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Inside this  issue: 

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 
(COVID-19) UPDATE 

Governor Bullock ordered all Mon-
tana schools to continue to be closed 
until May 6, 2020 to help lower the 
curve on the spread of COVID-19.  
Frenchtown School District #40 is 
delivering educational services off 
campus to all PK-12 students during 
the shutdown. 

From the Governor's Press Release 
of April 22, 2020: 

"On May 7, all schools will have the 
option to return to in-classroom 
teaching delivery at the discretion 
of local school boards. Montana's 
travel quarantine will remain in ef-
fect and out of state travelers and 
residents arriving from another 
state or country back to Montana 
for non-work related purposes are 
required to quarantine for 14 days." 

From the school guidelines: 

School Reopening Considerations  

MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE 

 Consider use of face coverings 
by all staff and students 

 Keep students with the same 
group and in the same classroom, 
with teachers rotating when 
practical. 

 Consider students eating lunch in 
the classroom to help limit mix-
ing of students. 

 Cancel extracurricular activities. 

 Prevent any non-school staff, 
including parents, from entering 
school buildings. 

 Consider reducing bus loads to 
allow for one student per seat. 

District Administration will develop 
recommendations on how the dis-
trict will finish the remainder of 
the school year to present to the 
School Board at a special school 
board meeting on Wednesday, April 
29, 2020.  After that meeting, 
parents of students will revive a 
letter with information about what 
the school Board has directed the 
administration to do about the re-
mainder of the school year. 

Also, on April 22, 2020, Mark Beck-
man (MHSA Director) announced 
“that all high school spring activities 
for 2020 are cancelled due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic which is 
affecting communities across our 
country.” (See entire announcement 
in this newsletter) 

As long as all Frenchtown schools 
remain closed, teachers have digital 
lessons or homework packets to send 
home to deliver academics to stu-
dents by using its bus routes. This 
method of delivering educational 
services will continue during the time 
period of the closure of Frenchtown 
schools.   

Remember that while the school is 
closed: 

1. Breakfast and Lunch is available to 
all persons under the age of 18 dur-
ing weekdays at no cost.  (See entire 
announcement in this newsletter). 
The district is delivering meals by 
using the morning bus routes to drop 
them off at the normal bus stops 
plus an added stop in Arlee for our 
out of district students. Breakfast 
and Lunch is also available to all stu-

dents in a curbside pick-up manner at 
the Elementary School. Meals will be 
available from 8:00 to 11:00 am.  

2. Please be advised that all schools 
and facilities such as the gyms, 
wrestling room, weight room, play-
grounds, track, and playing fields will 
be closed until further notice. White 
cards/Fobs are turned off and doors 
are locked. We realize that this is a 
great inconvenience but we are doing 
our best to help keep our community 
healthy and safe. 

Again we thank you all for your un-
derstanding and patience in this mat-
ter. This is all uncharted territory 
for all of us. Stay home and stay 
healthy. 

2020 SCHOOL ELECTION 

There are three candidates that 
have filed for the two trustee posi-
tions.  Filing for open trustee posi-
tions ended Thursday, March 26, 
2020. No write-in candidates filed.   

 

The three candidates are: 

John Hogland  

Shiloh Lucier 

Bryce Simpson (I) 

 

As there are more candidates then 
positions, there will be a school 
board election with the top two vote 
getters being elected to the trustee 
positions.  There is no operations 
levy request on the ballot. The elec-
tion will be by mail with ballots due 
on the School Election day of May 5, 
2020. 

From the Desk 

of  

Superintendent 

Randy Cline 
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SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

John Hogland 

As a devoted husband and father of two children 
attending Frenchtown schools, I have always val-
ued knowledge and the importance of our public 
schools. As a Biological Scientist with the Rocky 
Mountain Research Station, I use the skills 
learned through our public education systems to 
explore questions related to our environment, to 
better understand processes that occur within our 
surroundings, and ultimately to share insights de-
rived from my research with the local, national, 
and international community. My family and I view 
ourselves fortunate to be part of the Frenchtown 
community and are very proud of the students and 
faculty at our elementary, intermediate, middle, 
and high schools. As part of the Frenchtown com-
munity, I have been lucky to be involved with our 
schools as a volunteer, guest speaker, school com-
mittee member, sports coach, academics helper, 
and (hopefully with your vote) as a board trustee.  

 

As board trustee, I will continue the effort to 
make Frenchtown schools the best in Montana and 
the nation. I believe that education is one of the 
cornerstones to individual, community, state, and 
national success and that the beginning of that 
success starts with our schools. If elected, I will 
do everything I can to ensure a high quality educa-
tion for our children, so that they have every op-
portunity to pursue the skills, knowledge, and abili-
ties needed to be a successful member of our so-
ciety. 

Shiloh Lucier  

My name is Shiloh Lucier and I am running for a 
school board position within the Frenchtown school 
district. I was raised in Montana and am married 
to Shane Lucier, a Frenchtown native. We have 
been married for 14 years and have two sons that 
both attend Frenchtown School - Ethan a 3rd grad-
er and Joshua a freshman in high school.  We also 
have a granddaughter, Natalee Steinbach, who 
attends the 5th grade at Frenchtown.  Joshua, 
Ethan and Natalee are all sports enthusiast and 
have a passion for learning. We recently lived on 
the family farm in Frenchtown until it was sold, 
and Shane made the decision to retire as a farmer 
within the Frenchtown community. Our love for 
this community had us putting down roots in 
Shane’s hometown. We enjoy our family time, 
whether it’s fishing, playing a game of HORSE, 
board games, or cheering the locals on at school 
events.  Most weekends we can be found support-
ing our beloved Broncs, sporting the Bronc pride.  

I currently work for Missoula County in the Office 
of Emergency Management.  I have a Bachelor of 
Science in Criminal Justice with a concentration in 
Human Services, as well as an Associates in Busi-
ness. I understand the importance of creating a 
safe environment for our children to learn and for 
us, as a community, to help establish that environ-
ment by investing in our administration and teach-
ers. As an Emergency Management worker, I am 
constantly assisting in the preparations of plans to 

assist in emergency situations.  Because of my ex-
perience and knowledge, I recognize that having an 
open and productive communication between the 
school and community is vital to ensuring the safe-
ty and growth of our most influential resources, 
our children.  

I will work diligently to be a voice, advocate and 
emissary for the students, staff and community if 
chosen as a school board representative.  I won’t 
do this perfectly, but I will do it with dedication, 
loyalty and an open mind. The quality of investment 
in our children produces the value of their experi-
ences. We all want Frenchtown school district to 
continue to be the model for Montana schools-the 
touchstone for quality education, both academical-
ly and socially. I would greatly appreciate your 
vote in this year’s school board election and look 
forward to serving you, both as a friend and an 
advocate. In the words of my 8-year-old,  
“LETS GO!” Let’s do this together!   

 
Bryce Simpson  
Hello Frenchtown, 
My name is Bryce Simpson and I am running for 
School Board Trustee.  I was born and raised in 
Frenchtown and graduated with the class of 
1991.  Following high school I served in the Army 
for four years, stationed in Germany, and then 
served in the Montana Army National Guard in 
Havre, Montana.  While in Havre, I attended MSU 
Northern earning a BA in Diesel Technology.  I 
moved back to Frenchtown in 1999 and purchased 
property overlooking the Frenchtown Valley.  My 
wife Kim and I were married in 2001 and began 
work on our home and family.  Kim taught school at 
Frenchtown for several years but we both decided 
we preferred she was at home with our children 
while they were young.  When they started school 
she began substitute teaching at the 
school.  Throughout the years I have tried to be 
involved in as many of their school and athletic 
activities as possible.  I have maintained many 
close relationships with local friends and family 
and gained many new friends in the area as well.  I 
worked at Kenworth Sales Company for 10 years 
and then took a job as the Transport Manager for 
Hi-Noon Petroleum in Missoula.  I truly enjoy my 
job at Hi-Noon and its many daily challenges. 
The past 3 years I have served on the School 
Board have been challenging.  We have faced nu-
merous tough decisions and always worked to do 
what is best for Frenchtown.  We’ve been able to 
lower the school tax burden on the Frenchtown 
residents while making huge improvements in safe-
ty and building maintenance.  We keep a close eye 
on how the budget is spent and always seek to hire 
the most qualified teachers and administration.  I 
have reached a point in my life that I feel I have a 
great deal of experience in many areas and also a 
great deal of pride in Frenchtown.  I am proud to 
represent the voice of my friends and family and 
make the decisions they support and the decisions 
that will continue the traditions we have in 
place.  All students that attend Frenchtown de-
serve the best education we can offer, and I wish 
to be a part of making that happens.  Being a 

Frenchtown Trustee isn’t easy, and sometimes it 
isn’t fun, but I always leave board meetings know-
ing that we did great things for our school.  Thank 
you for your support. 
GO BRONCS! 
 
MHSA SPRING ACTIVITIES STATUS 
TO:                   MHSA SCHOOL ADMIN-
ISTRATORS  
FROM:              MARK BECKMAN, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR                  
 

“As you are aware, the Governor has issued a reo-
pening plan for the state which included local 
school districts to determine allowing in-person 
instruction on May 7th.  

 

Because of the previous MHSA Board action, re-
sumption of spring activities depended on our stu-
dent’s ability to return to in-person instruction 
without restrictions by May 4th and if in-person 
instruction didn’t resume by that time without 
restrictions, spring activities would be can-
celled.   The spring 2020 is cancelled due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic which is affecting 
communities across our country.  

 

The MHSA Executive Board proceeded with cau-
tious optimism holding on to hope to realistically 
resume spring activities.  It would be difficult to 
conduct meaningful spring activities from this late 
date, with many schools deciding not to return to 
in-person instruction, with the social distancing 
recommendations still in place, and along with many 
other factors.    

We empathize with all the students, schools and 
communities that this decision impacts, and espe-
cially with the many seniors that have shown ma-
turity and resolve as their culminating year of high 
school has been impacted beyond activities and 
athletics due to this COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
Class of 2020 will not be forgotten. 

We look forward to the resumption of high school 
activities during the 2020-2021 school year with 
some level of normalcy. Our office will be entirely 
focused on contingency plans for the 2020 fall 
season and beyond, should they be needed. 

We will continue to communicate as state, local 
and health agencies keep us informed of new pub-
lic health guidelines.” 

THE 2020 SBAC ASSESSMENT 

The SBAC tests in the 3rd through 8th grades have 
been cancelled for 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the related shutdown of schools 
during the testing period.  

 

In the 11th grade, the state assessment is the ACT 
test.  The juniors who normally would have taken 
the test in April will be given the option of taking 
the test in the fall of their Senior year. 
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END OF THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR AND 
FHS GRADUATION 

 

The 2019-2020 school year will finish for students 
on Thursday, June 4, 2020.  The last teacher PIR 
day, Check-out Day, will be on Friday, June 5, 
2020.  Graduation for the Class of 2020 is sched-
uled for Sunday, May 31, 2020.  It will be in the 
FHS gymnasium at 11:00 AM. Of course, the plans 
for graduation are now tentative, depending on 
what is taking place at the  end of May due to 
COVID-19 and what restrictions there are in place 
statewide.  

 

LETTER FROM THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION, THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCA-
TION, AND THE MONTANA PUBLIC EDUCA-
TION CENTER 

 

 DATE: April 9, 2020  

TO: District and County Superintendents  

FROM: The Office of Public Instruction  

The Montana Public Education Center  

RE: Graduation and School Year-End Recommen-
dations  

Dear District and County Superintendents,  

We are writing to offer guidance as you plan for 
school year-end activities including graduation cer-
emonies. At this time, the Governor is making pub-
lic policy decisions in two-week timeframes based 
on the best available advice from public health 
officials. As school leaders, we know that you 
would like additional certainty in planning the rest 
of your academic year.  

At this time, national health authorities are stat-
ing that social distancing recommendations will be 
in place at least through May and possibly into the 
summer. We can expect that even if the Gover-
nor’s “Stay At Home” and “School Closure” direc-
tives are lifted after April 24th that social dis-
tancing guidelines will still be recommended.  

Therefore, we advise that you plan to continue 
your distance learning plans through the remainder 
of this school year and also plan to not hold large-
scale in-person graduation ceremonies. We encour-
age you to postpone graduation ceremonies until 
later in the year or come up with alternative plans 
to honor your graduates, ensuring equity in recog-
nition for all students, including special education 
students.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to reach out.  

Sincerely,  

Elsie Arntzen, Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion  

Darlene Schottle, Board of Public Education  

Kirk Miller, School Administrators of Montana  

Lance Melton, Montana School Boards Association  

Dennis Parman, Montana Rural Education Associa-
tion  

Eric Feaver, Montana Federation of Public Employ-
ees  

Dianne Burke, Montana Quality Education Coalition  

Denise Williams, Montana Association of School 
Business Officials  

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Elsie Arntzen is Montana's Superintendent of 
Public Instruction  

March 31, 2020  

I want to thank Montana's students, teachers, 
parents, and school leaders for your tremendous 
leadership in these extraordinary times! The 
OPI is here to serve you each and every day.     

COVID-19 Updates  

To view the latest updates and press releases 
from the OPI, DPHHS, the Governor’s Office, and 
other state agencies visit our website. 

For education resources and updates related to 
COVID-19 visit our website. 

Be sure to sign up for the OPI’s newsletters on our 
website. 

The U.S. Department of Education has approved 
the OPI’s request to waive requirements for 
the 2019-2020 school year assessment, ac-
countability, and reporting for states and local 
education agencies under ESSA. The waiver 
still requires the OPI to solicit public comment  
on the request.  Any comments on this waiver 
should be directed to essainput@mt.gov. 

Montana is projected to receive $41.3 million 
through the Title I formula (but with local flexibil-
ity over use) and $8.8 million for the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief Fund from the federal 
CARES Act. The OPI will share with districts their 
projected allocations as soon as they are available. 
Districts are also able to directly apply for Project 
SERV funds which can be used for a variety of 
disaster responses: https://www2.ed.gov/
programs/dvppserv/applicant.html 

Superintendent’s Office COVID-19 Outreach  

 Six calls with district and county superinten-
dents 

 Phone call with the Governor 

 Phone call with Secretary DeVos 

 Phone Call with Assistant Secretary Mark 
Schultz on Special Education 

 Phone call with Deputy Education Secretary 
Zais and State Superintendents from ND, SD, WY, 
ID, and AK 

 Seven press releases issued on OPI’s actions 
and waiver requests 

 Dozens of media interviews 

 Dedicated COVID-19 education webpage with 
resources and udpates 

 Constant communication with the Governor’s 
office, education associations, Congressional offic-
es, the Department of Education, DPHHS, and the 
Montana Coronavirus task force 

Waiver requests to provide schools with flexibility 
in delivering alternative education and nutrition 
services. 

FREE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 

NOW AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL CLO-

SURE 

In this unprecedented time of school closures, 

many Montana children are at risk of experiencing 

learning loss without access to healthy meals.  The 

USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

helps combat learning loss by providing meals to 

kids and teens, age 18 and under.  Frenchtown 

School District is partnering with the USDA in 

providing free healthy meals for all children during 

this closure, to insure that our students grow and 

thrive while away from the school environment.  If 

you are interested in receiving free breakfast and 

lunch each school day, simply contact your stu-

dent’s building secretary or let your child(ren)’s bus 

driver know when they deliver distance learning 

materials.  No application or registration is re-

quired.  Meals will be available for curb side pickup 

at Frenchtown Elementary School from 8:00 a.m. to 

11:00 a.m., and will also be delivered by bus on 

each route.  This program will continue throughout 

the school closure. 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 

offices, and employees, and institutions participat-

ing in or administering USDA programs are pro-

hibited from discriminating based on race, color, 

national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any pro-

gram or activity conducted or funded by USDA.  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative 

means of communication for program information 

should contact the Agency where they applied for 

benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing 

or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 

through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-

8339.  Additionally, program information may be 

made available in languages other than English. 

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Management-Operations/Office-of-the-Superintendent
mailto:essainput@mt.gov
mailto:The%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Education%20has%20just%20released%20that%20states%20are%20allowed%20to%20submit%20a%20one-year%20waiver%20to%20waive%20requirements%20for%20assessment,%20accountability,%20and%20reporting%20for%20states%20and%20local%20ed
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/dvppserv/applicant.html
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/dvppserv/applicant.html
https://news.mt.gov/superintendent-arntzen-submits-comprehensive-state-and-federal-waiver-requests-for-local-schools
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From the Desk of  

Jake Haynes 

High School Principal 

 

 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Com-
plaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at:  http:/
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and 
at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in the letter all of the infor-
mation requested in the form.  To request a copy 
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Sub-
mit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) 
mail:  U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)690-7442; or (3) 
email: program_intake@usda.gov.  This institution 
is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-You Parents, Guardians and Friends of 
the Frenchtown School Community we under-
stand that distance learning is challenging! We 
commend you for your efforts to continue edu-
cation from home. We hope you all are healthy! 
We appreciate all of your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the school is closed, teachers and sup-
port staff have been working hard to continue to 
provide quality education to our students. We 
acknowledge the disparities that exist related to 
technology and access to online resources. We are 
working to provide quality instruction in a variety 
of ways, rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 
Given the challenging circumstances surrounding 
distance learning the school board has adopted an 
alternative grading policy. The policy allows for a 
Pass/Fail option to Semester grades. The entire 
policy is listed below but here is a quick summary: 

Teachers will assign letter grades A-F for 2nd se-
mester. If a student or parent is unhappy with the 
letter grade they can request the Pass/Fail option 

within 10 calendar days after the report cards 
have been sent home. The request must be in 
writing and submitted to the district clerk. A fail-
ing grade is a grade that falls below 60% and will 
remain as a failing grade. (An F is an F) Students 
earning a Fail in a course will not earn credit and 
will be subject to extra-curricular eligibility con-
sequences. Grades converted to the Pass/Fail op-
tion will not negatively impact a student’s GPA. An 
example: A student is working hard to maintain a 
high GPA but earned a C in a second semester 
class. The student can request to have the C 
changed to a P which would not impact their GPA. 
If you have further questions please contact the 
high school office. 

Frenchtown School Board adopts an alternative 
grading policy 

A few other updates: 

 The majority of Teachers continue to be on 
campus every day and are accessible to stu-
dents via Zoom, Google Hangout/Connect etc. 
Teachers, Counselors, Office staff, Para Edu-
cators and Administrators are actively calling 
families checking on students offering sup-
port and encouragement.  

 Students can return work through buses any 
morning or use the library drop box option 
located in the east parking lot. We are also 

offering curbside pick-up for work and or 
miscellaneous items needed out of student 
lockers. 

 Breakfast and lunches are being delivered 
through the busses. They are free to all stu-
dents. 

 Infinite Campus continues to be updated.  
Please check grades! Mid-term of 4th quarter 
is May 1st.  

 Montana Digital Academy courses continue 
as scheduled. 

 The ACT test for juniors was canceled.  
Current juniors can take it for free in the fall 
of their senior year (October 6th).  

 AP testing will go on.  They have made some 
adjustments to the tests and are allowing 
students to take the test from home. AP 
teachers have shared this information with 
their students.  

 Scholarships! Students should continue apply-
ing for scholarships.  Keep checking French-
town's scholarship page (ftsd.org, counseling 
department, scholarships) for applications and 
due dates.  Scholarships that are due to Mrs. 
Terzo can be dropped off in the library drop-
box, sent through the buses, or emailed 
(terzob@ftsd.org) using your ftbroncs ac-
count.   

 We are holding on to the hope that we will be 
able to have a graduation ceremony and if not 
recognize the seniors is some way! 

mailto:program_intake@usda.gov
mailto:terzob@ftsd.org
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6-12 Counseling NEWSLETTER 
 
College Credit for High School students: If your 
student will be a senior next year and is interest-
ed in taking classes either at the University of 
Montana or online through a number of Montana 
colleges please have them contact one of the coun-
selors.  This is a wonderful opportunity for stu-
dents to get a jump start on their college career 
at a great price (average cost roughly $65 per 
credit).  
 
Montana Digital Academy: Any students interest-
ed in taking an original online class through the 
digital academy in the fall should email the counse-
lors before the end of the school year to register.  
 
Montana Digital Academy classes are still active 
for second semester, including credit recovery.  
Students should continue working on their online 
classes.  Semester grades will be posted to tran-
scripts in June. 
 
Schedules for 2020-2021: Counselors will be com-
pleting schedules toward the end of May.  We will 
reach out to students to explain the schedule 
changing process.     
 
Future Planning 
 
MCIS:  Students can prepare for and explore op-
tions for life after high school by taking interest 
inventories, explore career and university options 
on Montana Career Information Systems. 
The site is free and Frenchtown login information 
is below.  They can also build resumes, search job 
outlooks and search for scholarships. 
 
https://portal.mcis.intocareers.org/   
 
Password and Login Information: 
High School Username:  frenchtownhs   Pass-
word: plan7ing 
Middle School     Username:  frenchtownms  
Password:  plan7ing 
 
Visit a College Virtually 
Virtual Campus Tours:  https://campustours.com/ 
 
Testing: 

The ACT that was canceled due to school closures 
has been rescheduled for October 6th.  Any stu-
dent in the Class of 2021 who would like to take 
the ACT on that date may do so for free.  Stu-
dents are encouraged to also look at act.org if 
they are interested in taking the ACT this sum-
mer.  

 
ACT Prep Resources  

Magoosh, Prep Scholar, Kaptest and Khan Acade-
my.  Please visit the counseling department web-
site for direct links. 

 
Advanced Placement tests will be offered May 11-
22.  Tests have been shortened and will be of-
fered online.  Students can look on https://
apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/
taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?
SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=36645111 to view the 
test schedule. 
 
Students not wishing to take the AP test may can-
cel with no fee.  Please reach out to Mrs. Terzo if 
you would like to cancel a test. 
 
MAP Testing 
If school is in session in May, MAP testing will still 
occur in the middle school.  
 
Scholarships 

 
Students should continue applying for scholar-
ships.  View the Frenchtown Scholarship Page by 
visiting ftsd.org, counseling department, scholar-
ship information.  Continue following the link to 
the scholarship page. 

 

The MUS Honor Scholarship  

The MUS Scholarship is a 4-year renewable schol-

arship, which waives the recipient’s tuition when 

used at an eligible campus. Its average value at a 4

-year Montana campus is $5,000 a year or 

$20,000 for four years.  

This year, Frenchtown had 5 recipients of this 

scholarship: Vivian Cummins,  MiKaela Field, Kaiden 

Romney, Lydia West, Aubrie Zohner 

Congratulations to each of you! 

 

Resources to help with health and academics 
during Coronavirus shelter in place orders: 

Mental Health:  

Anxiety and Dealing with Coronavirus: 

www.anxietycanada.com/articles/what-to-do-if-
you-are-anxious-or-worried-about-coronavirus-
covid-19/ 

SAMHSA- Substance abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 

https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/
priv/sma14-4893.pdf 

Online Tutoring Options: 

Good Housekeeping magazine reviewed several 
online tutoring sites in an article that can be found 
at 
www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/q2954
8871/best-online-tutoring-websites/ 
Khan Academy:  www.khanacademy.org 

Google Classroom: 

Students can stay up to date with the Middle 
School and High School Counselors through Google 
Classroom.   Students will all be invited to join 
their grade level class. 

Stay healthy and Safe.  We are thinking about 
you and please feel free to reach out. 

Beth Terzo:  626-2719  terzob@ftsd.org 

Robyn Richardson: 626-2718  robynrichard-
son@ftsd.org  

Carol Flint: 626-2631 flintc@ftsd.org 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

https://portal.mcis.intocareers.org/
https://campustours.com/
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=36645111
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=36645111
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=36645111
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/educators/taking-the-exams/ap-exam-schedule?SFMC_cid=EM298285-&rid=36645111
http://www.anxietycanada.com/articles/what-to-do-if-you-are-anxious-or
http://www.anxietycanada.com/articles/what-to-do-if-you-are-anxious-or
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma14-4893.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/d7/priv/sma14-4893.pdf
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/q29548871/best-online-tutoring-websites/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/parenting/q29548871/best-online-tutoring-websites/
http://www.khanacademy.org
mailto:terzob@ftsd.org
mailto:robynrichardson@ftsd.org
mailto:robynrichardson@ftsd.org
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Montana STEM Scholarship 

The Montana STEM Scholarship is awarded to sen-
iors from high schools accredited by the Montana 
Board of Public Education Students who are 
awarded a scholarship and continue to meet the 
requirements may receive; $1,000 the first year, 
$1,500 the second year, $1,500 the third year and 
$2,000 the fourth year. 

This year Frenchtown High School had 9 students 
receive this scholarship: 

Ulia Chinikaylo 

 

Vivian Cummins               

 

     MiKaela Field    

 

Maggie Kaiser 

 

Sophie Kolb  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaiden Romney 

 

 

 

Brady Weber                          

 

 

 

 Lydia West  

 

Aubrie Zohner  

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Are 

Frenchtown! 
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Special Thanks  
I really would like to send a special thanks to the 
Frenchtown School Community!  This has been a 
crazy time in our community, state, country and 
world!   
To the parents of K-12 students who are helping 
their students learn from home and work full time 
jobs I salute you!  It is not easy….as a parent try-
ing to help my son with his kindergarten lessons is 
a huge challenge on a daily basis!!!  I say THANK-
YOU! 
Thank-you Frenchtown Middle School students!  I 
know this is a challenge!  I am proud of how hard 
you are working academically on packets and the 
digital platforms.  I wish that you were at school 
in class and most importantly with your friends!  I 
say THANK-YOU! 
Parents and students hang in there…..there are 
so many unknowns and factors to consider right 
now in this CoVid-19 pandemic.  Please know we 
are doing our best to accommodate these needs 
at the school level both academically and socially.  
Please don’t hesitate in calling/emailing me if you 
have questions or any concerns.  My goal is to call 
back/email you within the hour during the work 
day. 

Each Wednesday afternoon for the remainder of 
the school year I will be sending an email out to 
parents regarding Frenchtown Middle School.  I 
expect possible changes to school routines as 
Phase I and II are initiated in Montana. 

I am extremely proud of our school system and all 
stakeholders to try to make this experience posi-
tive for the students/families with in our school 
district! 

It is hard to predict the next steps for French-
town Schools!  Please be patient and understand-
ing as we move forward with the rest of the 2020
-2021 school year. 

Be Safe!   

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 
Frenchtown Schools 
griffina@ftsd.org/626-2650 

 

 

 

 The new routine for Frenchtown Schools 

 
 

Henry Griffin do-
ing Big Idea Math 
from home 

 

 

Mrs. Lozier going 
live with stu-
dents  

 

 
Buses  
picking food up 
for delivery 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunches and 
Breakfasts a 
wait pick-up  

 
School Breakfasts and Lunches 
FREE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM NOW 
AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE 
In this unprecedented time of school closures, 
many Montana children are at risk of experiencing 
learning loss without access to healthy meals. The 
USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 
helps combat learning loss by providing meals to 
kids and teens, age 18 and under. Frenchtown 
School District is partnering with the USDA in 
providing free healthy meals for all children dur-
ing this closure, to ensure that our students grow 
and thrive while away from the school environ-
ment. If you are interested in receiving free 
breakfast and lunch each school day, simply con-
tact your student’s building secretary or let your 
child(ren)’s bus driver know when they deliver 

distance learning materials. No application or reg-
istration is required. Meals will be available for 
curbside pickup at Frenchtown Elementary School 
from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., and will also be deliv-
ered by bus on each route. This program will con-
tinue throughout the school closure. 
8th Grade Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

 
8th Grade Valedictorian:  Sadie Smith 
 
Sadie is the daughter of Josh/Jessica 

Smith and Jodi/
Matt Hall.  Sadie is 
involved in many 
extra-curricular 
activities including 
FMS student coun-
cil, volleyball, bas-
ketball, and track.  
She also is very 
active in 4-H hav-
ing several live-
stock projects 
every summer at 
the Missoula Coun-
ty Fair. 
 

 

                  8th Grade Salutatorian: Becca Toavs   
 
Rebecca is the 
daughter of Ed and 
Tracy Toavs.  Bec-
ca is active in FMS 
student council, 
volleyball, and mu-
sic.  Becca is in-
volved in many 
church and French-
town community 
events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8th Grade Promotion 
There will be no formal promotion ceremony for 
8th grade students this year due to the CoVid-19 
pandemic.  We will be looking at ways to honor the 
8th graders for their accomplishments to this 
point in their academic careers.  Please contact 
the middle school office with ideas and sugges-
tions. 
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Perfect Attendance 
 
The Middle School will not be officially honoring 
students with perfect attendance for the 2019-
2020 school year.  For those students who receiv-
ing perfect attendance 1st semester we will be 
sending certificates out in the near future.  It 
is probable we will not track perfect attendance 
moving forward into the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Grading for 4th Quarter 
 
Although the school is closed, teachers and sup-
port staff have been working hard to continue to 
provide quality education to our students. We 
acknowledge the disparities that exist related to 
technology and access to online resources. We are 
working to provide quality instruction in a variety 
of ways, rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. 
Given the challenging circumstances surrounding 
distance learning the school board has adopted an 
alternative grading policy. The policy allows for a 
Pass/Fail option to quarter grades. 

Teachers will assign letter grades A-F for 4th 
quarter in classes. If a student or parent is unhap-
py with the letter grade, they can request the 
Pass/Fail option within 10 calendar days after the 
report cards have been sent home. The request 
must be in writing and submitted to the district 
clerk. A failing grade is a grade that falls below 
60% and will remain as a failing grade. (An F is an 
F). Grades converted to the Pass/Fail option will 
not negatively impact a student’s GPA for 4th quar-
ter. An example: A student is working hard to 
maintain a high GPA but earned a C in a 4th quarter 
class. The student can request to have the C 
changed to a P which would not impact their GPA. 
If you have further questions, please contact the 
Middle School Office.  This follows the recommen-
dation in COVID-19 Emergency Measures Policy 
1902 adopted by Board of Trustees of Frenchtown 
School District. 

Looking ahead to 2020-2021 

 Class schedules for students and teachers will 
look almost identical for the 2020-2021 school 
year as it was this academic school year at 
Frenchtown Middle School. 

 Some of the 5th grade transition meetings/
activities that would have happened in May/
June will probably not be able to happen.  The 
6th grade team and I will look at different op-
tions to make the transition smooth in early 
August. 

 Thank-you Mrs. Richardson!  We do have the 
Middle School Student schedules almost built 
for next year.  Once again we may have more 
scheduling changes with electives for students 
in August.   

 

History Days  
 
On March 12, 2020 all 8th grade students partici-
pated in the regional History Days Competition at 
Fort Missoula.  Students who placed at this event 
were invited to the State Competition that was 
cancelled on March 21, 2020.  Thank-you Mr. 
Hutchinson and the 8th grade team for providing 
this new academic opportunity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hewitt, Jeffery 

Holley, Sonya 

Jeide, Samantha 

Johnson, Cole 

Kautman, Braelyn 

Kooren, Amelya 

Lerback, Ellionna 

Lucas, Mekanna 

Manzanares, ShyAnne 

Maze-Kelley, Angie 

Montanez, Rebel 

Muchmore, Kaylee 

Nygard, Travis 

Pier, Porter 

Rebich, Dominik 

Rheinhardt, Eleanor 

Shear, Brandon 

Simmons, Colton 

Sivertsen, Graci 

Smith, Reilly 

Spencer, Angeline 

St. Clair, Logen 

Stark, Cooper 

Stolle, Destiney 

 

 

Lifto, Jacob 

Lindseth, Miley 

Machado, Sage 

McGraw, Bentley 

Miller, Winter 

Moua, Autumn 

Myers, CJ 

Palen-Goodsell, Juliana 

Pangburn, Cailey 

Peters, Tru 

Quinn, Mason 

Rasmussen, Makenzie 

Rate, Gage 

Ricci, Brayden 

Rollins, Quincy 

Schiedermayer, Madison 

Schiltknecht, Jenna 

Schwindt, Emma 

Spencer, Adam 

Steinmetz, Kellyn 

Stenerson, Tyler 

Tancheva, Isyss 

Visscher, Brianna 

White, Kaydence 

Yonce, Greta 

Zemliska, Halle 

 

 

Bagley, Kade 

Balentine-Lanser, Alyssa 

Bonet, Allyson 

Brown, Timothy 

Chinikaylo, Serguei 

Cobler, Kash 

Courtney, Aspen 

Culdice, Christian 

Delger, Sarah 

Dowell, Ashton 

Flink, Bishop 

Garnett, Lily 

Gilbertson, Brennan 

Grib, Jacob 

Hall, James 

Hendrickson, Zacchery 

 

 

 

 

 

Casida, Aliviana 

Chinikaylo, Vasiliy 

Corette, Bailey 

Crowley, Jacob 

Day, Brooks 

Deuter, Gracelyn 

Doty, Margaret 

Dunning, Kade 

Estill, Kennedy 

Gibbs, Gabe 

Gilbert, Dylan 

Gould, Jessie 

Greenfield, Emma 

Griffin, Henry 

Gurr, Maleea 

Haynes, Jaxon 

Hesse, Sofie 

Hill, Jessica 

Hogland, Hannah 

Houlihan, Cole 

Hubley, Wyatt 

Kirk, Annie 

Klimpel, Konnor 

Knight, Aleah 

Kzaley, Casey 

Lamoreux, Cody 

Langaunet, Ellie 

Leishman, Miley 

Lewis, Ellyn 

Liesz, Parker 

 

 

 

 

 

6th Grade High Honor Roll 

6th Grade Honor Roll 

Urquhartm Evan 

Von Sydow, Kaiden 

Warner, Jordan 

Winkler, Ryan 

Young, Alexander 

Zeier, Teagan 



9 

 

 From the Desk of  

      Riley Devins 

Intermediate Principal 

7th Grade Honor Roll 

Martin, Branch 

McGhee, Jeremiah 

Mehaffey, Kyren 

Mentzer, Dawson 

Mitchell, Riley 

Nienhuis, Nate 

Ranstrom, Lendynn 

Sarani, Malijhan 

Shepard, Briette 

Spencer, Sophia 

Stav, Colter 

Thompson, Evan 

Umback, Riley 

VanHise, Braeden 

White, Konstanze 

Wieder, Mauriana 

Zandi, Levi 

 

Moua,  Zhander 

Musser, Dylan 

Peasley, Mason 

Prather, Katelyn 

Rausch, Khloe 

Rausch, Gage 

Romine, Addison 

Sant, Addison 

Schmill, Brady 

Selin, Dane 

Shaner, Brody 

Skinner, Maya 

Smith, Tyler 

Sperry, Kelcie 

          Strom, Bailey 

         Tollefson, Aubrey 

         Waldron, Tanner 

        Watts, Margaret 

        Woodard, Roper 

        Zenner, Colter 

8th Grade Honor Roll 

Moua, Nathan 

Olson, Eliana 

Perry, Maryann 

Pier, Thatcher 

Powell, Izabella 

Rate, Bradyn 

Rodda, James 

Rondeau, Brandon 

Sailer, Evan 

Shannon, Alaina 

Silvaz, Zandyr 

Smith, Jaxson 

Stagg, Ashton 

Stark, Ty 

Stevens, Gracie 

Washburn, Arturo 

White, Cayden 

White, Nevaeha 

Wickum, Madisyn 

Williams, Saige 

Yonce, Dugan 

 

 

Martin, Analiese 

Martinez, Josephine 

Nygard, Aubree 

O'Brien, Cassidy 

Quinn, Eli 

Romine, Sam 

Seidel, Aurora 

Sheppard, Peter 

Smith, Sadie 

Stewart, Adeline 

Toavs, Rebecca 

Visscher, Julia 

Wilcox, Caitlyn 

Wine, Gabrielle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Online 
Frenchtown Intermediate School is fine-tuning the online 
learning process. five weeks into online learning and our 
instruction ranges from google hangouts, packets, flip-
grids, google classrooms, YouTube and many online sup-
ports. The transition from paper classroom to online in-
struction was very new in the beginning and was quite the 
transition for everyone, but our teachers, students and par-
ents have been up to the task and are now moving forward 
with an 85% homework completion rate. Our teacher and 
parents have done a great job supporting each other 
through this process and are continuing to learn as we go. 

Feeding Frenchtown 
There are many Frenchtown staff members every day that 

are making sure our students are staying fed during the 

school closure. Each morning buses run on their normal 

route time handing out over 300 lunches/breakfasts to stu-

dents at bus stops across the 

district. Our Lunchroom staff, 

para educators and bus drivers 

head are some of the best in 

state and we really appreciate 

them showing up for kids eve-

ry day!  

 

Alexander, Joseph 

Betts, Rylee 

Blowers, Kaden 

Casida, Jade 

Chinikaylo, Marena 

Chinikaylo, Aleksey 

Cobler, Anjle 

Corette, Billy 

Davey, Meuli 

Eslinger, TJ 

Gooden, Shae 

Hanson, Autumn 

Hardy, Brody 

Helvick, Chloe 

Hoskinson, Wyatt 

Jones, Van 

Kaneff, Jacob 

Lund, Hunter 

Marcus, Lexia 

7th Grade High Honor Roll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander, Jacob 

Anderson, Bridget 

Caracalcev, Daniel 

Crail, Camden 

Cyr, Leighton 

Evans, Ryann 

Hamill, Emma 

Hansen, Aiden 

Hardy, Colton 

Hatch, Kyle 

Hood, Rebekah 

Kaminski, Emily 

Klette, Gabe 

Krause, Laurel 

Kreis, McKenna 

Lamberton, Robert 

Lewis, Katherine 

Lloyd, Alysa 

Magnuson, Lauren 

Mann, Kaitlynn 

Mattix, Olivia 

McMillan, Hannah 

 

 

 

 

Baszler, Bryelle 

Beauchamp, Madison 

Bierly, Michaela 

Bossous, Caiden 

Brown, Saphora 

Chesnut, Sierra 

Chew, Ethan 

Crusch, Brayden 

Deschamps, Katherine 

Fortney, Dakota 

Fyant, Josephine 

Gurr, Kody 

Hansen, Nathan 

Hartung, Preslee 

Hughes, Fayedra 

Jarrett, Easton 

Johnson, Madison 

Johnson, Eli 

Jones, Hailey 

Lamphere, Joseph 

Larson, Tanner 

Lucas, Khameron 

Manzanares, Kenneth 

Marceau, Alexis 

8th Grade High Honor Roll 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaseng, Scarlett 

Armantrout, Akela 

Brown, Sage 

Brush, Austin 

Christina, Annaliese 

Cox, Rhiannon 

Evans, Carah 

Godin, Alexis 

Goldberg, Mecca 

Gooden, Seth 

Hesse, Conner 

Hill, Andrew 

Johnson, Sarah 

Klette, Jason 

Lloyd, Kara 

Long, Corbin 
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Fresh New Look 
Mrs. White has really spruced our bulletin boards up for 

kids. It is so important that the day we walk back into 

school it is full of positive messages and smile. Mrs. White 

has put a custom flair in all the hallways with new fresh 

bulletin board that you can’t help but smile at when you 

see them. Thanks Mrs. White! 

 Reading Options 

Our librarians are working 

hard to keep resources in 

kids’ hands and I’m not just 

talking books. Interactive 

lessons, activities and digital 

online resources are im-

portant to keep kids support-

ed in grade K-6. Thank you 

so much for all that you do 

for Frenchtown kids Mrs. 

Evans and Mrs. Rugg!    

 

Packet Pickup 
Every Friday from 7:30am to 9:00am and 3:30pm to 
5:00pm and Monday from 7:30am to 9:00am packet 
pickup and drop-off is happening at Frenchtown Intermedi-
ate School. Thank you to all the parent and students that 
are practicing social distancing and allow us to deliver 
packets to you vehicles! 

 
 
 

Freedom Gardens- New Labels! 
With school and restaurant closures, Freedom Gardens has 

had to go a different direction for fundraising. Freedom 

Gardens with the help of Dalene Normand has developed a 

label that will allow for our lettuce and microgreens to be 

sold in grocery stores. Thanks you to every that has helped 

make this happen!     

 

 

State Destination Imagination March 7th (Before School 

Closures) 

The Frenchtown Intermediate School Destination 

Imagination team, Frenchtown Frenchies, complet-

ed their season at the state competition held in 

Butte on March 7th.  Team members include Josie 

Garrard, Jerimiah Henry, Genna Hughes, Eliza-

beth Martinez, Isaak Phillippi, and Lyric Za-

dick.  The team is coached by Dalene Normand.   

The team did a spectacular job, earning the follow-

ing awards: 

1st place in the Instant Challenge—beating 8 

other teams in the technical/scientific division, 

including some middle school teams. 

1st place for their Team Challenge—The Big 

Fix.  They had to identify a problem and use a 

technical method to solve it.  The problem they 

chose to solve was helping kids find other kids with 

similar interests to help them make friends.  They 

designed an app using MIT App-maker which al-

lowed people to join clubs such as an arts and 

crafts club, or chess club, or even football 

club.  Information was given on whom to contact, 

meeting times, etc.  There was also a feature that 

allowed people to start a new club if they didn’t 

find what interested them.  They also had to fea-

ture 3 types of technology in their scenery for their 

presentation.  They used Computer Science to 

showcase the app, Electrical (they made and wired 

a working street lamp using cardboard box, tube, 

and tag board), and also Chemistry for their cook-

ies they used in the skit. 

Renaissance Award for Outstanding Design, 

Engineering and Performance –The judges’ 

nomination from states, “The team demonstrated 

an outstanding, complex performance.  They incor-

porated many diverse elements in their design (the 

handmade benches, curtains, lamp post, etc.).  The 

app they created was also impressive! Overall, 

their performance was a joy to watch and they im-

pressed every appraiser when they eloquently ex-

plained their set.  Great Job!” 
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Invention Convention 

Although our students are not physically in the 

classroom, Mrs. Whaley’s class is still working 

hard to showcase their inventions for the annual 

Invention Convention. The class used Google 

Hangouts video chats to show their inventions 

which they created to solve everyday problems. 

One student (John) demonstrated to his peers how 

his “Cool Bed Tent” allowed for privacy even when 

you are sharing a room. Another student (Sophia) 

shared her “Food and Water Station” with her 

classmates, an invention which eased the daily 

task of providing nutrition and hydration to pets. 

Along with other inventions, these students used 

materials and tools from their homes to create 

their inventions and solve problems as they arose.  

 

 

Music News K-5 

The Music K-5 Google classroom has been abuzz 

with excitement as students and families get in-

spired throughout our digital year. Mrs. Blass and 

Miss Lydell are creating family fun musical activi-

ties to do each week. Some highlights include 

home-made musical instruments, the Great 

Frenchtown Sing off of You are my Sunshine sung 

to grandparents and participation in our very own 

Frenchtown’s “ America’s Got Talent.”  

 

America’s Got Talent- Frenchtown students up-

load a video showcasing their talent. The top 5 

videos will be posted to the Frenchtown K-6 School 

Facebook page. Students are competing to earn a 

car ride to Alberton, or a special bike trip around 

the block! Ha! Ha!  Send in your entries! 

 

 

 

Emma Wipplinger 

sings to her Sister.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veronica Goodsell’s 
musical instrument 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Blass and Miss Lydell  

Addy Haynes’s talent  

 

 

Jet Haynes’s Talent

   

 

 

 

 

Zach Klette Singing  

 

 

Hello Frenchtown Community,  

Hope this finds all of you doing well. Life has 

changed quite a bit in the last month, it has truly 

been an adjustment worldwide. Thank you for 

working together with us to keep kids moving for-

ward despite the circumstances. We recognize this 

has added a new layer at home, please continue to 

communicate with us at the school, we are here to 

support in the best way we can.  

We are currently enrolling new students for 2020-

2021 Kindergarten school year. Kindergarten is an 

important year for helping kids gain momentum 

for their educational journey. Kindergarten is rig-

orous, students are expected to read by mid-year. 

If you have any questions about sending your child 

to school next year, please contact the school 626-

2620. We have a Transitional Kindergarten for 

students whose birthday fall between April and 

September 2015, if you are concerned about the 

rigor of kindergarten, this may be a great option 

for your child.  

Four areas to pick up packets for your kindergar-

tener: https://www.ftsd.org/domain/20  

1. Frenchtown Elementary Office- 626-2620  

2. Bronc Grocery Store  

3. Clark Fork Coffee Company Thank you for all 

you do to support our school and community. 

Please let us know how we can best support 

you. Enjoy the sunshine, your family, and 

build some new memories.  
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Take GREAT care,  

Jodi Hall  

K-3 Elementary Principal  

406-626-2620  

 

Breakfast/ Lunch and Homework for French-

town Students  

FREE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 

NOW AVAILABLE DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE 

In this unprecedented time of school closures, 

many Montana children are at risk of experiencing 

learning loss without access to healthy meals. The 

USDA’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

helps combat learning loss by providing meals to 

kids and teens, age 18 and under. Frenchtown 

School District is partnering with the USDA in 

providing free healthy meals for all children during 

this closure, to insure that our students grow and 

thrive while away from the school environment. If 

you are interested in receiving free breakfast and 

lunch each school day, simply contact your stu-

dent’s building secretary or let your child(ren)’s 

bus driver know when they deliver distance learn-

ing materials. No application or registration is re-

quired. Meals will be available for curb side pickup 

at Frenchtown Elementary School from 8:00 a.m. 

to 11:00 a.m., and will also be delivered by bus on 

each route. This program will continue throughout 

the school closure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curbside Service for Homework Pick-Up and Drop Off 

Every Friday from 7:30am to 9:00am and 3:30pm to 
5:00pm and Monday from 7:30am to 9:00am packet 
pickup and drop-off is happening at Frenchtown Elemen-
tary School. Thank you to all the teachers, paras, parents 
and students practicing social distancing and accepting the 
window delivery of packets. Paraprofessionals and teach-
ers are helping with the distribution.  It is so great to get to 
say hello to students and their families.   The GRATI-
TUDE from everyone is evident.  We are so blessed to 
work where we do. We have an 88% completion of home-
work 

 

 

 

 

Paraprofessional Task 
Force 
The team of 22 paraprofes-
sionals have been amazing 
with repurposing their job to 
help teachers and sanitize the 
ENTIRE school.  They have 
done it without one complaint 
and continue to come back 
with a smile on their  face. 
 

 

 
 

 washed 10, 976 library books 
 washing bins and books in every class-

room 
 bulletin boards change 
 Backpack program food 
 cleaned ALL of the computers in    Ele-

mentary and Intermediate building 
 Cleaned all PE equipment 

A little face lift makes the heart happy.  There was a great 
team who attacked this job and completed it in a week.  
Looks amazing.  
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Our school is getting a few new looks around the halls, so 
refreshing to have things not only SPARKLING clean, but 
a NEW look.  This has been a great way to keep everyone 
focused on the great thing we all do together.    

Our school is getting a few new looks around the halls, so 
refreshing to have things not only SPARKLING clean, but 
a NEW look.  This has been a great way to keep everyone 
focused on the great thing we all do together.    

Google Classrooms 

March 16, we started this journey together. It has come 
with tears, laughter, frustration, and a whole lot of hard 
work by everyone. Every teacher (SPED, Specialist, Title, 
Regular Ed, Counseling) has some kind of digital presence 
for supporting the families and students in their classroom. 
ALL teachers are using Google HangOuts, vidoes, chats, 
emails, and phone conferences to communicate with fami-
lies during this time.  Teachers are also sending out weekly 
student packets.  Teachers are leading reading groups, indi-
vidual conferencing, mini lessons, doing read alouds, and 
much more.  The teachers have risen to the occasion and 
are DOING a FANTASTIC JOB supporting families and 
each other.  

 

 

 

The Music K-5 Google classroom has been abuzz with 
excitement as students and families get inspired throughout 
our digital year. Mrs. Blass and Miss Lydell are creating 
family fun musical activities to do each week. Some high-
lights include home-made musical instruments, the Great 
Frenchtown Sing off of You are my Sunshine sung to 
grandparents and participation in our very own French-
town’s “ America’s Got Talent.”  
 
America’s Got Talent- Frenchtown students upload a video 
showcasing their talent. The top 5 videos will be posted to 
the Frenchtown K-6 School Facebook page. Students are 
competing to earn a car ride to Alberton, or a special bike 
trip around the block! Ha! Ha!  Send in your entries! 
 

Mandi Kreis and Stefni Gurr Elementary Office Secre-
taries  
ARE CHAMPS, too.  The support they offer to everyone 
on staff is remarkable, phone calls to help comfort families 
during these uncharted times are supportive, and the extra 
light they offer to ease stressful situations is priceless.  
Thank you to them for ALL of their support to EVERY-
ONE.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have had two families bring in CRUMBLE cookies.  
Oh MY, the BEST cookies I have ever had the pleasure of 
tasting. 
Thank you for EVERYONE’s support during this time of 

so much unknown.  We all handle these kinds of situations 
differently.  People have risen TOGETHER and supported 

however needed.  

WE ARE FRENCHTOWN. 

 

 



14 

 



15 

 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 



19 

 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 



24 

 



25 

 



26 

 



27 

 



28 

 

Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Junior High Office            406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office          406-626-
2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 

 

 

A note from the Frenchtown School Board: 

Debbie Lester, Jamie Fitzgerald, David Weber, Marilyn Thorn, Teresa Teagle, Bryce Simpson,  

Gordon Schmill 

 

Thank you so much to the staff, students, parents and community 

members for you support during these trying times. 

 

All of us are in this together. 

 

We are Frenchtown! 
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