
 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

WILLIAMS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 GOVERNING BOARD 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020 
 

College, Career, and Community Ready 

Roll Call: 

Board Members:     Administration: 

Carla Dent, President – Present   Rick Honsinger, Superintendent – Present 

Ann Wells, Vice President – Present   Eric Evans, WHS Principal – Present 

Leah Payne – Present    Carissa Morrison, WEMS Principal – Present 

Michael Fleishman – Present   Jessica Guzman, Special Services Director – Present, via ZOOM 

Herman Nixon – Present    Phillip Echeverria, Athletic Director – Present 

      Steve Schober, Transportation Director – Present 

      Joe Howe, Maintenance Director – Absent 

      Brianne Ford, Admin. Assistant/Board Minutes – Present 

      Guest: 121 
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

OPENING ITEMS 

 
A. Call to Order  

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Reorder Agenda 

D. Adopt Agenda 

 Mrs. Dent called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Motion made by Mr. Fleishman to adopt the agenda, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 

   
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Visitors are provided time to make statements to the Board.  Those wishing to do so please complete a “Request to 

address the Board” form and return it to the Board President.  Statements should be limited to no more than 5 minutes. 

Please keep in mind that the Board cannot take action on comments, questions, or concerns at this time.  

 

 Kashaeda Sutton – I was here a few weeks past for Homecoming. I wasn’t planning on being here tonight but 

my peers have asked me to.  None of us want to go home. We all know the risk of being at school. For those that 

are online, we understand and respect that. Some students have been coming back and some have been going 

back online.  It doesn’t necessarily affect us. We’re still in contact with them and they’re still involved with us in 

class through ZOOM.  I just wanted to say that we know the risk.  We signed the COVID waivers.  We want to 

be here.  A lot of the Seniors are really hoping that we don’t get our senior year taken away. This is all that we 

have left.  It’s the least bit of normalcy that we are going to get. We all take it very seriously and are willing to 

take it more seriously.  Everyone that I have talked to wants to stay in school and they have asked me to come 

share that with you guys. Thank you. 

 Susan Daly – One of my biggest concerns is that my son doesn’t do good online. That first week for him was a 

huge struggle. He missed quite a few assignments and it affected his grade. My biggest thing too, is when is it 

going to be enough? Our kids have suffered through this and respect it. You guys have implemented mask 

mandates, social distancing and their doing it. Let them be kids.  How do you know for certain that anybody 

who is positive in this town, is getting it from the school? Do we know this? Do we know that’s where it’s coming 

from? Another one of my concerns is that, I hear Flagstaff for example, is holding students back who don’t excel 

online. So they are going to repeat grades. How fair is that going to be for our kids? If they are supposed to start 

high school at a certain time or graduate at a certain time, we are hurting their futures. Let’s move on.  Let’s be 

safe, but let’s let our kids go to school. 

 Joe Deutschman – I have two kids here at WEMS. Full disclosure, my wife is also a teacher here. I’m an IT 

professional.  I have degrees computer engineering and technology, but I’ve got nothing in healthcare.  But I 

study data a lot. I’ve studied the data from what we’ve seen with COVID, and it’s frightening. I know one 

person personally that has lost their life from COVID. This is killing people. I’ve watched the UTUBE videos, 

I’ve seen the Facebook memes. My experience with analyzing data, show’s me that this is complete BS. 

Everything that everyone is seeing from there.  You can manipulate data to show anything. You can pick the 

statistic to make things look one way. You can pick a statistic to make it look another way. The people that we 

need to listen to are the Epidemiologists, Johns Hopkins. The school has taken great precautions. I’m very 

appreciative of the board for all of the advanced cleaning and protective measures that they have put in place. 

My family is fortunate.  We don’t have any particularly vulnerable people in this area. One of the counties that 

one of my friends lives in back east, just declared a state of emergency because they have had 10 new cases in the 

last week. We’ve just about got that in this school. What we’re doing is not working. It’s not just the school.  It’s 

the community at large as well. I appreciate everything that the school has done.  I have not seen it enforced 

100%, but they are enforced to some degree. I have one kid who does great online.  My son does horrible online 

and horrible without the social interaction. But he understands.  I’ve explained it to him. He understands that 

it’s just something that we have to do to help out our community. The schools not everything.  The communities 

at large have to do more. But the school can do what it can do. Back when this started, at one of the ZOOM 



meetings that Mr. Honsinger put on, I asked that the school set some benchmarks and thresh holds. Not be 

reactive to this, be proactive. I asked at that time that the school set, if this happens then we will do this. None of 

that really happened. I never saw any benchmarks.  I never say any thresh holds. I never really saw a plan 

except for that we’re going to clean a little more. I want to ask the school to not pay attention to the social media 

memes.  Listen to the experts. To the John Hopkins Universities, Dr. Fauci, Dr. Horice from the current white 

house administration.  They’re the ones that we need to hear from. I also want to point out that of everyone 

here, no one is probably high risk for this. There are probably a lot of people that would have liked to come 

speak tonight, but they don’t because they are high risk. Please take that into account. The folks that are here 

tonight are probably not a representation of the community as a whole. This disease is different than any we 

have seen in the past.  I would like to see a concrete plan with benchmarks, thresh holds, based on scientific 

data. Thank you. 

 Amber Rose Bird – I don’t usually come to things like this.  My kids, I see a difference in them.  My son is 

struggling all of the time, to the point he’s acting out. Doing thinks I don’t approve of. If I’m working all day, 

and not at home, but he’s at home, and I come home after a long day at work and have to deal with this.  

Making sure that he’s doing his online work.  Making sure that things are going good for him.  He’s just not an 

online learner.  It’s just really stressful. In regards to that, I know that it puts the teachers in a hard place too 

because it’s their responsibility to teach our kids. It’s really difficult for them online and it’s really difficult for 

them to worry about catching something in class. In my particular case, I’m not at home. I work.  It’s really 

hard for me to think about my kid not being taught at school where I know he is being taken care of by his 

teachers. They work well with him. I don’t know what I will do if my kid has to go to school at home. I know it’s 

not a fair decision. I hope everyone can come together and maybe do a little extra to keep us in class. I work on 

the Grand Canyon Railway and am with people from all over the United States. I’m talking major hubs like 

California, Texas, all these places.  I work with them every day and it’s only because we have proper cleaning. 

We sanitize our carts three times a day. I wear a mask all day long which is why I’m on the microphone and can 

still talk with my mask on. That’s what I do.  I bring hand sanitizer with me every morning. I’m being proactive. 

I just think maybe we can all do a little more to keep kids in school instead of just giving up on it.  My son may 

have to do 10th grade over again if he has to go online because it just doesn’t work for him. I hope that you can 

all understand where I’m coming from. I’m just one voice. I appreciate you guys doing this and giving us a 

voice. I wouldn’t send my son to school if I didn’t trust you guys to keep him safe. What happens if we do go 

online and a student doesn’t do well online?  Will they have a chance to do the grade over? What are the 

repercussions of this happening? I know that my son isn’t the only one that struggles with online. 

 Kelsey Keith – I have two kids in school.  Both of my sons are considered special needs. When we did the first 

week of online school, especially for my second grader, I can’t get through to him the way his teacher and his 

aids do. During the long summer break that we had, I feel like he lost a lot of the social skills that he needed. I 

don’t think that going online would be beneficial, especially for my sons with special needs. They need to have 

that interaction with their teachers and other students. 

 Tanner Logan – I realize that we are in uncharted waters with this situation.  I’m really trying to put it all 

together.  I’ve never really looked up the definition of fear with Webster. It says, “Fear is an important human 

emotion that can help protect you from danger, and prepare you to take action. But it can also lead to longer 

lasting feelings of anxiety. Finding ways to control your fear can help you cope with these feelings.” If you keep 

looking at the fear, terror is actually part of fear.  Webster says the definition of terror is, “A very strong feeling 

of fear. Something that causes very strong feeling of fear; something that is terrifying. Violence that is 

committed by a person, group or government in order to frighten people to achieve a goal.” Those are pretty 

strong words.  I hope and believe that there is no one here tonight using fear and terror to try to get the school 

shut down, or to change people’s minds. Or to fear them into keeping kids at home. Or to fear teachers into not 

coming to work. Let’s not forget that the reason that we are all here tonight is to do what is best for the students. 

That’s it. We’re not here for any other reason. Every student and parent has a choice of whether to do in school 

or remote learning. If parents feel as though they don’t want their student in school, they have every right to 

keep them at home and do online learning. It’s a very simple choice.  My wife and I do not feel that way. We 

don’t feel that this is as bad as what social media, the doctors, or people think.  Is it bad? Yes. Does it affect 

people with conditions? It most definitely does. But does it do it more than the flu?  We don’t know. The Flu last 

year was horrible here. We never even thought of closing the school. I just don’t want someone to dictate to 

parents what is best for their child, whether it is online or in school. And I truly hope that people aren’t using 

fear to make people, make choices that they shouldn’t. I think that the school board should relax some of the 

rules. This is a small community. Everybody hears everything that goes on in this community.  If a teacher has a 

cough, they should not be told that they have to go have a COVID test. If a teacher has a stomach ache, they 

should not be told that they have to go have a COVID test. That is those peoples rights, to or not to do. What 

you’re going to do is make people start lying to keep their kids in school. Because people have to work and they 

have to support their families. If you strengthen the rules that you have, you are going to make people do what is 

not morally correct. 

 Monica Moreno – I’m a teacher.  I’ve had COVID before.  This was when we were on break. And recently, I’m 

now at home because I came in contact with someone who tested positive for COVID. I had to get a second test 

done because now I have developed a cough. For me, I look at this as now I have to rely on a sub to teach my 

class. Because now I am home with this illness that almost killed me the first time. This illness is serious.  It hurts 

a lot of people. It hurts a lot of people that we take care of.  Not just the school, but in our homes. And so, I want 

this community to think a little bit about the staff that works here and what our needs are. And what our needs 

are at home. When some of my students found out that they could have contracted COVID, they started crying 

because they take care of their elderly grandparents. We need to think about those things also when we talk 

about re-opening or closing.  We need to think respectfully of the staff that work here because we do want to be 

here.  We love our jobs. We love our students. We can’t hurt ourselves because of it. 

 



 April King – I understand the dilemma of teachers. I think that in the same way that parents can choose, so 

should teachers. A lot of the schools in Flagstaff are doing Safe Schools, or safe sites for kids with special needs. 

The problem is that my kids have a lot going on. They have IEP’s or 504 plans and having them learn online 

doesn’t work for them. That’s my dilemma.  If we are to go back to online, how are we going to meet the needs 

of kids with special needs? Not to mention the fact that our community is rural. There is no childcare in town at 

all. There is this dilemma where you’re going to put an entire community of people, choosing whether or not 

they are going to support their families and go to work or stay home with their kids. Older siblings may be put 

in charge of watching younger kids and that could also put kids in unsafe environments.  It’s not something that 

parents would choose otherwise, but may be their only option. People losing their jobs and losing their ability to 

have a sustainable lifestyle is going to be a really difficult thing for people in this community. 

 Marietta Hughes – Due to having WEMS, my son is brilliant. He’s one of the brightest children that I have ever 

met in my life. And I can’t wait to see what he turns into someday. I have four children.  My biggest concern I’m 

having with this situation is that we are fighting a war. This virus has taken over. It has caused us to act out in 

ways that we have never acted out in before. My biggest concern is, right now may not seem like a big deal to 

take a little time off to see if we can flatten this virus. However, how long is it going to go? If we do not plant our 

feet now, if we do not provide our children with the education that is needed to survive in this world, that is 

devastating. I just ask that the war is fought on the standpoint that our children’s futures are on the line. And if 

we can have our teachers there, God bless you all for being there because this is scary. I’m scared for my 

children to get it. I’m scared to get it. However, I also don’t want five years from now, my son to lose that 

brilliant spark that is in his eyes. He wants to be everything and nothing at the same time. I don’t want to see 

that dwindle because he has to try to learn something that is on a computer screen, or a phone screen. And he 

loses all ability to be social and have friends. I have a beautiful little girl who is in pre-school for the first time 

this year and I couldn’t walk her to her classroom.  It was the most heartbreaking thing that I’ve experienced. 

However, all of the sanitation that has been put in place has been dealt with beautifully. I just ask that you 

consider other options than just putting us back into ZOOM classes. It’s really shown up in my middle 

daughter.  She is very shy and doesn’t want to talk much.  I believe it is because of the lack of being social. 

Thank you all for all of the hard work that you are doing.  Please consider letting us stay in school in person. I 

think that is how our children are going to be able to survive this. Thank you. 

 Danielle Sanders - First I want to thank all of the teachers and everybody for being there in person. I too have 

three kids in the school system.  Two are in person and one is online. I can voice my concerns with the struggles 

that we are having with the online schooling.  It’s a constant battle for attendance to be accounted for, for emails 

to be responded to, to the point where I have to have my son send me screen shots of him logging on and trying 

to get on ZOOM meetings.  I cannot imagine trying to do that for three kids. I just don’t have the time. For the 

school work the links don’t work or aren’t posted or there’s no instructions. I’m emailing teachers and sending 

a couple of emails to the counselor.  I understand that the kids that are in class are the first priority, but for the 

whole entire school to go through that would be hard.  I know that the teachers are focused on the students there 

in class. You guys have the most amazing patience because I was not meant to be a teacher. How are teachers 

going to handle that for 23 students who are emailing saying that ZOOM is not working or that I don’t have the 

proper link? I can’t imagine doing that for all of my son’s, it’s hard enough for one. I hope that you guys stay in 

school for the kids that can be there and hopefully some other solutions can be found for those that can’t. 

 Natalie Mann – I’m here to represent employees that are to scared to speak up.  Getting kids attention is 

difficult in person, let alone on ZOOM. It’s not something that us teachers enjoy or aspire to. We hope that if we 

go online for just a few weeks that maybe we can squash this. We don’t want to have a long term education for 

our children. We know it doesn’t work.  We’re just hoping that maybe if there were just a few weeks that maybe 

we could flatten this thing out and quarantine everybody and then go back to school after Thanksgiving. That 

way we would keep our staff safe and our students safe.  We’re hoping that would be a good compromise so that 

we can all go back to learning as soon as possible. This week we have had staff going home with panic attacks 

daily.  We just want to remind the Board that besides being teachers, we’re parents, sons and daughters.  We do 

have staff with compromised immune systems, so please think of the staff as well as the students when making a 

decision. Thank you. 

 Veronica Hausmann -  I have four kids between the two schools.  The first week was a huge struggle for us. I feel 

like the bottom line is if teachers are willing to teach then students should be able to come to school to learn. My 

youngest is in kindergarten.  There is no way that I would be able to teach him at home. All of his stuff is hands 

on.  He comes home with 30 pages of work that he did in a classroom,  in one day. I can’t get him to do one 

paper in 24 hours. Taking him out of school would be detrimental to his education 100%.  I also feel like the 

numbers from August until now of positive cases, versus the number of students in both schools, is nothing. So 

why are we trying to shut the school down for this minimal amount of cases.  It’s serious.  I take it serious. 

Everybody is doing everything that they can. I’m totally against masks but I’m wearing one here tonight 

because you asked me to, so that says a lot. If the teachers are willing to teach, let the students come to school to 

learn. 

 David Rigo – I’m a Game and Fish officer in town.  What most people don’t know about me is that I have a 

Bachelors degree in Biology. I went to nursing school and was a state disease technician for two years. I took 

disease samples and tested disease samples. I worked with the Department of Health Services and I worked with 

the CDC for a while, so I understand some of this.  I looked up this weeks report on the Coconino County 

website. Here’s the latest data.  County wide, for the entire county, we’re at 200 cases per 100,000 people. Which 

is only 6.4% positivity yield. Now the CDC and Department of Health Services already have a metric. They say 

that 5% and below is a low risk. From 5%-10% is moderate risk, then you have a high risk and an extreme. 

6.4% for the county is barley making into the moderate for the entire county. Now that being said, the highest 

incidents rate was residents ages 45-54 and 20-44. The highest positivity yield was ages 55-64. This still isn’t a 

problem with our kids. Not in our county, not in other counties. The highest increase was in Flagstaff.  The 

highest increase in other areas was in Page. Flagstaff was at 5.7% positivity yield, Page 12.7%, Tribal 



communities 11.5%, Grand Canyon at 8%, and Williams is at 5.1%. Again, low risk is at 5%, we are at 5.1%.  

We are .1% into the moderate range. And that is the metric set by the CDC nationally, and by the Arizona 

Department of Health. County wide, out of 4300 people that were tested, only 6% were positive. The stats for the 

entire time this has been going on, 6 months, we have tested 547 people in Williams. According to the 2020 

Census there are only 3256 people here. 17% of our population has been tested and we don’t have a problem. 

ADHS, on their website, recommends a hybrid model for us and that is what we have. The two week positivity 

yield is below 10%, which is another metric. We’re at 5%. With that being said, if you look at what has been set 

by the scientists and the health professionals, they’re telling us that we’re not at the point of having a problem.  

We’re just above low risk, just squeaking in to moderate. One thing that I am concerned about is the meetings.  

I didn’t receive any notifications about this meeting until 1:00 pm today. I could be two hours away from here 

because of work.  I would think that we could be notified at least the night before. We already have a 

homeschool option.  If parents are afraid to send their kids to school, they have that option. And there is an 

Executive Order from Governor Ducey that says even if schools are closed down, you still have to let them come. 

There still has to be a place for them to come to do their online learning if they can’t do it from home. There 

would still have to be students and teachers here on campus. When kids are sitting at home on the computer all 

day for school, they’re sitting on the couch, they’re sitting at the table.  They’re not doing anything all day long.   

It’s extremely unhealthy. These kids are sitting around eating, and doing nothing.  They’re not exercising. They 

are not walking the hallways.  They are not going outside.  It’s just bad for them. There is a higher risk of 

getting hit by a car than getting COVID. When I go to the beach I don’t watch Jaws before I go and then tell my 

kids to stay out of the water. It’s lunacy. The statistics don’t support shutting the school down. Thank you. 

 Jasmine Captain – I have two kids that attend WUSD.  I would like to commend the teachers and staff for doing 

a good job.   I work in healthcare and think that frontline worker should be shared with teachers. We have 

heard that there have been cases among the staff.  I do agree with one of the other gentlemen that spoke.  I 

would like to see some benchmarks set. I would like to see a more rapid response and updates to parents. I 

understand that testing can take a couple of days to receive results.  I would like to see more options. I don’t feel 

like we have enough options if we were to stay opened.   One of the things that I would like to see as an option is  

maybe two days on campus in class, and two days online. Anything that we can do to just flatten this. It is Flu 

season so we need to remember that too. Ultimately, talking to my children, I thought that they would want to be 

online.  They want to be on campus.  They need the socialization and the sports. I am concerned because we are 

in a tourist town and never know who we might be exposed too. I’m more concerned for our kids moods and 

behavior.  Suicides have increased through this.  I have personally had to deal with that recently.  Please 

consider two days on and two days off before we have to completely go back to online.  Thank you. 

 Darby Lorents. – I am the 7th and 8th grade ELA teacher.  I also teach 6th graders.  I am currently home sick 

right now. I was tested for COVID this morning.  I don’t know what my results are yet, it could be just a virus. I 

will be away from the school for at least three days while I await the results from my test. I think that’s a totally 

good choice.  I understand it, but it means that there is a disruption in learning. If we were to simply be online, I 

would still be teaching my class right now.  My fever has gone down.  Zooming would be fine for me right now. 

There is certainly a learning curve when it comes to teaching kids online. And yet we all face learning curves 

everyday.  The students face learning curves when they are faced with new materials. We as adults are faced 

with learning curves when we are faced with new things that we have to tackle. I know that it is incredibly hard 

for parents to facilitate online learning.  That’s something that we never expected would happen as a society.  I 

feel that the best thing that we can do is come together and make it the best experience as possible.  If we were to 

move online for the time being, I’m suggesting perhaps until after Thanksgiving or Christmas, it would allow 

the teachers to focus their energy on one type of learner.  It’s very difficult to spread all of our energy across 

distant learners and in person learners. Particularly because almost all of the teachers have different grade 

levels that they teach. It’s a lot of prep.  Can we do it? Yes, but it’s not optimal. Not when so many of us are 

coming down sick, or afraid of becoming sick.  Data for a whole sphere of community doesn’t necessarily  

correlate to the sphere of the school itself, or that microcosm that is a school. When we compare the school to 

something like a hospital, a hospital is built for sanitation.  There are certain protocols that have been put in 

place.  The reality is that middle schoolers are dirty and gross.  I love them, but they are dirty. We can put the 

protocols in place but they are not going to be followed as well as they would in a hospital. Someone asked what 

happens if we close for the time being and then one of our students is exposed to a tourist or something? Will we 

have to close again?  I think we have to deal with those situations on a case by case basis. When we’re talking 

about our community being low risk, we’re not talking about locking down the community. We’re simply 

talking about shutting down the school so that it goes online. I am exposed to your children, our children every 

day.  By exposed to, I mean I see them.  I know them.  I understand an absolute and irrefutable resilience in 

them.  The reality is that our kids are amazing.  They are resilient. They are smart, and they will get through 

this. The whole country is going through this.  We need to focus on keeping our staff and students safe. We have 

the opportunity to work together and build something profound. Thank you. 

 Lexi Sandoval – As a student, being in class is a good opportunity. It’s a good way of learning.  Way better than 

online. If I had to go online I wouldn’t really have much help. It’s hard to learn from a video but when I have a 

teacher in class, helping me personally, that helps a lot better. If restaurants are opened, then school can be 

opened. I think that school is more important than that. I’m a straight A student and I have pretty much been 

that my whole life. Young kids can’t do online school on their own. Especially when their parents are at work. 

Internet problems make it harder. My WIFI goes out a lot, especially when it is snowing or raining. From a 

student’s point of view, I would rather be in school getting a teachers help. Also, when I have my friends around, 

it helps me learn.  Math is hard and teachers have to walk you through it. I think that we should stay in school.  

We have very good sanitation at school.  I sanitize my desk in each class and wash my hands.  That’s what we 

should all be doing. Thank you. 

 Severyn Cargill – I’m the new art teacher.  I teach at both schools. I see every grade, so almost everyone’s child. 

If I was to get sick or exposed, I would expose not only one grade, or one class, but almost everyone in the school. 



I agree that is it better to have in school learning. When we’re touching all of the same things, how many kids 

are really washing their hands? How many of them are actually taking the time to clean their desks. I wipe down 

the desks every day after every class leaves. It’s very tedious but much needed in a situation like this.  I just 

think that we’re not looking at the full picture because a lot of us are at risk, especially the teachers. If we could 

go online, of course I would go the extra mile to make sure students have what they needed.  I know that there 

are internet problems.  I have internet problems too. But we need more rules or procedures to make sure that 

everyone is staying safe. We are at a point where a lot of people are starting to get sick. Today there were so 

many subs in the school.  How good of an education are the kids really getting if there are subs in every class? 

 

  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Discussion and possible action re: Approve School WUSD 2020-2021 Re – Opening Plan changes. 

 Motion made by Mr. Fleishman to approve School WUSD 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan changes for 

discussion, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Mrs. Wells – I’ve noticed that there has been a lot of different communications going out.  Sometimes it’s 

very specific.  Sometimes it’s vague. Sometimes it includes numbers of cases and sometimes it doesn’t.  I’ve 

come up with a suggestion to help with the guidelines because we have principals and superintendents dealing 

with it at the time.  I would like to put in some guidelines as to how we would like the communication to go 

out. It mainly outlines to communicate to employees when there is a positive case. A text or message goes out 

to the employees telling them the provisions or grade level, an also letting them know a cumulative number 

of cases.  The communication for parents would be pretty much the same thing but we want to avoid any type 

of vague referencing, or referencing to people who may be getting tested or may be positive. I think that then 

it’s hard to go back and say that the person tested negative.  I think that the board needs more information, 

but I think that we need a cleared expectation of our communication to employees and to parents so that they 

can really see the full picture in an exact and  specific way. That’s a change that I’m proposing.  I think that 

it will help since everyone is dealing with data and not speculation.   

 Dr. Morrison – I just want to clarify.  I know the specific cumulative number of cases that are positive, and 

if we have a positive case to communicate it with employees.  Did you say that we should tell the position of 

the person that has tested positive? 

 Mrs. Wells – Yes, the position in a general way. A teacher at a certain school or grade level, or a bus driver. 

If it’s a student you would say a student at WEMS or a student at the High School. Also include anybody 

currently testing, not a cumulative number from the beginning. That’s one problem that I have with the 

counties website.  They give you a cumulative number from the beginning and don’t tell you current numbers. 

Say this is what we have. I also want to add that in the last couple of messages that have gone out, I think that 

it's good that we have reminded parents that their students can go online and to notify the school if they want 

to do so.  I just want to make sure there is a guideline. I know that it’s hard to sit there and then everyday 

have to  put out information. 

 Mr. Honsinger – I know that nobody wants to close the school. No teachers want to do that.  We did a week 

of online to begin with and we know it’s not the best way to go. We know that the best thing for kids and the 

best thing for learning is to be in school. Kids and parents know the risk.  We communicate with students 

and parents on a regular basis. Your right, parents can choose at any time to say I’m taking my kids home. 

And we’ve had some of them do that this week.  They can stay with us online. We’re not do the best job right 

now online because our focus is on kids in school. They can choose to leave us and choose to enroll in one of 

those state funded programs that have been doing online programs for years.  We’ll wish them well and 

welcome them back when they are ready to come back. The staff doesn’t have those options right now. They 

are concerned about their health right now and they are letting me know. You can hear some of them speak 

tonight. Some of them just brave it and keep on going. Someone who spoke tonight stated that extended fear 

leads to anxiety, and we have anxiety. Staff was worried in the first place, but this week it has come into the 

school. I know that you can look at the county numbers. I look at them every single week.  I’ve also been in 

contact with Chief Nixon and up until now, we have been really comfortable with where we are at. Lately, we 

don’t feel good.  There’s probably not a lot of cases in town.  What we do have is in the schools. Some of the 

comments that teachers have written to me are “ There doesn’t seem to be a number of level of severity 

determined to be our limit of what we can handle before we can resume online school.” “There are many 

students who have come in contact with someone who has tested positive, but they are not getting tested or 

being asked to stay home.” “With our COVID cases on the rise I think that it is dangerous to be in school at 

this time.”  “ The amount of cases and proximity of students who have tested positive has exceeded what I 

feel comfortable with.” Our teachers are brave.  From what I am hearing today, kids like coming to our 

schools. Teachers have done a good job.  Now they are not feeling comfortable being at school.  We have a 

plan.  We have had a plan since day one to go online if needed. If we can catch this outbreak that we have 

right now, nip it in the bud, we can come back to school sooner. We’ll be better online if everyone is there, 



than we are now. If we have kids online only, teachers can give 100% to them online. We’ve bought a lot of 

Hot Spots and spent a lot of money.  Gabi has worked and worked with her staff to get our students 1-1 

devices. We’ve spent tons of money preparing to go online.  We’ve been training our teachers on all of the 

professional development days on how to teach kids online. If we go online at the beginning of an outbreak, 

instead of waiting for it to get out of hand, we would probably be back in brick and mortar sooner. If we 

don’t do this now, when would we do it? If we don’t go online, we need to start doing contact tracing within 

the school. The health department is telling us that we need to quarantine for 14 days if we are in close contact 

with someone who has tested positive.  Because our staff is calling for that right now. They know that 

requirement and they deserve that. They deserve to have a safe work environment.  If we were to do that with 

the contacts that we’ve had, it would be snowballing. We really should have a bunch of kids quarantining 

right now for 14 days, and we don’t. To say that we were going to go home for a couple of weeks, really seems 

to be the best decision. If we were to decide to go home, and go online starting now through at least 

Thanksgiving, that’s 2 ½ weeks and we’re going to miss five days of school.  That’s a good deal.  That’s like 

a really good sale.  Like a black Friday sale. 5 days and you get 2 ½ weeks of isolation, away from each other 

at the school. That’s my request and suggestion to the board. 

 Mr. Nixon – Thank to all the parents, students and staff that came out tonight and made your voices heard.  

That is important to everyone on this board. I don’t want to go into the numbers.  I know what the actual 

numbers are in our city and in our schools. In my eyes we do not have an outbreak of COVID here. We have 

some students and some staff that got it. It’s going to happen. Where does it end at? In my opinion, if we go 

online the kids do terrible. 90% or our kids cannot do online school.  We’re here to do what’s best for our 

students. I understand that the staff has concerns.  My staff has concerns too but we’re out there doing our 

jobs.  That’s the way it should be.  That’s why you get these positions.  To take care of these kids and to take 

care of the community. This is a disease that we have to get use to and live with. If we get 25-30 kids, okay.  

The CDC has changed their guidelines 100 times.  The county health department has changed their guidelines 

so many times I couldn’t tell you. Nobody can give you a straight answer.  We were just here for an hour long 

meeting on Sunday and made it very clear that we were not going to go online.  Here we are 48 hours later 

doing the same thing. I am not in favor of going online. We need to stay in school and take care of these kids. 

I’ve heard from teachers this week also that have stated that we should stay in school.  I’m going to leave it 

at that.  I’m not changing my mind. As far as I’m concerned, we stay brick and mortar and teach our kids. 

 Mrs. Wells – I have a couple of questions about our plan.  On page 8 of our reopening plan it talks about 

closing off areas that were exposed to symptomatic employees or students for a prolonged period of time, wait 

24 hours before cleaning it, and then clean it.  Are we doing this?  It was brought to my attention that this 

may have happened with a parapro that tested positive this week. Is that classroom meeting somewhere else?  

Are we doing that wait time and then sanitizing?  I think that we need to be very vigilant.  We hired a special 

custodian for COVID.  Are they coming in on Friday to sanitize when no students are in the building? How 

is the custodial schedule? The other thing that it says in our plan is to determine whether other staff or 

students have been exposed. Notification recommends that the exposed person monitor their health closely 

and to contact their healthcare provider and self quarantine IF any symptoms develop.  This plan was put 

out by the trust wasn’t it? It wasn’t  something that we just sat there and came up with. I think that what we 

are doing is saying that we want to send you home to quarantine for two weeks.  That really isn’t part of our 

plan, for us to be doing that.  Some are being told to be tested first.  We really need to follow what’s in our 

plan. 

 Mr. Honsinger – I’m admitting that we are not finding close contacts and we are not quarantining them for 

14 days. 

 Mrs. Wells – It doesn’t say in our plan to quarantine for 14 days. 

 Mr. Honsinger – Exactly. But the it does say that the county health department advisories and the state health 

department and CDC all say to do that.  So when an employee comes and requests that, I think that they have 

a valid request. Even if it’s not in our plan. 

 Mrs. Wells – I think that we need to check on that with The Trust since it came from The Trust.  And the 

waiver that we have people sign is from The Trust. Is that correct? So if we’re working through The Trust 

for all that, and having to sign waivers, it kind of goes along with what Herman said about information coming 

from everywhere. I can see where the confusion and frustration can come from. There is no right or wrong 

decision on any of this, for us. We’re just trying to grapple with it. 

 Mr. Honsinger – As far as the cleaning goes, when we have a high school student who has tested positive, and 

we’re supposed to leave those rooms vacant for 24 hours. That is often 6 different rooms.  We don’t have that. 

We haven’t been doing it, to be upfront. If we have a middle school student that tests positive, that could 

effect several different rooms. We don’t have that. So no, we haven’t done that.  There is just a snowball effect 

that should or could happen and we’re not always doing it. 

 Mr. Nixon – I think the biggest question is, are they being cleaned? 

 Dr. Morrison – We do have one custodial staff that comes into WEMS on Fridays. There are a lot more duties 

that they do. We don’t have time for custodians to clean classrooms in between every class.  That does fall to 



the staff and students potentially. Classrooms are cleaned nightly and there is a custodial staff here on 

Fridays. They are doing the best that they can. 

 Mr. Fleishman – In terms of quarantining and isolation, the board said that we would follow guidelines from 

ADHS. The guidelines from ADHS says if those kids have exposure, they go home. The COVID virus is here.  

I’m not trying to put our fear in the hearts of everyone. I too have a background in biology. This virus is 

acting like a virus. Virus’ are predictable. We now have it here. Apparently most of the people that have it in 

this town, are in the school. It has an incubation period of 7-10 days and during that time people can be 

asymptomatic. If we walk out of here doing nothing, our action here tonight is mute. We’re going to be back 

here again. We’re going to lose teaching staff.  Today was the highest number of COVID infections in the 

state to date.  It’s not going away.  What are we going to do? We put in procedures to protect our students 

and staff.  We did it in good faith with CDC guidance and ADHS guidance and we said lets go back to school. 

I’ve been in the schools a few times and seen the social distancing and mask wearing.  It wasn’t what I had in 

mind when I, as a board member had passed this.  More importantly, I have been in Safeway when the high 

schoolers come in for lunch. This virus doesn’t care if you believe that you’re going to get sick or not. How 

many more have to get sick before we say enough is enough? If we can nip it right now, we may be able to 

survive this. I’m currently a teacher online for my grandkids. Is it difficult? Yes. Are they learning? Yes.  We 

need to get a handle on it right now. I don’t think that it is responsible right now to ignore those who say I’m 

scared. Are you going to be part of the problem or the solution?  I recommend moving to online for the next 

two weeks and put things back in perspective. 

 Mrs. Dent – We  do need to go over this plan.  I notice in here that there are some differences. Some places 

state that they are only requiring a 10 day quarantine.  There is also a place that states, “If you are 

asymptomatic and awaiting a COVID test, no isolation is needed.” Why are staff being sent home and 

quarantined when they don’t have to be according to our plan. 

 Mr. Honsinger – Can I just clarify something.  I don’t think that there has been one time, talking to the 

principals, that we have demanded that any student or staff member be away from school. Not one time have 

we demanded a test. If they wanted to come back we have said that they need to get a test.  I constantly go to 

my two principals.  And we just have talks with people. We say would you be willing to do this? Would you 

be willing to do that? They have always been very agreeable. 

 Dr. Morrison – I can just speak to the close contacts that we have had recently.  I had some staff come to me 

and ask should I?  I just said that was a decision for you to make.  If you wanted to take some time this 

afternoon you can.  We had someone do that today and they came back and worked the after school program. 

 Mr. Honsinger – We have some scenarios here that we can go by. 

 Mrs. Dent – I think that as a board we need to come together and decide what is out of hand. Everybody’s 

number of out of hand cases will be different and we need to come to an agreement on that. I can also tell you 

that as a parent, kids are not going to quarantine for two weeks.  I know that when we did the first week 

online, my kids were literally asking if they could go to so and so’s house to work on homework.  Especially 

with families going on Thanksgiving break, they’re all going to be spending time with families.  I just don’t 

see the two weeks, taking a break, because they are not going to quarantine. 

 Mrs. Payne – I agree with Mrs. Dent. If we take the kids out of the school today, we are giving them 2 ½ weeks 

to interact out on the streets with their friends. We are giving them 2 ½ weeks to go out of town.  We are 

giving their families extra time to travel for Thanksgiving. I just feel that they have a stronger chance of 

getting infected out there on the streets than in this school.  I don’t think that 6 people is an outbreak.  It is 

less than 1% of the student population and the teachers. 

 Mr. Fleishman – This is exactly what I mean.  If we keep the kids home for two weeks they are going to do 

what they want to do.  You can’t keep them quarantined. If you’re a parent and you care about your kids, 

why haven’t you given them the message to stay away from this? Because you don’t believe it.  It’s okay. 

They’ll do what they want to do instead of taking the responsibility and saying this is serious.  This is what 

we as a family need to do.  Your acknowledging that they’re not going to do it. That’s why we are probably 

going to continue to see increases in this district. 

 Mr. Honsinger – I would just like to say that I don’t think that you’re listening to your staff when you have 

that attitude.  I know that if we keep this school opened there are going to be some brave hero’s out there and 

their going to be scared and not want to be there, but they’re going to keep coming. I think others will make 

the decision that they are just not going to. And they may make the decision for you that we’re not going to 

hold school today. 

 Mr. Nixon – These things that we have discussed over and over and over.  We’ll cross that bridge when we 

get there. 

 Dr. Morrison – We’re all here because we care about the students.  I don’t think this situation is all or nothing. 

It doesn’t need to be that we shut the schools down and go online for the rest of the year.  And it doesn’t have 

to be that we stay fully open and have students and staff in the double digits testing positive.  I’m concerned 

about the health of students.  We need to determine specific guidelines on who constitutes a close contact of 

those who test positive and also guidelines on their quarantining to mitigate the spread. We do have some 



cohorting of grade-level students at WEMS, it is possible to quarantine just a class or grade as the need arises. 

I am also concerned about our staff. They would do anything for our students. However, when asked to check 

in on them and how they feel about continuing with in-person learning, I got a mixed bag. I asked 40 staff 

and 7 stated that they were not comfortable. Since yesterday 4 more have come to me. They are concerned 

about either themselves, or their families. I’m also concerned about being able to operate and safely supervise 

and educate students.  Today, at our school alone, we had 7 teacher and 2 support staff out due to illness, 

quarantining, or testing.  Finally, I’m concerned about our students’ mental well being during extended 

closures as well.  This spring was a rough five months.  I want to let you know that I’m very proud of our 

staff and students these first three months of school. 95% of our students follow our mask and other special 

rules this year.  Our staff continues to give their all every single day. Every one of them is doing extra duties 

this year. Whatever is decided tonight, we’ll do our best to serve students. 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to stay in brick  and mortar school and to implement the communication plan 

presented by Mrs. Wells, second by Mrs. Payne. 

 Roll Call Vote: 

o Mr. Fleishman – No 

o Mrs. Payne – Yes 

o Mrs. Dent – Yes 

o Mrs. Wells – Yes 

o Mr. Nixon – Yes 

 Motion approved 4/1 

 

 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – The Governing Board may identify items they would like placed on a future 

agenda.   

 

 Certified Contract – Rewording of Contracts  

 Quarantine Plan 

 
  

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion made by Mr. Nixon to Adjourn, second by Mr. Fleishman 

 Motion approved 5/0 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm 
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