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 LES MEYER WILL BE THE NEW 
SUPERINTENDENT IN FRENCH-
TOWN STARTING WITH THE 
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

Les Meyer from 
Fairfield was of-
fered and accept-
ed the French-
town Superinten-
dent position for 
the 2020-2021 
school year.  He 
will start in 
Frenchtown 
on July 1, 2020. 

Les Meyer currently serves as the 
Superintendent of the Fairfield 
School District in Fairfield, Montana 
and has been in that position for 
eight years.  Prior to assuming the 
role of Superintendent, Les served 
as Principal for the Fairfield School 
District for ten years.  He has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in English/Health 
Enhancement from Rocky Mountain 
College and a Master’s Degree in 
Sports Management from St. Cloud 
State University.   

 2020 Superintendent of the Year - 
Les Meyer 

Mr. Les Meyer, Superintendent at 
Fairfield Public Schools, was select-
ed as the 2019 Superintendent of 
the Year for Montana and honored at 
the annual Montana Conference of 
Education Leadership (MCEL) held in 
Billings on October 16-18, 2019. The 
award is sponsored by the Montana 
Association of School Superinten-
dents (MASS). 

Mr. Les Meyer has served as the 

Superintendent at Fairfield Public 
Schools since 2012.  He previously 
served as 7 -12 Principal and Activi-
ties Director in Fairfield.  Under 
Meyer’s leadership, Fairfield Public 
Schools began an early kindergarten 
program with a certified teach-
er.  The decision has proven to be a 
good one.  The district more than 
doubled its target number of stu-
dents enrolled in the early kinder-
garten program and the program has 
been a success.  Fairfield Public 
Schools has also earned several oth-
er academic accomplishments.  The 
school district had the top ACT 
score in math in the state of Mon-
tana for the 2016-2017 school year 
and the top 5 composite score for 
Montana for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  The elementary school was 
just awarded the prestigious Blue 
Ribbon status by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.  Mr. Meyer be-
lieves these academic accomplish-
ments are due to the collegial nature 
of the staff. 

Mr. Meyer has received the Montana 
Association of Student Council Ad-
ministrator of the Year Award 
(2012), The Montana Association of 
Secondary School Principals of the 
Year Award (2010), Fairfield Public 
School Teacher of the Year Award 
(2000), and the Montana Coaches 
Association Football Coach of the 
Year (three times, 2018).  Mr. Meyer 
stated that he and his wife Jolyn 
“are so fortunate to have lived in the 
Fairfield community for the past 
twenty-two years” and he hopes they 
can give back to the community even 
though he feels they can never give 
back all that has been given to 
them.    

The Montana Association of School 
Superintendents (MASS), in collabo-
ration with AASA, annually recogniz-
es and rewards the outstanding lead-
ership of school superinten-
dents.  This program seeks to honor 
those strong Montana school district 
leaders who work successfully with 
their entire learning communities to 
provide the highest quality education 
that is possible.  

Now in its 33rd year, the National 
Superintendent of the Year program, 
sponsored by ARAMARK Education, 
VALIC and AASA, pays tribute to 
the talent and vision of the men and 
women who lead the nation’s public 
schools.  Mr. Meyer is eligible for 
the National Superintendent of the 
Year Award and will be honored at 
the AASA National Conference on 
Education in San Diego in February 
2020.  

SAM and MASS congratulate Mr. 
Les Meyer for being awarded this 
prestigious honor. 

DEQ CLEAN SCHOOL BUS 
AWARDS  

Frenchtown School District (FTSD) 
is very pleased with the notice that 
it has received two DEQ Clean 
School Bus awards of $31,500 each 
to be used towards the purchase 
price of 2 Low NOx certified pro-
pane buses. Receiving these grants 
allows FTSD to lower its emissions in 
an air stagnate zone by switching 
from diesel fuel to energy efficient 
propane powered buses.   

The total amount of $63,000 award-
ed to FTSD creates a savings to 
FTSD and its taxpayers of a  
$53,000. FTSD might have gotten 
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$10,000 trade-in value at the most for the two 
buses. The savings in the future will continue with 
FTSD paying half the price for propane as it pays 
for diesel and for maintenance costs as diesel en-
gines require 17 quarts of engine oil and propane 
buses require only 7.  

2020 NICHE SCHOOL RANKINGS 

Niche isNiche is one of the most respected school 
ranking systems in the United States. Niche ranks 
nearly 100,000 schools and districts based on sta-
tistics and millions of opinions from students and 
parents. In the 2020, Frenchtown School District 
was ranked #5 of Montana’s 400 Public School 
Districts. Only four small Class C school districts 
were ranked ahead of Frenchtown, meaning 
Frenchtown School District was ranked ahead of 
every other Class AA, Class A, and Class B school 
district in the state. Niche not only ranks school 
districts, but each high school, middle school, in-
termediate school, and elementary school in the 
state, public or private. For example, the rankings 
for Frenchtown High School were  

  Best Public High School Teachers in Montana 
– 4 of 131  

 Best Public High Schools in Montana - 12 of 
131  

 Best College Prep Public High Schools in Mon-
tana - 13 of 109.  

You can find the rankings for all of Frenchtown 
schools and every other school in the state at 
https://www.niche.com/k12/rankings/Montana  

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE 
FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL BOARD? 

We will have two trustee seats up for election in 
May.  Both of the seats are for 3 year terms.  If 
you are interested in serving on the Frenchtown 
School Board, please stop by the district office to 
pick up an election form.  The forms must be re-
turned to the District Clerk’s office by Thursday, 
March 26, 2020 no later than 5:00 PM to be 
placed on the ballot.  If you have any questions 
about the process, please contact the district 
clerk, Shauna Anderson.   There will be additional 
information in the February newsletter.  

BUDGETING FOR NEXT YEAR 

The Board will be reviewing budget concerns and 
staffing at our March 17th regular meeting.  Staff 
salaries and benefits are just one part of the 
equation for budgeting.  The Board also needs to 
consider many items where an increase in costs is 
expected, such as energy costs, fuel costs, and 
general maintenance and upkeep of our buildings.  
If you have any questions about the budget for 
next year this would be an important meeting to 
attend.  At the March meeting the School Board 

will look at projected budget numbers sent from 
OPI and projected expense increases for FY21 
(July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021).   

 

FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT STRATE-
GIC PLANNING (2020-2025) 

Frenchtown School District (FTSD) is completing 
its five year (2015-2020) district strategic plan.  
As a result, FTSD will begin the planning process 
for a new five year strategic plan for 2020-2025.  
This process will be done with a series of planning 
and listening sessions to take place over the next 
few months.  All of the School Board Trustees and 
district administrators will be on the planning com-
mittee.  The district will be looking for volunteers 
to participate in the planning process from teach-
ers, staff, parents, students, and community mem-
bers. If you are interested in participating, please 
contact a board member or an administrator.  Al-
so, some of you might be called by a board member 
or an administrator and asked to participate.  If 
asked please consider being involved; to come up 
with a great strategic plan for the next five years, 
stakeholders ideas, input, and feedback will be 
extremely important for the future of FTSD. 

 
SPRING ASSESSMENT STARTS SOON 
The Smarter Balanced Field Test (SBAC) will be 
given to our 3rd through 8th and 11th graders this 
spring.  The testing window begins on March 9th.  
Standardized testing is required by the Every 
Child Succeeds Act (ESSA), the federal law.  All 
Montana students in grades 3-8 will take the 
Smarter Balanced Field Test in English Language 
Arts (ELA) and Math with the exception of quali-
fying students with disabilities, who will take the 
SBAC Alternate assessment. In grade 11, all stu-
dents will take the ACT. These tests yield infor-
mation on how well our students do as compared to 
the state standards in math and reading.  It has 
the capability of allowing teachers to do an item 
analysis after the test to find areas of weakness 
and strength both for individuals and for the 
grade level or class. We are able to collect longitu-
dinal data on student progress with students tak-
ing the test yearly.  Please keep in mind the dates 
of testing as they come up and be sure your chil-
dren come to school well rested and well-nourished 
on those days, so they will be giving us their best 
academic performances. 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) allows 
states to develop their own accountability 
measures. It also gives states flexibility when it 
comes to assessment, while still requiring an annual 
assessment in grades 3-8 and once in high school.  
Montana’s ESSA plan was submitted by the Office 
of Public Instruction and approved by the federal 
Department of Education in January 2018. (See 
Press Release from OPI below about the approval 
of Montana’s ESSA plan) 

The third week of May is the beginning of our 
spring assessment using the MAP computerized 
program which looks at students in language arts, 
reading and math in grades 3-9.   Each test is dif-

ferent for each student because the tests are 
adjusted to meet the individual student’s achieve-
ment level and measure improvement from fall to 
spring and from year to year.  
 
We are completing our tenth year of using this 
assessment and have a moving picture of student 
growth, having tested both fall and spring over 
those nine years.  Reports are sent home twice a 
year, fall and spring, to parents and you can track 
a student’s progress over the last six years.  We 
will also continue to use this test in high school at 
9th and 10th grade for those students whose 8th 
grade scores show them to be below grade level 
and at risk so our high school teachers will have 
the data to use to provide the assistance needed 
for these students to continue to improve and get 
the help they need. 

We are concerned at the amount of testing that is 
now being required of our students at the state, 
federal and local level and we will continue to re-
view our assessments and their use. The writing 
assessment and MAP assessment are used by our 
teachers to address individual student progress as 
well as our curriculum and we hesitate to discon-
tinue these most helpful assessments. 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

Have you checked out our website lately?  The 
website address is www.ftsd.org.  Please visit and 
learn a little more about our schools, programs, 
and our staff.  It is a great tool for keeping up on 
what’s happening in the district and individual 
schools.  The website is always a work in progress 
as we continue to make additions and improve-
ments to it.  For example, the entire FTSD Stra-
tegic Plan is posted on the district webpage for 
school district staff, parents, and residents to 
review and comment on. There is contact infor-
mation and email addresses for most staff mem-
bers.  The site has current information and pic-
tures.  Another feature on the district webpage is 
the “Superintendent’s Corner”.  Throughout the 
year, I update a column that answers questions 
from the public about happenings across the 
Frenchtown School District.  Also, don’t forget to 
use the Infinite Campus program on the website to 
check on your child’s grades, attendance, missing 
work.  This is currently set to be used in grades 4-
12.  If you do not have a password and PIN number 
to access your child’s information call the building 
secretary and she can give you the information.   

Find information on winter school closures.  With 
the seemingly daily changes in winter weather con-
ditions including snow, fog, and ice it is a good time 
to remind everyone about how best to find infor-
mation about possible late starts or school clo-
sures.  Please check the FTSD website on the 
mornings when you are concerned if school will be 
held or not because of inclement weather.  School 
cancellations and late starts will be posted on the 
home page. 

. 

https://www.niche.com/k12/rankings/
http://www.ftsd.org/
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On the Calendar site you will be able to check for 
events at all of the schools and there is also a 
site there for you to check off if you would like 
any updates made to be sent automatically to you.  
Our website includes direct links to the OPI Par-
ents website and the OPI Indian Education For 
All website.  The OPI Parents website was creat-
ed to help parents easily find information about K
-12 public education in Montana.  The Office of 
Public Instruction (OPI) understands that parents 
are their children's first and most important 
teacher.  For Montana’s children to be successful 
students, a strong school and family partnership 
is essential. The OPI Indian Education For All 
website has a large amount of information and   
FTSD will continue to look for ways to help par-
ents and community members curriculum on the 
Indian Education for All.  FTSD will continue to 
look for ways to help parents and community 
members communicate with the schools more eas-
ily.  If you have any suggestions, please contact 
Arron Rowan, our Technology Coordinator. 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled 
for the afternoon and evening of Wednesday, 
February 26th and Thursday, February 27th with 
no school on Friday, February 28th, this corre-
sponds with the middle of the third quarter.  If 
you have questions or concerns prior to that time, 
don’t wait, pick up the phone or come by the 
school and visit with your child’s teacher about 
those concerns. 

  

PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING THE SCHOOL 
YEAR WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT 

There will be public meetings with the superinten-
dent once a month during the school year. Inter-
ested parents, students, and community members 
are invited to participate.  There will be a specific 
school topic at each meeting to discuss, along with 
any general school topics of interest to the par-
ticipants.  Each meeting will be held at 6:30 PM on 
the fourth Monday of the month and will be used 
to explain, discuss, and answer questions about 
school issues.  The next scheduled public meeting 
of the 2019-2020 year will be on Monday, March 
23, 2020 in the Frenchtown Junior High shared 
project area. The topic will be “Strategic Plan-
ning.”  

FROM THE OFFICE OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION  
February 3, 2020 
 

February is CTE Month! 
Check out the OPI's updated 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion webpage to learn more 
about how the OPI and 
schools are preparing stu-
dents to be Montana Ready!   

 

Update on DPHHS Rules Affecting Schools  

DPHHS’s new administrative rules were filed with 
the Secretary of State on January 7th. The OPI 
and education partners met with DPHHS and DEQ 
on January 17th for the first communication plan-
ning meeting to coordinate information and re-
sources for schools. We want to ensure that 
schools have one point of contact and are not 
bombarded with reach outs from different agen-
cies. As we compile resources and solidify commu-
nications plans, we will keep schools updated.  

OPI Digital Communications  

The OPI’s Digital Communications team has been 
working with schools to produce high-quality vide-
os highlighting innovation occurring in Montana 
classrooms. Check out their new webpage and 
reach out if your school would like one of your 
innovative programs highlighted.  

Federal Education Funding  

On December 19th, President Trump signed a fed-
eral funding bill to fund the federal government 
through September 30, 2020. Below are the edu-
cation allocations. NOTE- most education pro-
grams are forward funded. We will have Mon-
tana’s funding projections available later this 
spring.  

The Labor-HHS-Education bill provides a total of 
$72.8 billion for the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, a $1.3 billion increase over FY2019 funding:  

 $16.31 billion for Title I (increase of $450 
million over 2019) 

 $12.76 billion for IDEA Part B grants to 
states ($400 million increase) 

 $2.13 billion for Title II ($76 million in-
crease) 

 $1.21 billion for Title IV-A ($40 million in-
crease) 

 $1.25 billion for 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers ($28 million increase) 

 $1.28 billion for Career and Technical Educa-
tion ($20 million increase) 

 $787 million for Title III, English Language 
Acquisition ($50 million increase) 

 $33 million for Statewide Longitudinal Data 
Systems ($700,000 increase) 

 State assessment grants are level-funded at 
$378 million.  

 The Impact Aid program also saw a $40 mil-
lion increase to $1.49 billion. 

Outside of ED funding, this spending deal also 
includes:  

 Increases in the HHS budget of $550 million 
each for Head Start ($10.6 billion total) and the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant ($5.8 
billion) 

 $7.6 billion for the 2020 Census 

 Increased funding for rural broadband access 

New Montana Census Webpage  

The 2020 Census is just around the corner! Check 
out Montana’s new census webpage for classroom 
resources: https://census.mt.gov/. Also, The U.S. 
Census Bureau is looking for teacher ambassadors 
to join the Statistics in Schools Ambassador Pro-
gram. Are you a Pre-K through 12th grade teacher 
or know someone who is? Email CLM-
SO.SISambassador@census.gov for more infor-
mation and how to apply to represent your school 
and community on a national scale.  

Superintendent’s Office January Events  

Business Days, check out the video if you haven’t 
already! 

 Recurring Land Board, Education Advocates, 
Library Board, Board of Regents, and Board of 
Public Education meetings 

 Meeting with Education Northwest 

 Interim Education Committee Meeting 

 Legislative Week 

 Shodair Children’s Hospital luncheon 

 DPHHS and stakeholders meeting regarding 
new ARM 

 Meeting with the ACLU on disproportionate 
rates of discipline report 

 Tobacco/nicotine prevention discussion with 
Capital High students 

 Radio appearances with the Montana Teacher 
of the Year Linda Rost 

Meeting with Dean of the Helena College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://opi.mt.gov/Educators/Teaching-Learning/Career-Technical-Education-CTE
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ShowNoticeFile.asp?TID=9609
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/OPI-Communication/OPI-Productions
https://census.mt.gov/
mailto:CLMSO.SISambassador@census.gov
mailto:CLMSO.SISambassador@census.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BC4TLO5N3M
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  From the Desk of  

  Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Parent Teacher Conferences February 26th and Febru-

ary 27th  

 No School February 28th  

 Early Out March 12th 12:37 p.m. 

 
Elks Club Student of Month  
 
Congratulations to Kara Klietz and Maddy Teagle they 
have been selected as the February “Elk Students of the 
Month,” and will be among those included in those consid-
ered for “Elk Student of the Year” recognition at the end of 
this school year. The students are selected by their teachers 
and counselors based on academic excellence, community 

service, school involvement and leadership . 
Student of the Month Parking 

High School class advisors pick a student of the month 

from each grade level. Students have the opportunity to 

park in the premiere student of the month parking spots. 

Students are chosen on a body of work including academ-

ics, behavior, attitude, leadership, improvement, effort, 

citizenship and their overall contribution to the betterment 

of Frenchtown High School. The students selected for the 

month of February are: 

Freshman- Sage Cranney 

Sophomore- Hailey Wright 

Junior- Skye White 

Senior- Hallie Habeck 

Frenchtown Students selected to the Shodair Soccer 

Classic and Shriner Football Game 

Dawson Leishman and Maddie Teagle will represent 

Frenchtown this summer in Helena at the Shodair Soccer 

Classic. Cade Baker and Hank Rugg will represent French-

town in the Shriner Football game. The students should be 

congratulated on this prestigious honor based on their out-

standing achievements throughout their high school ca-

reers. 

 

Lydia West Name National 

Merit Scholarship Finalist! 

 

 

Lydia is recognized as one of 

15,000 finalist for the entire 

country.  

 

 

Track 

Build-

ing 

Up-

date 

The 

mild 

winter 

has 

al-

lowed 

our 

car-

pentry 

class to 

make 

some 

great 

pro-

gress 

on our 

new 

track 

build-

ing! 

Thanks 
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Laser Engraver 

The Industrial Technology department was able to pur-

chase a new laser engraver! Training has been provided to 

the teachers and the engraver is being used by the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers will be 

available to meet 

privately with indi-

vidual parents from 

3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

on February 26th 

and 27th to discuss 

individual student 

performance. I 

consider it very 

important that you 

take an active role 

in your child's edu-

cation. The parent conference sessions will take place in 

the HS Commons area. Parents who are not able to attend 

these conference sessions are welcome to schedule individ-

ual meetings with specific teachers by leaving a telephone 

message for a return call. The high school office telephone 

number is 626-2670. 

Speech and Debate at State 

The members of the Frenchtown Speech and Debate Team 

placed 3rd at the Montana Class A State Tournament in 

Whitefish. 

Individual Champions  

Jasmine McClure - repeat in Lincoln Douglas Debate 

Sophie Kolb & Isabella Aaseng - Policy Debate 

Other Place winners- 

 Ben Phillipi - 4th Place Humorous Interpretation 

 Madison Rollins - 8th Place Original Oratory 

 Emma McMillan - 8th Place Informative Speaking 

 Liv Peters & Abby Sherwood - 6th Place Policy De-
bate 

 Megan Anciaux & Cat Gustin – 5th Place Policy De-
bate 

 Elli Datsopoulos & Grace Pollock - 5th Place Public 
Forum Debate 

 Mikelann Rankin & Emma Lloyd - 7th Place Public 
Forum Debate 
Isobel Pollick - 5th Place Lincoln Douglas Debate  

 

 

Thank you Bronc Boosters for donating wall mats to 

our wrestling room! 

Wrestling Team Takes 2nd at State! 

103 – Landen Stewart 2nd 

113 – Walker Dyer 1st 

120 – Eli Warner 2nd 

126 – Jake Bibler 2nd  

132 – Zane Schroeder 6th 

182 – Canyon Shope – 5th 

205 – Tate Jones 2nd  
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6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

 

 
Walker Dyer 113 State Champ! 

State Swim 

Delaney Jarrett, Addy Lewis and Brinley O’Brien qualified 

for the state swim meet in Great Falls.  

Addy Lewis placed 2nd in the 50 yard free. She also placed 

3rd in the 200 yard medley relay and 4th in the 100 free style 

and 6th 200 yard free relay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students at Frenchtown High School would 

like to recognize staff members for their commit-

ment, dedication, passion and hard work! Students 

submit nominations and the student council mem-

bers review the nominations and vote on which 

staff members should receive the monthly recogni-

tion. The staff members chosen for the month are 

Bill Boudreaux, Kari Mazzola, Joe Youngberg and 

Lisa Fall. 

Here is what the students had to say about the 

teachers:  

He supports his students 

to the fullest extent with 

empathy, kindness, com-

passion and even humor. 

He is a good advisor and 

a nice person. 

He manages multiple 

classrooms across the 

north campus with ease. 

She is positive, friendly 

and compassionate.  

She listens to my con-

cerns. 

She helps me with my 

homework. 

She is always nice. 

Ms. Mazola is creative. 

She respects all of her stu-

dents equally. 

She is approachable. 

She tries to help us see our 
potential  

Mr. Youngberg is always 

patient and kind. 

He is always willing to help 

students. 

He deserves recognition for 

dealing with us freshman. 

His class is enjoyable. 

 

 

 

 

6-12 SCHOOL COUNSELING 

The month of March starts the beginning of test-

ing!  

On March 24th, the juniors will take the ACT, free 

of charge, during the school day.  We encourage all 

juniors to prepare for the ACT by taking a full 

length practice test and familiarizing themselves 

with the format of the test.   

6th, 7th and 8th graders will be taking Smarter Bal-

anced tests in late April.  MAP testing will begin 

the second week in May for 6th and 7th graders. 

8th Graders will take CRT Science tests in early 

April.  

Sophomores will take the Pre-ACT test on March 

25th.  There is no charge for the test.  .    

Seniors should be preparing for AP testing that 

will take place at the start of May.  Check the Col-

lege Board website for specific testing dates or feel 

free to contact the high school counselors with any 

questions.  

Spring Testing Tips 

For many students testing brings stress and anxie-

ty.  Woodburn Press offers some strategies to pre-

pare your mind and body in order to alleviate some 

of that stress and anxiety.  Their tips are below: 

 Before the test practice visualization.  Close 

your eyes and imagine yourself taking the test, 

answering the questions correctly, and getting 

the score you want.  Do this several times. 

 The night before the test, get 8 hours of sleep. 

 Get up early enough the day of the test to eat a 

good breakfast and avoid feeling rushed. 

 Get to the testing session early and bring eve-

rything you need.  Walk into the testing area 

with your head up and your shoulders back.  If 

you act confident, you just may find that you 

feel more confident. 

 Before you begin, think positive thoughts.  If 

you are feeling anxious, take several slow deep 

breaths. 
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Frenchtown School/Community Library 

Presents: 

March 26th, April 23rd 

*movie dates are subject to change due to oth-

er school events  

  

 

 Relax, and do your best.  (Taken from Prepar-

ing for Tests, Woodburn Press) 

Hopefully these tips help students excel on the 

CRT, SBAC, MAP, ACT and AP tests they 

will take this springJ 

To view future ACT and SAT testing dates 

and to register to test, please visit 

w w w . a c t s tu de n t . o r g  o r  c o l l e ge re ad i -

ness.collegeboard.org/sat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frenchtown School/Community Library 

 

Hours  

 

 

Monday - Thursday 4:30pm – 8:00pm 

 

 

Frenchtown PTSA News 

PTSA Spring Meeting 

The next PTSA meeting is Thursday March 5th 

at 5:30 pm, Old Bull Brewing in Frenchtown. 

Please come and join us and support our kids 

and the local business community. 

National Teacher Appreciation Day May 5th, 

2020 

Our teachers here in Frenchtown do incredible 

work each day for our kids. We will spend 

the week of May 4th – 8th showing our French-

town teachers our appreciation and thanking 

them for all they do. Please join the PTA at our 

March meeting to find out how you can be a 

part of the fun and showing our teachers just 

how great we think they are. 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org
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Frenchtown Bronc Basketball 

Event Date/ Time Opponent Location 

Lady Broncs Basketball 

Frenchtown Middle School Newsletter  

Gift of Kindness  -- Emma Greenfield  

 

It isn’t everyday that a 6th grader takes it upon 

themselves to enter a contest to win money for a 

non-profit that they care for.  This past December 

a Frenchtown, Montana middle schooler did just 

that. Emma Greenfield was at the Southgate 

Mall and notice that the Gift Kindness Contest 

was going on.  She took a flyer and started the 

process of making sure she gifted kindness. She 

didn’t have to go far as she was already assisting 

the Women of the Moose, Missoula Chapter 243 

with purchasing gifts for the Carol Graham Home 

and a local family of four in need.  Emma orches-

trated ensuring that all the gifts were wrapped 

and were displayed for great photo opportunities. 

Emma helped the local Women of the Moose 

maintain the holiday spirit and get the right pos-

es for the Instagram contest. She was in charge 

and followed through with all the steps and de-

tails that needed to be followed to be considered 

for the prize.  Washington Prime Group, LP. do-

nates $1,000 to the winner’s charity of choice. 

After crossing all the i’s and dotting all the t’s, 

Emma received word while on a school field trip 

that she had won. She stopped everything to 

share the news. When Emma shared the news 

with the Missoula Chapter she brought the mem-

bers to tears. Her selflessness provided $1,000 to 

children and seniors in need by making the dona-

tion to Moose Charities.  Moose Charities mis-

sion is to secure funding to maintain Mooseheart 

Child City & School that houses and educates 
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children in need and the retirement community 

for senior members of the fraternity.  Thank you 

Emma Greenfield for going above and beyond to 

ensure a safe environment for children and sen-

iors in need.  

Middle School Track  

 First Practice is Wednesday, April 1 after 

school 

 All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students can partici-

pate 

 Must have a current physical and pay a 

$30.00 activity fee  

 Contact Aaron Griffin at 626-2650 if you have 

any questions 

Frenchtown School Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to Frenchtown Intermediate 

School/Middle School— 

 Thaeoden Wilsey – 1st place – 5th grade 

 Rose Hogland – 2nd place – 6th grade 

 Cash Olson – 3rd place – 5th grade  

 Akela Armantrout – 4th place – 8th grade  

 Laurel Krause – 5th place – 7th grade  

 Josephine Marinez – Alt --- 8th Grade  

The Missoula County Spelling Bee will be held 

Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 3:30 pm at Senti-

nel High School!  Thank Ms. Flint and Mrs. Lin-

ton for organizing this event at Frenchtown 

Schools. 

National Geography Bee 

 TJ Eslinger, 7th Grader, took down Laurel 

Krause,7th Grader, in the 2020 Frenchtown 

Middle School Geography Bee Champi-

on.  The finalists did an excellent job through 

a series of difficult questions.  Corbin Long 

(8th grader) finished 3rd. 

 TJ Eslinger took a Computer Based test to 

see if he qualifies for the State Competition in 

Billings in March. 

 Thanks to Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Davis, and 

Mrs. Clark for running the school wide com-

petition. 

Math Counts 

 The 2020 Math Counts team will compete at 

the Regional Competition on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 11, 2020 at the University of Montana.  

The team members are as follows:  Akela Ar-

mantrout (8th), Austin Brush (8th), Eli Quinn 

(8th), Arturo Washburn (8th), Carah Evans 

(8th), Konnor Klimpel (6th), Sadie Smith (8th), 

Corbin Long (8th), Josephine Martinez (8th), 

Jaxon Haynes (6th). 

Five Valley-Honor Band  

 Josie Martinez (8th), Rose Hogland (6th), Lau-

rel Krause (7th), Andrea Kirk (6th), Elly Lewis 

(6th), Issys Tancheva (6th), Arturo Washburn 

(8th),  Emma Schwint (6th), Eli Johnson (8th) 

 Honor Band Concert was  Wednesday, Febru-

ary 12  

 Thank-you Mr. Nelson and students for 

strong representation in the 5-Valley Honor 

Band. 

8th Grade History Days  

Schools from across the nation participate in a 

tremendous event called National History 

Day.  Its primary purpose is to get students excit-

ed about  history while developing research, criti-

cal thinking, and presentation skills. For me, an 

additional goal is for students to recognize that 

history is a part of everyday life, not just some-

thing found in a textbook.  Students are able to 

achieve remarkable academic growth through 

their research and creative projects.   

All Frenchtown 8th grade students will compete 

in the Missoula County Regional National History 

Day competition on Thursday, March 12th at 

Fort Missoula from 9-11 AM.  Students will re-

turn to Frenchtown in plenty of time to take the 

bus home during this Early Out day.   If students 

place 1st, 2nd, or 3rd in their category, they will 

have the option to compete at the state level in 

Bozeman on Saturday, March 21.  State win-

ners will even have the chance to compete nation-

ally.   The 2020 National Contest will be held 

June 14-18 at the University of Maryland, Col-

lege Park.  Attending the state and national com-

petitions is completely optional and will have no 

effect on your student’s grade in my class.  Addi-

tionally, all travel and lodging expenses and ar-

rangements for state and nationals are the re-

sponsibility of the individual students who quali-

fy.    

Your student has already chosen a topic and has 

completed their project research.  Over the course 

of the next month, he or she will be working ei-

ther in groups or individually to create a project 

in one of the five categories: exhibits, documen-

taries, websites, research papers, and performanc-

es.  Please talk to your student and ask what they 

plan to create.  Substantial class time will be ded-

icated to creating these projects.  However, for 

projects to be competitive, some work may have to 

take place at home.  The Frenchtown School Dis-

trict will provide glue sticks and scissors as well 

as used tri-fold boards for students who are plan-

ning to build exhibits.  Any additional expenses, 

including costumes and props for performances, 

will be the responsibility of individual competi-

tors.   

Please sign the attached participation form and 

activity waiver to grant permission for your child 

to compete in the Missoula County Regional Na-

tional History Day competition.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, or if you would like more 

information, please contact me at the school.  
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Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Hutchison 

paulhutchison@ftsd.org 

6th Grade Food Drive and Field Trip 

The 6th grade recently held a two-week long food 

drive.  The food drive was originally prompted by 

Mrs. Lozier’s Character Counts Class.  Zacchery 

Hendrickson was challenged by Mrs. Lozier to 

come up with a project to “do something good” for 

our community.  Zac brainstormed with Mrs. Lo-

zier, and came up with the “Hunger and Food In-

security Learning Unit” to not only raise funds 

and collect food for delivery to the Missoula Food 

Bank, but to also educate his fellow classmates 

about hunger in the United States. 

Zacc and his colleagues researched about food in-

security and developed a plan to teach their class-

mates.  They created the “fact a day”, that they 

verbally delivered to each 6th grade homeroom 

class.  They also showed the documentary, “A 

Place at the Table” to the entire 6th grade in the 

high school auditorium.  During the movie, the 

film was stopped and the students asked their 

classmates hard hitting questions from the facts 

presented in the film.  The 6th grade was very re-

sponsive and this event kicked off the beginning of 

the food drive and learning unit. 

The Missoula Food Bank gave the students large 

plastic bins to collect the food.  Each day, Mrs. 

Lozier’s homeroom collected the food items donat-

ed in each class and maintained a log of donations.  

Additionally, the children made paper chains, with 

each link representing a point from an item of food 

or $1.00 donation.  These chains, one for each 

class, were hung in the commons area in the 6th 

grade.  The students in each homeroom could see 

their progress and worked hard to compete among 

other homerooms for a chance to earn a pizza par-

ty. 

To culminate the learning unit, Mrs. Lozier set up 

a field trip to visit the Missoula Food Bank to de-

liver the donations.  On the way to the food bank, 

the students spent the cash donations at Wal-Mart 

as a math challenge, in small groups.  At the food 

bank, they unloaded the school’s donations and 

were given the opportunity to estimate, then weigh 

the food.  Altogether, Frenchtown 6th grade stu-

dents and their families donated over 900lbs of 

food in two weeks!  The kids were so excited! 

They were given a lovely tour of the facility and 

learned interesting facts.  They were particularly 

shocked that there are no qualifying income levels 

at the Missoula Food Bank for a person or family 

to come to pick-up food.  They were also given a 

volunteer job while visiting.  The tour guide asked 

if they would be willing to bag 750 snack portions 

of pretzels for Missoula students that would be 

delivered later that day.  They proudly worked for 

nearly an hour counting 16 pretzels per bag.They 

enjoyed a lunch to Freddy’s Steakburgers after 

their long day.  This event was incredibly inspiring 

for Mrs. Lozier’s students as well as their peers.  

The children learned a great deal from the learn-

ing unit about food insecurity and how many peo-

ple might not know from where their next meal 

might come.   This project taught them a great 

deal of empathy and will remain in their hearts 

and mind for 

many years to 

come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:paulhutchison@ftsd.org
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6th Grade High Honor Roll 

Balentine-Lanser, Alyssa 

Bilbrey, Alyssa 

Bonet, Allyson 

Casida, Aliviana 

Crowley, Jacob 

Culdice, Christian 

Day, Brooks 

Deuter, Gracelyn 

Doty, Margaret 

Dunning, Kade 

Estill, Kennedy 

Gilbert, Dylan 

Greenfield, Emma 

Griffin, Henry 

Gurr, Maleea 

Haynes, Jaxon 

Hogland, Hannah 

Houlihan, Cole 

Hubley, Wyatt 

Kirk, Andrea 

Klimpel, Konnor 

Knight, Aleah 

Kzaley, Casey 

Langaunet, Ellie 

Leishman, Miley 

Lewis, Ellyn 

Lifto, Jacob 

Lindseth, Miley 

Machado, Sage 

Manzanares, ShyAnne 

Maze-Kelley, Angie 

Miller, Winter 

Moua, Autumn 

Myers, CJ 

Palen-Goodsell, Juliana 

Pangburn, Cailey 

Peters, Tru 

Quinn, Mason 

Rasmussen, Makenzie 

Rate, Gage 

Ricci, Brayden 

Rollins, Quincy 

Schiedermayer, Madison 

 

 

 

 

Schiltknecht, Jenna 

Schwindt, Emma 

Spencer, Adam 

Steinmetz, Kellyn 

Stenerson, Tyler 

Stolle, Destiney 

Tancheva, Isyss 

Urquhart, Evan 

Visscher, Brianna 

White, Kaydence 

Yonce, Greta 

Zemliska, Halle 

6th Grade Honor Roll 

Bagley, Kade 

Brown, Timothy 

Caracalcev, Anthony 

Chinikaylo, Vasiliy 

Chinikaylo, Serguei 

Corette, Bailey 

Courtney, Aspen 

Daigle, Alexis 

Delger, Sarah 

Dowell, Ashton 

Flink, Bishop 

Garnett, Lily 

Gergen, Malia 

Gibbs, Gabe 

Gilbertson, Brennan 

Gould, Jessie 

Hall, James 

Harris, Rylee 

Hendrickson, Zacchery 

Hesse, Sofie 

Hewitt, Jeffery 

Hill, Jessica 

Holley, Sonya 

Jeide, Samantha 

Johnson, Cole 

Kautman, Braelyn 

Kooren, Amelya 

Lamoreux, Cody 

Lerback, Ellionna 

Liesz, Parker 

 

 

 

 

Lucas, Mekenna 

McGraw, Bentley 

Montanez, Rebel 

Muchmore, Kaylee 

Nygard, Travis 

Partney, Natalee 

Pier, Porter 

Rebich, Dominik 

Rheinhardt, Eleanor 

Shear, Brandon 

Simmons, Colton 

Sivertsen, Graci 

Smith, Reilly 

Spencer, Angeline 

St. Clair, Logen 

Stark, Cooper 

Swartz, James 

Sypolt, Brady 

Von Sydow, Kaiden 

Warner, Jordan 

Winkler, Ryan 

Young, Alexander 

Zeier, Teagan 

7th Grade High Honor Roll 

Alexander, Jacob 

Anderson, Bridget 

Caracalcev, Daniel 

Chinikaylo, Marena 

Corette, William 

Crail, Camden 

Cyrm Leighton 

Eslinger, Larry 

Evans, Ryann 

Hardy, Colton 

Hardy, Brody 

Hood, Rebekah 

Kaminski, Emily 

Klette, Gabriel 

Krause, Laurel 

Kreis, McKenna 

Lewis, Katherine 

Lloyd, Alysa 

Magnuson, Lauren 

Mann, Kaitlynn 

 

 

 

Mattix, Olivia 

McMillan, Hannah 

Moua, Zhander 

Peasley, Mason 

Prather, Katelyn 

Rausch, Khloe 

Rausch, Gage 

Romine, Addison 

Sant, Addison 

Schmill, Brady 

Selin, Dane 

Shaner, Brody 

Skinner, Maya 

Spencer, Sophia 

Sperry, Kelcie 

Strom, Bailey 

Tollefson, Aubrey 

VanHise, Braeden 

Waldron, Tanner 

Watts, Margaret 

Woodard, Roper 

Zandi, Levi 

Zenner, Colter 

7th Grade Honor Roll 

Alexanderm Joseph 

Betts, Rylee 

Blowers, Kaden 

Chinikaylo, Aleksey 

Cobler, Anjle 

Gooden, Shea 

Hamill, Emma 

Hansen, Aiden 

Helvick, Chloe 

Henderson, Kamdyn 

Jones, Van 

Kaneff, Jacob 

Keith, Brandon 

Lamberton, Robert 

May, Sapphire 

McGhee, Jeremiah 

Mentzer, Dawson 

Musser, Dylan 

Nienhuis, Nathaniel 

Nygard, Tanner 

 

 

 

Ranstrom, Lendynn 

Sarani, Malijhan 

Shepard, Briette 

Smith, Tyler 

Stav, Colter 

Thompson, Evan 

Warren Winkler, 
Alexxis 

White, Konstanze 

Wieder, Mauriana 

8th Grade High Honor Roll 

Aaseng, Scarlett 

Armantrout, Akela 

Christina, Annaliese 

Cox, Rhiannon 

Evans, Carah 

Fortney, Dakota 

Godin, Alexis 

Gooden, Seth 

Hesse, Conner 

Hill, Andrew 

Hughes, Fayedra 

Johnson, Sarah 

Johnson, Madison 

Klette, Jason 

Martin, Analiese 

Martinez, Josephine 

Nygard, Aubree 

O'Brien, Cassidy 

Quinn, Eli 

Romine, Samuel 

Sheppard, Peter 

Smith, Sadie 

Stark, Ty 

Toavs, Rebecca 

Visscher, Julia 

Washburn, Arturo 

Wilcox, Caitlyn 

Williams, Saige 

Wine, Gabrielle 

8th Grade Honor Roll 

Baszler, Bryelle 

Beauchamp, Madison 

Bierly, Michaela 

Bossous, Caiden 

Brown, Sage 

Brush, Austin 

Chesnut, Sierra 

Chew, Ethan 

Crusch, Brayden 

Deschamps, Katherine 

Fyant, Josephine 

Goldberg, Mecca 

Gurr, Kody 

Hansen, Nathan 

Hartung, Preslee 

Jarrett, Easton 

Johnson, Eli 

Jones, Hailey 

Lamphere, Joseph 

Larson, Tanner 

Lawson, Andrah 

Lloyd, Kara 

Long, Corbin 

Lucas, Khameron 

Marceau, Alexis 

Miotke, Madison 

Mobley, Gabriel 

Moua, Nathan 

Olson, Eliana 

Perry, Maryann 

Pier, Thatcher 

Powell, Izabella 

Rate, Bradyn 

Rodda, James 

Rondeau, Brandon 

Sailer, Evan 

Schilling, Harmony 

Schroeder, Trace 

Shannon, Alaina 

Silvaz, Zandyr 

Smith, Jaxson 

Stagg, Ashton 

Stevens, Gracie 

 

 

 

Stewart, Adeline 

White, Cayden 

White, Nevaeha 

Wickum, Madisyn 

Wiese, Madalyn 

Yonce, Dugan  
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         From the Desk of  

           Riley Devins 

    Intermediate Principal 

CCLC Dance Camp 
Students Kindergarten through 5th grade 
had the opportunity to participate in the 
CCLC dance camp. To cap off the CCLC 
Dance Camp, 50 students showed off their 
skills to parents and the community. 
Thanks Amber Reed, Christi Hoskinson 
and Amy Geaudry for putting this on!   

Betty Lou and the Country Beast MCT (Missoula Children’s The-
ater)  

Kids grades K-12 spent an entire week in January learning from pro-
fessionals about acting. For back to back nights students performed in 
the Frenchtown Auditorium to family, friends and the community. 
Special thanks to Mrs. Blass and the MCT for working with our kids!  

Bronc Basketball at Halftime 
Intermediate students had a blast playing during halftime of the High 
School bronc basketball games. Thank you to the Frenchtown High 
School Coaches for putting this together and giving our kids an oppor-
tunity to play in the High School Gym!  
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Spelling Bee! 

 

On February 5th, the Frenchtown School Spelling Bee commenced with some new, exciting changes.  The venue was relocated to the High School Auditorium 

which enabled speakers to be on stage and use a microphone.  This is identical to the set up the top spellers will experience if they make it to the Missoula 

County Bee or possibly the State Bee. 

There were several great spellers, but at the end of the bee, these students reigned victorious: 

 1. Thaeoden Wilsey  grade 5 

 2. Hannah Hogland  grade 6 

 3. Cash Olson   grade 5 

 4.  Aleah Knight   grade 6 

 5. Akela Armatrout  grade 8  

 Alternates: 

 6. Laurel Krause  grade 7 

 7. Josephine Martinez  grade 8 

 Aleah Knight will not be able to make the County Bee, so Laurel Krause will represent Frenchtown at the County Bee which will be held in the Margaret 

Johnson Theater at Sentinel High School on February 27th. 

One of the judges this year was Kathy (Lucier) Gaul, who went to Frenchtown Schools from grade 1 through grade 12, and taught in Frenchtown for 30 years.  

Liz Keane was a second judge and she also taught in Frenchtown for 30 years.  Ariel Linton, a present day 7th grade English teacher, was the third judge.  

Carol Flint was the Spelling Bee Director and did the announcing of the words. 

Two students move on to the Missoula County Spelling Bee from the Intermediate School: Cash Olson and Thaeoden Wilsey.  
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Snow Sculptures 
Students in 5th grade got out and had some 
fun in the fresh snow. Sometimes you just 
need to get be a kid and build positive rela-

tionships with your friends. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Symphony and Carousel 
4th grade students attended the Missoula 
Symphony and Carousel in February. The 
students were complimented regarding their 
great behavior and were very respectful dur-
ing the entire symphony.  
 your friends.  
 

Perfect Attendance Party 
 

Good attendance really pays off in school.  At se-

mester time, sixteen Intermediate students had 

not missed a single day.  Coincidentally, eight were 

fourth graders and eight were fifth graders.  To 

celebrate there was a pizza party and movie.  The 

following students managed to accomplish perfect 

attendance so far:  Camdyn Atkin, Kyla Lan-

gaunet, Sam Hjelle, Frank Hogland, Tripp Larson, 

Zen Peters, Bridger Sherwood, Travis Hill, Ashton 

Lamberton, Maryssa Skinner, MaeLee Money, 

Carter Campbell, Rylee Campbell, Kendall Cordi-

er, Ivy Zachariasen, and Ashlyn Zeier. 

Thank you to Lauren Atkin for helping set up and 

supervise.  Thank you to Joe Heuchert and French-

ies who are always so supportive of Frenchtown’s 

school activities.   

Let’s see who can make it through third quarter 

with perfect attendance! 



17 

 

Opportunities to learn in the greenhouse! 
Students and teachers have had the oppor-

tunity over the past month to learn about the 
Frenchtown Freedom Gardens Greenhouse 
and how it works. Each class grade K-5 has 
had lessons regarding greenhouse expecta-
tions and process. Moving into the future, 

lessons will happen each day and target par-
ticular grade levels and subject areas. 

Thanks Freedom Gardens for all that you 
do! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Microgreens Produced in French-

town Greenhouse! 

Recently Frenchtown School District 

has been working hard to build rela-

tionships with restaurants across the 

valley. Currently microgreens from 

Freedom Gardens at Frenchtown 

School District are being sold in 5 res-

taurants in the area. This revenue has 

helped to build matching funds.   

 
 
 

 
Greetings, 
 
            What is the moment where you felt the most moti-
vated? What helps you feel that way: people, ideas, ques-
tions, desires, what is it that helps keep you moving for-
ward? Do you share those things with your kids? How 
would your story help your child's life  success? 
What motivates your kiddos to come to school everyday? 
The positive environment set by the teacher, the friends 
they enjoy spending time with at recess, lunch, books they 
read, tests, hard work, what is it that you talk about that 
helps your child stay motivated to do this important job 
everyday?  
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Sometimes we do things because we need to, 
have to, and we want to. What is it that motivates your 
child to keep learning and growing, not just at school but 
everyday to reach their dreams? There are so many great 
things happening in our schools. At the board meeting, 
students were recognized for tackling math problems, 
raising money to help someone in need, lego challenges, 
music, speech and debate champions, stupendous spelling, 
basketball, wrestling, football, golf, and much more. We 
are fortunate here in Frenchtown to have hard working 
individuals who want to make a difference and participate 
in each others success.  Letś continue to step outside of 
our comfort zone, you never know what you will find. 
You can't fail if you don't give up. 
     Please stop by the school anytime, our doors are always 
open (just remember to bring your ID:). Thank you for 
supporting your child and encouraging them to TRY eve-
ryday.  Have a great March. 
 
Jodi Hall 
K-3 Elementary Principal 
 
NEW FACES at the Office 
These two wonderful ladies will greet you with a smile, 
answer any questions, or help you find what you need.  
Stefani and Mandi will make a great team as the face of 
Frenchtown Elementary.   
 
 
Kindergarten  
In February we always enjoy celebrating the 100th day of 
school kindergarten style! Students and teachers had a 
great time dressing like they were one hundred years old 
and it was a busy day filled with fun: 
Mrs. Cline’s students made fun 100th day hats and 
glasses. Their favorite part of the day was making a 100 
necklace out of fruit loops and then getting to eat it for 
snack! Mrs. Peters’ class hosted a 100 thing museum 
where they displayed different collections of 100 items all 
around the room. They also wrote about how they would 
spend 100 dollars; and they were very excited to count and 
sort a snack where they each got 100 things to eat! Mrs. 
Lande’s class made 100th day crowns. The students 
enjoyed building structures with different groups of 100 
things from the classroom. Miss Luebke’s class enjoyed 
doing some STEM centers on the 100th day where they 
got creative and built with 100 legos, popsicle sticks, cups, 
dominoes, linking cubes, and geometric shapes. We made 
necklaces with 100 beads and enjoyed 100th day soup for 
a snack! Miss Geaurdy’s students did a fun 100 math 
center and went on a search for 100 Hershey kisses. They 
also sorted 100 items for their snack. Miss Juden’s class 
had a morning full of building with 100 items and used 
their imaginations in a craft where they were asked to use 
the number 100 and make it into a picture. The students 
were very creative, some made butterflies, motorcycles, 
and cats. We also got to make a 100th day soup for our 
snack! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Grade 
There’s been lots happening in first grade lately! We re-
cently celebrated the 100th day of school and thought 
about what our lives could be like when we are 100 years 
old. We’ve also been continuing to grow stronger in our 
reading, writing, and math skills. We’ve been working on 
finding 10 more and 10 less than a given number, recog-
nizing patterns in the 120 chart, and continuing to work 
with story problems. Lastly, we’ve been having fun learn-
ing all about the phases of the moon! Lots of fun and 
learning in first grade! 

3rd Grade 
The 3rd Grade Team is letting you know of some upcom-
ing things we have going on in hopes of making sure our 
parents are aware and our students are present on those 
days. 
First, and most important, 3rd grade will be taking our 
SBAC (standardized tests) during the following 
weeks: March 16th - 20th,  March 23rd - 27th, March 30th 
- April 3rd 
 
It is important for students to be in class and on time dur-
ing these weeks as the best place for your students to test 
is where they are comfortable - their own classroom. 
When they miss or are late for a testing session, they have 
to make it up or finish it in another classroom or with an 
administrator at a different time. If it is necessary to make 
an appointment during these weeks, please consult with 
your classroom teacher as soon as possible as to which 
day/days will work best. 
 
Second, from March 2nd through March 30th, all 3rd 
grade classes will be participating in our annual IditaRead! 
An informational letter will come home the Tuesday prior 
to the start date, and questions will be answered at Parent - 
Teacher Conferences, as well. 
 
Lastly, we have 4 field trips to finish off our year:  
Feb 26th,   May 1st, May 21st, and   June 2nd 
 
We are hoping to finish our year off strong by keeping our 
students and their families informed to help with organiza-

tion. 
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Counselor Corner Miss America aka Mrs. Amy Griffin 

Students have been learning about self-talk and the im-
portance of this healthy coping strategy.  Self-talk is a 
powerful tool that can help students self-regulate, encour-
age themselves to power through things that are difficult, 
and manage our own bodies.  Self-talk coupled with fo-
cused-listening can really help manage an individual’s 
behavior. When kids are in control of their behavior they 
are less likely to get into peer conflicts.  And when peer 
conflicts happen they are able to use Talk-It-Out and 
Make-A-Deal to solve small problems. Additionally stu-
dents are learning about being assertive. Being assertive is 
helpful because children learn to communicate what they 
want or need in a way that is respectful to others.  Our 
primary students have learned the way Mice and Lions talk 
(passive and aggressive) and the ways Owls talk 
(assertively). 2nd and 3rd graders are learning this strategy 
also, but they are stretching their strategy to include tone.   
Owl talk or assertive talk includes good eye contact, speak-
ing clearly, using a calm, firm voice, and using respectful 
words and tone.  

We are in the middle of our Healthy Habits Week which is 
a K-12 Counseling Department initiative.  We have had 
classroom activities and challenged our students to unify 
on Healthy Habits. On Monday, our goal was to Commit to 
Be Fit.  We wore our exercise clothes and had exercise 
brain breaks throughout the day. On Tuesday, we blacked 
out technology, wore all black and various activities oc-
curred throughout the school.  One teacher set up an auto-
matic reply to emails stating that her class was taking a 
break from technology. Some classrooms taught without 
smart boards and chrome books. Notably students identi-
fied having a greater sense of calm.  Sleep Hygiene will be 
discussed in classrooms on Wednesday as we develop 
healthy habits before bedtime. Routines are very important 
to help regulate emotions. On Thursday kids will be decked 
out in fruits and veggie colors. The importance of eating a 
vitamin rich diet will be explored.  On Friday, we will be 
talking about healthy hearts, wearing red to unify us once 
again, and completing affirmations. Students have been 
practicing affirmations as a part of their self-talk mentioned 
above. This week has been full of social emotional learn-
ing! In addition, at the beginning of this month parents in 
K-5 received a calendar full of 35 self-regulation skills to 
practice in the month of February.  These students are 
amazing and have really been practicing these skills.   

 
Child Find January 28 
Child Find is required by law to identify and evaluate chil-
dren, birth to age 21, who may need special education 
and/or related services, such as counseling or speech thera-
py. If identified through an evaluation, the child could then 
receive help for learning disabilities and developmental 
delays through early intervention programs.  Child Find 
helps parents find out if their young children are on track. 
Then, if needed, families are connected with appropriate 
services early in the educational journey. Identifying kids 
is an important first step toward getting them the help they 
need to succeed in school.  

 
Frenchtown hosted 10 families during the Child Find op-
portunity.  The team of special service providers screened 

areas of speech, OT/PT, health, hearing, and academic 
needs. 
 
MAP Testing Completed for Winter 2020 
Students  learn better—and faster—when teachers have a 
clear picture of what each child knows and what they are 
ready to learn next. MAP is an adaptive assessment, which 
means the test  reacts to each of the student’s answers, 
personalized to measure the needs of every student at their 
grade level. 

 If the student answers a question correctly, the test 
follows up with a more challenging question. 

  

 If the student answers incorrectly, the test follows up 
with an easier question. 

  
  
Access to an adaptive summative test allows and supports 
teacher differentiation and guides instruction for each indi-
vidual student. 

Principal Lunch 

Every Friday teachers chose three students to come have 
lunch with me in the bandroom.  This time has been so 
enjoyable, this gives me a chance to connect with students 
in a different light.  We talk about everyday life, ideas for 
additions to the playground, and they get time to socialize 
with other students.  If you are ever available please feel 
free to stop by between 11:00- 12:15 every Friday.   

Perfect Attendance 

Perfect attendance is a big accomplishment. Thank you for 
encouraging your child to always be at school, they all 
were super proud of themselves, AND they should be.   

MCT Theatre-82 students participated in the MCT pro-
duction at the High School (Thanks to PTA for sponsoring) 

 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/treatments-approaches/early-intervention/early-intervention-what-it-is-and-how-it-works
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CCLC Camps 

Cooking Camp (January 21-24) hosted 35 students 
(Ashley Olson and Amy Geaudry) 

Kids had an opportunity to cook and eat foods from 
different parts of the world.  Round two of the cooking 
camp is planned. Details to TBA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance Camp (February 3-7) hosted 50 students  
(Amber Reed and Amy Geaudry) 

Kyla Stark and Grace Bintz came from the HS to help 
kids learn the new moves. THANK YOU! 

Fun-filled exploration of dance with sampling of bal-
let, jazz, and hip hop. They focused on body isolations, 
stretching for flexibility, basic techniques, and learned 
a fun routine for “Into the Unknown” from the Disney 
movie Frozen 2. 

Paraprofessional Week Feb3-7 
Thank you ALL for making our school a better place. 
Grace, Susan, Amy, Ashley, Angie, John, Zak, Kim 
W., Kim L., AJ, Tana 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Health Enhancement Students of the  
 

Month  
 
Grades K-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grades 2-
3 
 
 
 
 
 

 Frenchtown Preschool  
 
Our preschool at Frenchtown, taught by Ms. Ashley 
Olson, is booming, and our preschoolers are growing 
and blooming!  Weekly, Ms. Olson teaches a letter of 
the week, a shape, a color, and a number as well as 
reviewing all letters, shapes, colors, and numbers that 
students have learned throughout the school year.  
There is a weekly theme that correlates with the letter 
of the week. For example, last week students were 
working on the letter Q, and they worked on Q is for 
Quilt. Her class created a kindness quilt where each 
student made their own quilt.  When all students were 
finished, Ms. Olson tied together every students’ quilt 
to make a larger quilt. They also read books that relate 
to the weekly theme, work on several fine motor tasks 
daily, and engage in projects related to the weekly 
theme.    
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Daily, students in Ms. Olson’s preschool are taught 
sign language for letters, shapes, numbers, colors, as 
well as the weekly themed word.  Preschoolers have 
the opportunity to engage in sensory play, frequent 
movement activities incorporated throughout the pre-
school day, building social skills with same aged peers, 
and work on foundational skills needed to transition 
into kindergarten.  Ms. Olson incorporates music into 
every activity in the preschool. Students are actively 
engaged in all areas of the preschool setting.     

Reminders: 

1. Please call the school before 2:00 to adjust trans-
portation arrangements for your child. Early Out 
or Release Days please call before 10:00 a.m. for 
any changes.   

2. Please remember TOYS need to stay at home. 
Things get lost, stolen, or broken and then we 
have sad kiddos. Thank you for helping kids re-
member to keep their things safe at home. 

3. Thank you for keeping lunch accounts positive. 

4.  Bring your driver's license when you come to the 
school.  Remember to come through the office 
doors and check in each time you want to go to 
your child's classroom. This helps us know who is 
in the building and lets us keep safety first.  

5. Mark your calendars for: 

 Spring Break April 9-13 Early Release on April 
8th @ 12:20 p.m. 

 Kindergarten Round-Up April 23, 2020 6-7 p.m. 
If you or someone you know has a kindergarten 
age child, please come to the office and start the 
registration process. 
 

 Spring Concerts 
1. May 4 --5th Grade 1:00 
2. May 5 -- 3rd Grade 12:45   4th Grade 2:00 
3. May 6 -- K-2 Grades 1:00 and 2:00 (Grade 

designation TBD) 
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Paid Advertisement 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Junior High Office            406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office          406-626-

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 


	Structure Bookmarks

