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November 13, 2020 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Governor Parson held a press conference yesterday giving school districts an option that will 
eliminate the 14-day quarantine period required for close contacts for thousands of Missouri 
students, teachers and other school staff.  Here is a link to the Governor’s press release: 
https://governor.mo.gov/press-releases/archive/governor-parson-announces-changes-states-k-
12-school-quarantine-guidance. As with many things relative to COVID-19, there are a multitude 
of considerations to make when considering this option. The purpose of this letter is to share 
background and collect feedback from parents before considering any change to our current 
practices. 

As many of you have personally experienced, a 14-day quarantine because of close contact is 
often detrimental to our students and creates challenges for families who may need to miss 
work to take care of their children. During a quarantine period students miss out on valuable 
classroom content, a nutritional breakfast and lunch, while not being allowed to participate in 
athletics and other extracurricular activities.  Since over 50% of our families report they do not 
have access to high-speed internet, many of our students in quarantine cannot take advantage 
of virtual lessons or in many cases work on content shared through a digital platform.  It is our 
goal to keep students safe and learning and involved with the activities they love.  When a 
student is identified as a close contact of an individual who tests positive they are mandated by 
our local health department to enter into quarantine for a period of 14 days from their date of 
close contact regardless of whether or not they ever exhibit symptoms.   

Additionally, when our faculty and staff are identified as close contacts, it is a challenge to find a 
substitute for that individual.  One of our concerns is we may arrive at a point where we are 
forced to close school because too many staff members are in quarantine and we are not able 
to stay open.  Here are our Year-to-Date (YTD) figures relative to COVID-19: 

  YTD Positive 
Cases 

YTD 
Quarantined 

# of Close Contacts Who Tested Positive 
While in Quarantine 

Students 9 78 0 

Staff 2 9 0 

Governor Parson’s option applies only to schools that already require students and teachers to 
wear masks throughout the school day (when they are unable to be socially distant). As you are 
aware, we have no such requirement for students here at Macks Creek School, but do require 
all adults in the building to wear masks when they cannot be socially distant.  If we were to 
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require our students to wear masks (when they are unable to be socially distant), we would no 
longer have to quarantine so many students. This would mean many students could remain in 
school and continue to participate in the activities they enjoy without interruption. Under the new 
guidance, students identified as close contacts will still be notified of their status as a close 
contact and asked to monitor for symptoms. It should be noted there are instances during the 
school day when students are socially distant and will be able to remove their masks if they 
prefer. For example, in many of our classrooms, students have assigned seats where they are 
at least 6 feet away from other students.  

One of the reasons for not requiring masks when we reopened school was because the 
guidelines previously stated it didn’t matter if both parties were wearing a mask or not, every 
close contact must be quarantined.  Now, with the Governor’s new direction, if all parties are 
masked when they aren’t socially distant, only the party who tests positive for COVID-19 must 
be isolated. Please see the following graphic released by DESE and DHSS illustrating different 
scenarios relative to this new option: https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/wear-a-mask_stay-
in-school.pdf 

To provide feedback through a brief survey regarding this topic, please visit:  
 
https://forms.gle/JMjZmYj1xG8dvqv29 
 
Thank you very much for providing feedback! 
 

Sincerely, 

    Josh  
Dr. Josh Phillips 
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