
November 13, 2020 

COVID-19 Update 

Today, I’d like to provide a few updates on the COVID-19 situation and protocols within the district.   

First, thank you to everyone for doing their part in keeping the spread of this illness to a minimum 

within our schools.  We truly appreciate the attention paid to honestly monitoring symptoms, keeping 

children home when they’re symptomatic (even with minor symptoms), proactively keeping children 

and siblings home while awaiting test results for members of the household, and communicating with 

school district representatives.  These important sacrifices are, at best, inconvenient, and often 

downright frustrating and irritating.   

The mantra, “We’re all in this together” is very true in a literal sense in this situation in that we all 

depend on one another to do their part in following protocols to limit the exposure of family, friends, 

classmates, and school staff so that we can march on in providing the in-person education and access to 

extra-curricular activities that are so critical for our children. 

Several weeks back, we began providing active COVID-19 numbers for our school district on the district’s 

COVID-19 webpage in place of form letters for individual cases.  That data is updated daily as active 

cases fluctuate.  In many cases, because people have taken positive preventive approach to managing 

household illnesses such as staying out of school when there are suspected cases of infection within the 

household, the positive cases of students or staff reported were never at school or in school facilities 

during their infectious period. 

We continue to work with the South Dakota Department of Health to investigate positive cases and 

identify those “close contacts” who may have been exposed and are at risk of developing infection. 

Department of Health Quarantine/Isolation Calculators 

Recently, the South Dakota Department of Health released a new calculator function on its website to 

aid the general public in determining the dates of isolation periods or quarantine periods.   

School Breakfast and Lunch Programs 

Free school breakfast and lunch services through the end of the school year to all enrolled students 

regardless of income eligibility.  All students are enrolled and receiving benefits. 

 

Abbot BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen Tests 

The District has developed a new protocol for the administration of rapid COVID-19 tests.  The use of 

these tests is authorized and provided for by the South Dakota Department of Health and South Dakota 

Department of Education.  These rapid tests involve collecting a specimen by use of a nasal swab 

inserted about 1 inch into each nostril which is much less invasive than the nasopharyngeal swabs used 

for the PCR tests given in most clinics.  Results are available in 15 to 30 minutes after specimen 

collection. 

The tests can be used on symptomatic students or staff members and intended specifically for those 

whose symptoms begin during the school day.  There are some clear benefits to implementation and 

use of the rapid tests, most notably the turn-around time of 15-30 minutes as opposed to 2-4 days and 

cost.  These tests are available at no charge.  For students who develop symptoms outside of school 

hours, we must insist that they not show up at school.  Please do not send symptomatic children to 

https://www.grotonarea.com/o/groton/page/coronavirus-covid19-information
https://doh.sd.gov/COVID/Calculator/default.aspx
https://www.grotonarea.com/article/328188?org=groton
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


school.  Testing for students who develop symptoms outside of school hours (overnight, for example) is 

available by appointment by contacting school nurse, Beth Gustafson, at 605-397-8381. 

Groton Area School District Rapid Covid Testing 

Groton Area School District Rapid Covid Testing Consent Form 

Christmas Concerts 

The middle school and high school students will be performing separate concerts on Tuesday, December 

8, 2020 for the middle school and on Thursday, December 10, 2020 for the high school, both at 7:00 PM.  

We encourage those attending to follow the advice of our health professionals: wear a mask, physically 

distance from others not in your household, stay home if you’re sick, and wash your hands. 

The elementary students will perform their concert live streamed only on Thursday, December 22 at 

1:00 PM from the elementary school.  School will dismiss at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 22 for 

Christmas break. 

3rd Quarter Remote Learning 

The deadline to apply for remote learning for the third quarter is Thursday, December 10, 2020. 

Off-Campus Remote Learning Contract 

Respectfully, 

Joe Schwan 

Superintendent 

 

https://5il.co/n1xh
https://5il.co/n1xg
https://5il.co/irp4

