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November 18, 2020 

 

Dear Tiger Families,  

 

Last week Governor Parson and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

(DESE) released new guidance on mask wearing as it relates to determining close contacts to a 

positive COVID case.  In summary, schools with a mask mandate can use this new guidance to 

eliminate the need for close contact quarantine in some instances where masks are worn 

appropriately and meet the approved mask criteria (they must have two layers, face shields do 

not count).  I have provided a link to the Missouri School Guidance for Reopening & Operation 

provided by DHSS and DES and encourage you to read through that information where you will 

find answers to many questions. 

 

Due to this new guidance from Governor Parson and DESE, the Pilot Grove C-4 Board of 

Education approved a mask mandate at our Board meeting on Monday evening.  This mandate 

will be for all PreK-12th grade students and all staff members upon entry to school buildings and 

while riding the school bus.  Upon our return to school on Friday, November 20th we will be in 

Level 2 of our Re-Entry/Operational Plan (Minimal/Moderate Spread).  In the event that we 

move back to Level 1, with less restrictions, the mask mandate will be reevaluated at that time 

and reviewed at monthly Board meetings. 

 

I believe it is important that we all understand the role of the Board of Education in this situation 

was to simply decide to put a mask mandate in place or not.  After review of the Governor & 

DESE’s guidance as well as lengthy discussions they unanimously approved the mask mandate 

and it begins upon our return to in-seat learning on Friday, November 20th.  From there, the 

responsibility to quarantine using the new guidance from the State of Missouri and DESE is still 

a decision at the discretion of the Health Department with the cooperation and input from the 

school district.  Our administrators and nurse, alongside the health department, do their best to 

look at all the facts in each case and safely determined who will and who will not be quarantined. 

The process of consultation with the health department will not change.  The new 

recommendations only provide additional options to consider when making those 

determinations.  We will continue to err on the side of caution and safety. 

 

You will find many answers to your questions in the list of FAQs: Modified Guidance on Mask 

Use and Quarantine in K-12 Schools.  Please take some time to read through them.  If you have 

additional questions do not hesitate to talk to your building administrator or contact me. 

 

Sincerely,  

Ashley Groepper 

Lindsay Leonard 

Elementary Principal 

Phone: 660-834-4115 

Fax: 660-834-4401 

R. Randall Glenn 

Secondary  Principal 

Phone: 660-834-4415 
Fax: 660-834-4401 

Janna Lammers 

Student Services 

Phone: 660-834-4415 

Fax: 660-834-4401 

Ashley Groepper 

Superintendent 

Phone: 660-834-6915 
Fax: 660-834-6925 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-MO-K12-Reopening-Guidance.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-19-Quarantine-Guidance-Modification-FAQ-11-13-20.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-19-Quarantine-Guidance-Modification-FAQ-11-13-20.pdf

