
      Superintendent’s Office 
November 18, 2020 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

We have successfully completed our first two days of elementary hybrid learning!  It is great 
to see our kids in classrooms connecting with their teachers and one another.  Everyone is 
doing a great job following all of the health and safety guidelines.  It is these mitigation 
efforts that make schools safe places.  This is why Governor Inslee did not include schools in 
the restrictive measures within his proclamation.  I met with Dr. Stern from the Whatcom 
County Health Department this week.  As soon as I have his revised recommendations, I will 
post them on our website.  Because there is evidence for limited transmission of COVID-19 
within schools and by younger children, he continues to recommend phased in hybrid 
learning for elementary students and in person services for our special needs and struggling 
students of all ages.  My conversation with him validated that Mount Baker is on the right 
course. We should continue with our phased in plan and wait until February 1 to launch 
junior high and high school hybrid learning while bringing in our Life Skills students and 
students who are struggling for a variety of reasons as soon as possible.  

There was some reaction from Sunday’s press release and the rising number of COVID cases 
in the county and state which resulted in families that declared hybrid learning requesting 
remote learning.  We have made a few adjustments but will not be able to make any more 
switches between hybrid and remote learning until the end of January.  These changes have 
a significant impact on staffing, so we are not able to sustain continual switches from the 
mode of learning families declared.  If there is a situation that instigates the need for a class, 
school, or the District to pivot to remote learning, students will do so with the current 
teacher they are assigned to in their hybrid classes.  Remote teachers will continue with the 
students currently assigned to them.  Again, the latest study from the Institute of Disease 
Modeling, showed that there is not a risk factor difference between remote and hybrid 
learning as long as safety and health guidelines are being followed.   

The only impact Governor Inslee’s restrictions have on our District is athletic activities.  We 
have been participating in off season training.  This has been put on pause until December 
14th because we are not able to have any athletic activities indoors. Fortunately, the off 
season open coaching window has been extended to January 23.  On the bright side the 
WIAA Executive Board has amended the current season schedule for the remainder of the 
school year which delays the start of Season 2 to February 1.  WIAA Season 2, which consists 
of traditional winter sports, is scheduled to begin with practices on February 1 and end with 
a Regional culminating event on March 20. WIAA Season 3, which consists of traditional fall 
sports is now scheduled to begin on March 15 (March 8 for football) and end on May 



1.  WIAA Season 4, which consists of traditional spring sports, will begin with practices on 
April 26 and conclude on June 12.  Visit  http://www.wiaa.com/ for more information.   

 Getting your child a flu shot is more important than ever this fall. The Health Department 
reports this year, fewer Washington parents are making sure their children get vaccinated. 
If you haven’t already, make an appointment with your health care provider or go to your 
local pharmacy to get your child a flu shot. Show your Baker pride by protecting your 
community and getting your family vaccinated.  
 
One of the most challenging yet rewarding jobs I have ever had was parenting. While my 
daughter was always willing to give me feedback about how I could improve my 
performance, sometimes I needed to reach out to others for advice and support.   I highly 
recommend this Parenting Academy Seminar Series. You will learn effective and powerful 
strategies from trained and accredited parenting coaches.  These seminars are a free 
resource offered to you by the Parenting Academy in partnership with Mount Baker School 
District. 

Sincerely, 
 
Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
360-617-4600 
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