
FRENCHTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

DISTRICT #40 

IT COMMITTEE MEETING … 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2018 

4:20 PM 

Meet in the JH Administrative Conference Room 
 

AGENDA:  

 

I. NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Technology Coordinator Report  

 

Technology has been able to quickly address all School Dude requests. The District currently has 

approximately 430 Chromebooks in use on both campuses. The technology department in looking at a 

new Chromebook which is slightly smaller and comes equipped with a handle and the screen is further 

away from the edge which they believe will cut down on any screen breakage issues. This new 

Chromebook will save the district approximately $1200 per order of 30. There have been 4 damaged and 

repaired Chromebooks this school year. 

 

The technology department is currently getting bids to increase wireless access points on both campuses. 

No access yet to fiber optic cable but that is going out for bid as well. Upfront costs are high but State 

offering to cover most of that expense. Hard wire fiber could be up to double what we pay now. 

 

2. Testing Coordinator Report  

 

Technology has sent an email out regarding needs for upcoming testing. We want to have any issues 

handled so we are prepared. 

 

3. School Reports  

 

JH – 2 Chromebook carts working great.  Saving money for 3rd set of Chromebook to order this 
summer. 

 

HS – 3 Chromebook carts are being used all day every day.  Teachers and students are all 

benefiting. Would like to order more Chromebooks with the goal of 1 to 1 ratio. South Campus – 

Some teachers are asking for desktop computers to be placed back into their classrooms because not 
enough Chromebook time. 

 

4. Computer Rotation – Desktops, iPads, Chromebooks, etc.  

 

One computer lab has been shut down on the South Campus.  Those computers were upgraded and 

rotated into needed areas. The usage of existing iPads was discussed.  Mostly used in Special Ed, 

Speech and CCLC and sports because of needed apps that are not available on Chromebooks. 
Several of our iPads are very old and not able to support upgrades or certain apps.   

 

5. Future of Computer Labs  

 

One computer lab.  Discussion regarding to keep as there is a need for all avenue of access.  

Kindergarten -1st grade wanting lab time.  Research into to other Districts show that they do not 



start teaching tech until 3rd grade.  Students need to learn all platforms, desktop, iPads, 
Chromebooks as they will be needed in the workforce. 

 

6. Technology Requests (SchoolDude)  

 

Addressed above.   

 

7. Projector Use  

 

Discussion from the tech department is that they are finding projectors are not being turned off at the 

end of the school day. This is an ongoing issue.  Discussion regarding costs of projectors and light 

bulb.  Epson is the best value for projectors and bulbs with costs being about half, better output, 

sharper image, and brighter picture.  Maintenance Department will handle the needs of the projector 

and bulbs and Tech with handle the needs of the software.   

 

8. General Discussion  
 

Keep computer lab is the high school. Digital Academy using them as Chromebooks are not a viable 

option. 

 
9. Future Implementation Plan –  

 

Additional Chromebook with the goal of 1 to 1, wireless, fiber optics are all being addressed.  First 

Chromebooks in the District are now 4 years old (Toshiba), no warranty, to date we are able to fix in 

house.  No complaints. Rotation plans discussed.   

 

10. Misc.  
 

None 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

None 

 

III. ADJOURNMENT  

 

4:57PM 

 


