
Welcome to the Bloomington Area 
Career Center (BACC)!  This school 
year finds us with over 500 students 
from 16 schools in our 14 different 
Career and Technical Education 
programs.  We are thrilled that your 
son or daughter has joined us this 
year.  In addition, we have expanded 
our campus, with satellite programs at 
Normal Community, Normal West, 
and Tri-Valley High Schools.  We are 
excited to offer student opportunities 
on these campuses. 

Throughout the year I 
encourage you ask your son or 
daughter for updates on what he or 
she is doing in class.  Beyond the 
technical training we provide, we will 
be providing various opportunities, 
such as building job readiness skills 
with resume and interviewing 
workshops.  Job shadowing  
opportunities and membership in 
SkillsUSA are also available to  
students.  SkillsUSA is a co-curricular  
opportunity that allows students to 
compete against other students in the 
state in their training area, while 
providing students with leadership 
training. 

Information regarding opportunities 
being offered at BACC will be made 
available to your students through 
their classroom teacher.  In addition, 
our website (bacc.district87.org) also  
contains information about our  
programs and the various 
opportunities we offer.  Bloomington 
Area Career Center is also found on  
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
Snapchat—look us up and follow us 
to see the latest in classroom  
activities and opportunities we are 
offering. 

I encourage you to keep in contact 
with us throughout the school year, 
especially with your son or  
daughter’s classroom teacher.   
Generally, email is the easiest way to 
contact our teachers.  Links can be 
found on our website for all of our 
instructors.  In addition, you will have 
opportunities to visit the BACC, 
through events such as our Open 
Houses, Parent-Teacher Conferences, 
and for our awards ceremonies in the 
spring.  We look forward to provid-
ing a unique and challenging  
experience for your student. 

Tom Frazier-Director 

A Little Bit About BACC 

Dual Credits, Certifications and More Can Be Earned! 

At the BACC, students are given career exploration opportunities while 
becoming better prepared for postsecondary education, advanced training, or 
the workforce.  All of our courses prepare students for postsecondary training in 
their BACC area of study. Our students are given presentations and field trips 
that will orientate them to different postsecondary options.  Last year, over 65 
percent of our seniors planned on pursuing postsecondary training (college, 
community college, specialty school, military) in their area of study at BACC. In 
addition, many students earned industry recognized certifications, while many 
others dual credit hours with Heartland Community College, Illinois Central  
College and Joliet Junior College. 

Bloomington Area Career Center 

Fall Spotlight 
BACC Calendar 

Oct. 9 

Columbus Day 

No School 

Oct. 20 

School Improvement Day/No School 

October 25 

8th Grade Career Expo 

8:00am-3:00pm 

October 27 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

No School 

November 16 

BACC Open House for Prospective 
Students 

5:30pm-7:00pm 

November  22, 23, 24 

Thanksgiving Break/No School 

 

Participating Schools 

Bloomington 

Blue Ridge 

Calvary Christian 

Central Catholic 

Clinton 

Cornerstone Christian 

El Paso-Gridley 

Fieldcrest 

Heyworth 

LeRoy 

Lexington 

Normal Community 

Normal Community West 

Olympia 

Ridgeview 

Tri-Valley 

University High 



Gavin Legett 

Normal Community High 
School Senior Gavin Legett 
attended BACC Fire Science 
his Junior year, where he re-
ceived the BACC Program 
Student of the Year award. 

Gavin is currently a BACC EMT Basic student and 
plans on a career in firefighting/paramedic.  He 
would also like to teach and mentor others in this 
field. Gavin has received awards for Technical Hon-
ors Society and German National Honors Society. He 
attended BACC SkillsUSA in the Fire Science Compe-
tition, along with being a member of the El Paso Fire 
Explorer Program and Danvers Fire Cadet Program. 

BACC Normal Rotary Students 
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Computer 
Maintenance students 

working on  
computers! 

Culinary Students making a  
delicious batch of 

Chicken Noodle Soup! 

Criminal Justice students 
were able to sit in on an ISU 

class. 

What’s Happening 
 at BACC... 
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Rebekah Hagberg 

Rebekah is a 2nd year  
Cosmetology student at BACC. She 
will complete the 1500 hours for her 
cosmetology license at the time of 
her high school graduation this 
spring from Normal Community West 
High School.  She plans to attend 

Heartland Community College after graduation for business/
entrepreneur classes with plans of owning her own salon. 
Rebekah earned 1st place at the Skills USA State Cosmetology 
competition and was a National competitor finalist earning 3rd 
place at Skills USA Nationals Cosmetology competition.  She has 
also received the BACC Student of the Quarter Award and is a 
member of the BACC Technical Honors Society. 



Hello BACC parents and students. My name is Peggy Arbuckle, and I would like to introduce myself as 
the Student Services Coordinator for the BACC. There are many opportunities that await your students 
here at the Center. Each month one second year student is selected to be the BACC Normal Rotary Stu-
dent of the Month. This student attends the Normal Rotary meetings and is eligible for a scholarship at 
the end of the year.  
Another opportunity for students is to be part of the National Technical Honor Society. This is an  
organization that honors outstanding student achievement in the Career and Technical Education fields. 
Students are nominated by their BACC teachers and then evaluated by a membership panel. Induction 
takes place second semester. Students can also develop their leadership skills by joining our Student  
Ambassador Team. Student Ambassadors are the face of the Bloomington Area Career Center. Many  
classes have the opportunity to earn dual credit through Heartland Community College, Illinois  
Central College, and Joliet Junior College.  

The Student Services office also oversees the management of IEP’s and accommodations at the Center. 
We will meet with students who need extra help understanding and studying their course material. We 
also work with the instructors and home schools to meet those needs.  Please feel free to contact me  
during your student’s training at the Bloomington Area Career Center to further your student’s success.  

Mrs. Peggy Arbuckle-Career Services Coordinator     Ex. 5183 or arbucklep@district87.org  

 

My name is Nicole Meyer, and I am the Business and Community Coordinator here at the BACC. I work 
with local businesses to help students get real-life experiences through field trips, guest speakers, job 
shadowing and internships. I am also available to help students apply for college, financial aid, and  
scholarships. This year I will continue to  co-sponsor our student organization, SkillsUSA, with Ms. White. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

Ms. Nicole Meyer-Business & Community Coordinator    Ex. 5163 or meyern@district87.org 

Student Services Corner 

Let’s Connect! 

Find us on the following social media sites: 

Bloomington Area Bloomington_ACC 

Career Center 

 

 

Bloomington Area @Bloomington_ACC 

Career Center 
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New Faces at BACC 

Kitty Belsly joins BACC as the new Culinary Arts instructor.  She has been teaching Family and Consum-
er Sciences since 1995. She earned her undergraduate degree from ISU and her  
Masters Degree from St. Xavier's University.  She has taken several culinary  
classes at the Culinary Institute of American in Hyde Park, New York, as well as at 
Kendall Culinary College in Chicago, Illinois.  Her husband, Mark, and her have a 
blended family of 4 children and 2 Labradors.  Welcome to BACC, Mrs. Belsly! 

 

Jacob Corley joins BACC as the new instructor for the Construction Trades program.  He attended  
U-High and worked in construction for seven years over the summers.  Jacob 
previously taught at Streator Township High School running the welding  
program and helping the IVCC to start a satellite campus in Streator.  Outside 
of school, he farms with his dad.  They raise beef cattle and bale a total of 
about 500 acres of hay and straw.  He enjoys spending time with his wife, Karly, 
and their 17 month old daughter, Mia.  Welcome to BACC, Mr. Corley!! 

 

Keri Deters joins BACC as a new secretary in the office.  Before staying home with 
her two young daughters, Keri was a 5th and 6th grade teacher for almost 8 years.  
Now that both of her girls are in school, she is excited to begin working with the 
students and staff at BACC!  She enjoys reading and spending time with her  
husband, Paul, and girls, Kamryn and Cecilia.  Welcome to BACC, Mrs. Deters. 

 

Brandon Falbe joins BACC as the Civil Engineering & Architecture instructor.  He 
just moved to Illinois from Georgia this July.  He grew up in Covington, Georgia 
and has been teaching Engineering for the past 6 years.  Before he started  
teaching, he worked at a lighting company designing and prototyping light  
fixtures.  Welcome to BACC, Mr. Falbe! 

 

John Grussing joins BACC as the new Fire Science and EMT instructor.  John retired 
from the Normal Fire  Department as an Assistant Chief after 27 years of service.  
He also served as President of the Central Illinois Fire Chiefs and currently volun-
teers for the Towanda Fire Department.  John likes to fly airplanes, ride his 
motorcycle, read, camp, hike and play golf.  He is also a diver for the Regional  

Underwater Recovery Team.  Welcome to BACC, Mr. Grussing! 
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BACC Students Compete at 2017 SkillsUSA Nationals Championship 

Bloomington Area Career Center (BACC) had 16 students who represent the state of Illinois at the 2017 
SkillsUSA National Conference in Louisville, Kentucky, June 19-24. Bloomington Area Career Center (BACC) 

student Rebekah Hagberg (Normal West High School) placed 3rd in the nation in the Cosmetology  
competition. Over the course of her two day competition Rebekah was responsible for completing a  

women's cut, men's cut, updo design, and a professional interview.  
 

The SkillsUSA conference featured over 6,000 students in more than 100 professional and skill competitions. 
BACC students competed in areas such as Pin Design, Technical Computer Applications, Medical  

Terminology, Promotional Bulletin Board Design, Health Knowledge Bowl, Construction Teamwork, and Job  
Demonstration.  

Other Area Competitors and their results are:  
6th Place- Quinnie Calvert, T-Shirt Design  

7th Place- Jacob Regis, Technical Computer Applications  
9th Place-Hunter Hume, Devon Reed, Raegan Townsend, Promotional Bulletin Board  

12th Place-Chanse Ridgeway, Job Demonstration  
17th Place-Natalie Alfeo, Medical Terminology  

18th Place-Madison Tomlin, Kyler Ghrist,  
Marriah Nunn, Emma Horn, Health Knowledge Bowl  

19th Place-Robert Sipes, Aaron Steiner, Kaleb Murphy,  Preston Bieber, Construction Teamworks 
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 Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held at BACC according to the following schedule: 

Thursday, October 26th 
4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. Scheduled Conferences 

6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Walk In Conferences 
 

Friday, October 27th 
7:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m. Scheduled Conferences 
10:00 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Walk In Conferences 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

Parent -Teacher Conferences for Mrs. Wingate’s and Mrs. Riehle’s Nurse Assisting classes and Ms. 
White’s Graphic Design and Video Production class will be held according to the following schedule: 

Friday, October 27th 
7:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m. Scheduled Conferences 
10:00 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Walk In Conferences 
12:15 p.m.—2:30 p.m.  Walk In Conferences 

 

We will be scheduling conferences online through Skyward.  If you do not have parent access through Skyward, please 
go to the Skyward Login tab on the BACC website.   

 

How to schedule using Skyward: Go to this link to watch a “how-to” video (goo.gl/tUJQAc) 

 
Please don’t hesitate to call the main office at BACC if you have any questions.  We  

appreciate the opportunity to partner with you to help your student achieve success.  
BACC office: (309)-829-8671 

 

 

Cosmetology Conferences will be held at Hairmasters on Thursday evening and Friday morning.  To  
schedule an appointment, call Hairmasters at (309) 828-1884. 

Metals Conferences: To schedule an appointment with Mr. Jacobs, please email at  
Randall.jacobs@heartland.edu or call (309) 268-8872. 

To schedule an appointment with Mr. McFarland, please call the Tri-Valley office at 309-378-2911. 
They will host conferences on Thursday, 10/19 – 1:20 – 7:20pm 

Friday, 10/20 – 8:20 – 11:20am 
Geo/Construction Conferences: To schedule an appointment with our satellite teachers, please email the  

teacher directly: 
Mr. Lehr at LEHRDM@unit5.org  

Mr. Scornavacco at scornavaccor@unit5.org  

Mr. Keller at kellerb@unit5.org  
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