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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Study Session 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  October 5, 2020 
 
7:00 Study Session 
1. Call to order 

The Study Session was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:02 p.m.  He welcomed all present to 
the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. 
Jeremy Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
remotely. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Director of Instruction, 
Nicole Rummel. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was 
approved by a vote of 7-0.  Motion carried.   

 
5. Public Comment 

Name Topic 
Russ Taylor Location of road through District property, school reopening plans 
Jody Wesley IGA and long range facility planning 
Bud Parkhill Location of road through District property 
Nikki Gallier School reopening plans 
Sunny M School reopening plans 

 
6. Community Engagement 

Dr. Hall welcomed Damien Schlitt from BLDD and Rod Wright from Creative Entourage.  Mr. Wright 
reviewed the Long Range Facility Planning Charge from the Board of Education document that was 
included in the board packet.  He indicated that edits can still be made. Mr. Wright shared that the process 
they have in mind is a facilitation team that works together to develop a process that works for the 
community.  The community engagement meetings will focus on the end product which is a long range plan 
for presentation to the Board.  Mr. Schlitt reviewed the anticipated cost, what items are included in the cost, 
and what could impact the final cost.  The Board asked several follow up questions including about how 
people are chosen to serve on the facilitation team, who selects the team, which communities Creative 
Entourage/BLDD has used the model within the last few years.  In addition, the Board discussed how many 
Board members should on the team.  Mr. Wright cautioned the Board that two members is the most as more 
than two members can trigger Open Meetings Act requirements for public meetings.  The facilitation team 
meetings are not designed to be public meetings, but are open to the public for observation, including being 
open to other Board members.  The Board discussed how much detail to include in the charge.  Mr. Wright 
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suggested that Board members send edits to him, and he will incorporate into the document and produce 
another draft for the Board.      
 

7. Update: 13 Acres 
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared that one of the outcomes of not selling 13 Acres to the Village of Mahomet is 
significant drainage work that would need to be completed and paid for by the District.  Needed repairs are 
estimated to be around $200,000.  Dr. Hall will share an email from the Village that explains the drainage 
repairs that will be required.  President McComb verified that even though the IGA passed with 4 votes, 5 
votes will be needed to sell the property.  It was noted that there is currently shared usage and a shared 
maintenance agreement between the District and the Village.  President McComb shared that the Village has 
indicated that they will look to develop a park elsewhere if they are not able to purchase 13 Acres, and the 
District will become solely responsible for maintenance and upgrades within 3-5 years. 
 

8. COVID-19 Update 
Dr. Lindsey Hall said that a survey went out to determine what parents want to do for second semester.  
Upon knowing the numbers, staff will move ahead with planning.  The Board discussed the survey, whether 
parents have enough information to make an informed choice about in-person or remote learning for second 
semester, and whether the survey is a commitment to remote or in-person learning, or more of a tool to get a 
sense of what the numbers will be.  Dr. Hall indicated that the survey is meant to obtain a solid estimate of 
the students that are going to be in the buildings and will allow for needed logistical planning.  She 
explained that since August, staff has worked closely with families to accommodate requests; commitments 
are needed, but flexibility has been afforded. She also shared that she understands the desire for fully remote 
sections at the 6-12 level, noting it is a complicated process and not possible for every class offered.  Some 
have suggested outsourcing remote learning, and while a possibility, it comes with mixed reviews by other 
districts that have gone that route, and the cost would be in the hundreds of thousands of dollars.      
 
The Board spent some time discussing the specifics of synchronous and asynchronous remote learning, and 
a need for clear communication to parents about different styles of teaching remotely, and whether data can 
be shared with parents regarding classroom square footage with regard to amount of space needed to 
maintain social distancing.  Dr. Hall encouraged parent communication with teachers if there are concerns, 
and if that is not helpful, to communicate with principals and assistant principals.  She also shared that the 
District is committed to professional development in this area and said that while there are areas where 
improvements are needed, there are also areas where things have improved. Dr. Hall indicated that there is 
some additional information about teaching styles and classroom spaces that can be shared with parents that 
will hopefully provide more clarity about second semester. Dr. Henrichs asked that a vote to return to school 
5 days each week be added to the agenda for the next Board meeting.  

 
9. Closed Session 

McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of: 1) Litigation, when an action 
against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or 
administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case 
the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting. 2) The 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, 
specific individuals who serve as independent contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or 
specific volunteers of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who serves as an independent contractor in a 
park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer of the public body or against legal counsel for the 
public body to determine its validity. 
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Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, at 10:05 p.m. to go into closed session for the purpose 
stated by McComb.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, at 11:25 p.m., to return to open session.  The motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.  

 
10. Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Giles, seconded by Henrichs, 
to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 p.m. by “yes” vote, 7-0. 
 

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
 
 


