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November 17, 2020 

Dear North Central Education Service District Communities, 

There is nothing more important to all of us in Gilliam, Sherman and Wheeler Counties than the health 
and safety of our students, staff and community.  As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, we want to 
make sure our communities have the most recent information shared by Governor Brown last Friday 
regarding non-essential out-of-state travel and the two-week freeze (please see attached).  We would 
like to remind our communities that this year, more than ever, it is important to celebrate the holiday 
safely to keep the spread of COVID-19 as low as possible within our school communities. 

Our collective success in keeping our schools open has been primarily due to the efforts we have ALL 
made to follow our schools operational blueprint and safety procedures and protocols.  Our future 
ability to continue on-site learning and to keep our school communities as safe as possible lies in our 
shared willingness to follow not only our school safety procedures, but also the recommendations of 
health professionals and state leaders.  

Please know we are keenly aware that our districts have no authority to limit your travels.  All we ask is 
that you carefully consider the impact and disruption that out of state travel may have on our students 
who have already lost so much since last March. It is our sincere goal to continue in-person instruction 
with no interruptions or closures to the fullest extent possible.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and diligence to help keep our school communities safe and 
healthy!         

 Respectfully, 

NCESD Region Superintendents: 
 
Wes Owens, Sherman County School District 
Michelle Geer, Condon School District 
Brandon Hammond, Arlington School District 
Larry Johnson, Spray School District 
Vince Swagerty, Mitchell School District 
Jim Smith, Fossil School District 
Penny Grotting, North Central Education Service District 
 
 



Information Regarding Travel Advisory for Non-Essential Travel and Two-week Freeze  

Travel: 

1. Persons arriving in Oregon from other states or countries, including returning Oregon residents, 
should practice self-quarantine for 14 days after arrival. These persons should limit their interactions to 
their immediate household. This recommendation does not apply to individuals who cross state or 
country borders for essential travel. 

Non-essential travel includes travel that is considered tourism or recreational in nature. 

Essential travel includes: work and study, critical infrastructure support, economic services and supply 
chains, health, immediate medical care, and safety and security. 

2. Oregonians are encouraged to stay home or in their region and avoid non-essential travel to other 
states or countries. Avoiding travel can reduce the risk of virus transmission and bringing the virus back 
to Oregon. 

Two-Week Freeze November 18-December 2, 2020:  

 

https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le2388B.pdf
https://ca.usembassy.gov/travel-restrictions-fact-sheet/
https://ca.usembassy.gov/travel-restrictions-fact-sheet/

