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11/17/2020  
 
Hi All, 
 
I am reaching out today to provide some clarification on acceptable masks for our school district in 
keeping with the latest State Health Department guidance.  This new guidance says if both students are 
wearing an acceptable mask, we would not have to quarantine one if the other tests positive for COVID. 
Per their guidance, a single layer gaiter is not considered acceptable.  Here is an infographic from them 
on acceptable masks: https://5il.co/n33i  Most gaiters we have experienced are a single layer and very 
thin.  Therefore, rather than have to check more students' masks on a daily basis, or try to decide if a 
student has their gaiter doubled or not, we are just not going to allow them at school for 6-12 graders 
starting December 1. If we want to have fewer students quarantined, we have to require higher quality 
masks. This is only required at school and school activities.  This is good for us because we finally have 
a way to quarantine fewer students and staff members, and provides more of an incentive for kids to 
wear masks appropriately. 
 
We realize masks fit differently on different people, but we do have acceptable masks available for 
students, and we are ordering more masks so no one will need to go out immediately and purchase any 
if they don’t want to. 
 
Please note: Students are welcome to wear a gaiter for the next two weeks, however, if a student 
wearing a gaiter is deemed to be a close contact of a person who tests positive, he or she will have to 
quarantine per health department guidelines. Again, this is for students in grades 6-12 only at this time. 
 
Link to FAQ’s on the updated guidance: 
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/COVID-19-Quarantine-Guidance-Modification-FAQ-11-13-20.pdf 
Link to a graphic with the new guidance: 
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/wear-a-mask_stay-in-school.pdf 
 
Please contact me at 816-659-2330 or chris.fine@lathropschools.com if you have any questions! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Fine 
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