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November 19, 2020 

 

Re:  2020-21 Snow Day Learning Expectations 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As with everything related to COVID-19 this year, things are constantly being redefined as needs change. 

One thing that has become a possibility for our schools in a year full of learning in many different models 

is the relative elimination of traditional snow days.     

 

The District Leadership Team has worked to create a way whereby on any traditionally called  “snow day” 

we would be able to provide instruction for students to continue their learning at home. We feel it is 

important to have learning expectations on these days as we have already experienced inconsistencies in 

instruction. Our hope is that students/families will still be able to enjoy some downtime on these days as 

well. Here’s how we see things working: 

 

● Inclement weather is forecasted.  IF POSSIBLE, a message will go out the day before letting 

families know that the “Snow Day Meal Plan” will be implemented and that snow day meals may 

be sent home with students the day before the storm.   

● A FINAL CALL for a “Snow Day” will be made in the morning as is typical.  Notifications will be 

made in a similar manner as in the past, using the messenger system, website, social media, and 

TV/radio outlets. 

● If a Snow Day is called, students will access their Snow Day Learning Plans from home (Note: 

these plans would be provided by their classroom teachers through Brightspace or paper-based if 

necessary.  If there are widespread power outages, we may need to have the day be considered a 

non-school day). 

● Students would work to complete their snow day learning assignments while at home during the 

snow day. 

● Completed work would be turned in either digitally on that same day, or physically on the next 

face-to-face day of instruction for that student.   

● Feedback would be provided by the teacher in a timely fashion, and learning would continue. 

 

Overall, we would work to make this snow day learning cycle as close to the student’s experience on their 

typical at-home learning days as possible to allow for maximum consistency of practice. 

 

 

Patrick M. Manuel, Superintendent 

 

Katie A. Joseph, Assistant Superintendent 

Debra J. Clark, Business Manager Justin R. Keleher, Director of Special Services 
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Additionally, the following expectations will also be in place for our new snow day schedules: 

 

● Teachers and Ed Techs assigned to remote positions will work as usual.   

● Teachers and Ed Techs assigned to work in-person will work remotely as assigned by their 

principal/supervisor. This means the continuation of all planned services will occur to the 

greatest extent possible. Teachers and support staff will be available via email and google 

meets to work with students who need help.   

● All after school athletics, activities, and meetings will be canceled unless otherwise notified 

for specific circumstances.   

 

None of this, as you might imagine is an exact science - especially when dealing with Maine’s 

unpredictable weather in the midst of a pandemic. RSU 1 will always do its best to make the right call, 

however, please know we understand that it is always the parent/guardian who makes the final decisions 

regarding the safety of their student(s). If there is ever a circumstance where school has not been canceled 

or delayed, yet you feel as though it is best to keep your child home because of road conditions, we respect 

your decision to do so.    

 

Thank you, 

 
Patrick Manuel 

Superintendent of Schools 
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