merely pass students from 

grade to grade without ensuring they have the necessary foundation

to succeed in future grade levels. The only sad chapter of my years in 

Englewood was the unjust and unfair three year suspension from my job. 

For reasons I still do not understand, nine of my co-workers and I were 

suspended from our work for supposed fraudulent conduct. This 

suspension continued despite the State’s Office of Fiscal Accountability 

and Compliance finding no evidence to support any allegation of 

fraudulent conduct. I am grateful that the arbitrator hearing the charges 

against us dismissed them because there was no evidence to support any 

of the charges. It has caused me tremendous emotional pain to see my 

years of work supporting our students sullied by these

baseless accusations. This suspension has effectively driven me to retire 

from the profession I committed myself to over the past quarter-century.  

This year, I was finally reinstated to my position as a guidance counselor, 

but at the Grieco school instead of DMHS. I am thankful for my 

experience here. The small boys and girls are adorable, and it has been a 

delight to provide guidance to these kids and their parents. Furthermore, 

the principal, Ms. Bailey, and the staff have welcomed me with open arms, 

and provided me guidance and support. After the traumatic three years 

of suspension, working at Grieco has been a warm balm and has 

reignited my love for educating and counseling students and their 

families. It has really been an effective complement to my own regular 

therapy. I only have words of gratitude to Ms. Bailey and the staff here. As 

I approach my retirement, it has provided me with some comfort that my 

last memories of counseling students will be at this school.

 

 

 

With love,

Luis A. Sanchez

We wish you all 
the best, and 

thank you for your 
commitment to 

our students!

"WHAT LIES BEHIND US AND WHAT LIES BEFORE US ARE TINY MATTERS 

COMPARED TO WHAT LIES WITHIN US"    ~  Ralph Waldo Emerson


