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Inside this  issue: 

FAREWELL 

I will be retiring from my position as 
the Frenchtown Superintendent of 
Schools on June 30, 2020. Les Mey-
er, who is currently the Fairfield 
Superintendent of Schools, will step 
in as the new Frenchtown Superin-
tendent on July 1.  

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank the Frenchtown community, 
parents, students, and staff for my 
time in Frenchtown.  I have enjoyed 
the opportunity to work with the 
Frenchtown teachers and staff and 
to play a part in the education of our 
youth for the last 14 years. Thank 
you for trusting me and supporting 
me. After reflecting over my 41 
years in education, I know my 14 
years as the superintendent in 
Frenchtown has been the pinnacle of 
my career and I’m very proud of 
what has been accomplished in those 
14 years.    

Working together we have been able 
to provide quality educational oppor-
tunities and experiences for our stu-
dents.  I’ve always strived to make 
the success of our students the cen-
ter of everything I do. What a great 
place Frenchtown has been to live 
and work!  I hope to see you all a lot 
in the years to come in my new role 
as retired educator and public school 
advocate.  

GO BRONCS! 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN SEAT ON THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

There is an open trustee seat for 
the Frenchtown School District. The 
trustees require a letter of interest 
be submitted and will interview all 
interested candidates. One of the 
candidates will be chosen to fill the 
open seat.  The person selected will 
serve until May 2021 at which time 
the full three-year term will be 
elected. 

Board Policy 1113 states 

  All citizens shall be invited 
to nominate candidates for the 
position, provided that the nomi-
nees shall be residents of the 
District.  A letter of application 
will be required of interested 
candidates. 

 

 The Board shall individually in-
terview the finalists in a regular 
or special meeting and appoint 
the candidate who, in the judg-
ment of the Board, is most likely 
to contribute to the growth and 
development of the District’s 
education programs and opera-
tions.. 

The Deadline for filing for the open 
seat will be Wednesday, June 3, 
2020 by 4:00 PM.  Interviews for 
the open seat will be conducted 
Thursday evening, June 4, 2020. If 
you have any questions about the 
position or the application process, 
please contact Randy Cline, Superin-
tendent, at 406-626-2600 or just 
stop by the district office. 

THANK-YOU TERESA TEAGLE 

After serving 8 years on the Board 
of Trustees, Teresa Teagle choose 
not to run for another term.  I would 
like to thank Teresa for her service 
to the district. She was President of 
PTSA and involved in youth soccer 
programs before being elected to 
the Board. She was an active Board 
member and at meetings looked at 
issues from all sides before voting.  
This last year she served on four 
different Board committees.  Her 
three daughters graduated from 
Frenchtown High School while she 
was on the School Board.  So school 
events were always important for 
her. Her willingness to be involved in 
the school community and to commit 
her time and effort to FTSD will be 
missed. 

THANK-YOU MARILYN THORN 

After serving 3 years on the Board 
of Trustees, Marilyn Thorn resigned 
from the board after the May 5 
Board meeting.  I would like to thank 
Marilyn for serving on the Board of 
Trustees. Marilyn was appointed to 
the Board when there was a vacancy.  
She was elected to a three year 
term in 2018.  Marilyn was an active 
Board member, volunteering for com-
mittees, going to meetings, and at-
tending trainings.  Her work ethic 
and willingness to commit her time 
and effort to FTSD will be missed. 

FTSD SCHOOL CLOSURE (COVID-
19) UPDATE 

After Governor Bullock’s order that 
all Montana schools be closed until 
May 6, 2020 expired, Frenchtown 
School District #40 decided to con-
tinue delivering educational services 
off campus to all PK-12 students for 
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the remainder of the school year. 

Starting May 7, Governor Bullock said there would 
be three phases to reopening schools and business. 
A brief summary of the three phases for reopen-
ing of schools: 

 Phase 1 – Limiting the number of students pre-
sent in the school building. 

 Phase 2 – More capacity but limiting number 
of activities to allow for continued social dis-
tancing. 

  Phase 3 – Near full capacity and full opera-
tions but with continued vigilance in health and 
best safety practices. 

Obviously, the details for reopening are more in-
volved and complex.  For example, Phase 1 included 
these guidelines: 

MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE 

 Consider use of face coverings by all staff and 
students 

 Keep students with the same group and in the 
same classroom, with teachers rotating when 
practical. 

 Consider students eating lunch in the class-
room to help limit mixing of students. 

Cancel extracurricular activities. 

 Prevent any non-school staff, including par-
ents, from entering school buildings. 

 Consider reducing bus loads to allow for one 
student per seat. 

On May 19, Governor Bullock announced that the 
state would move to Phase 2 on June 1 (see below 
for the Governor’s entire press release). Primary 
changes in Phase 2: 

1. Gathering size limits of 50 if social distancing 
can be maintained (up from 10 in Phase 1) 

2. Restaurant capacity grows to 75% 

3. Quarantine for those coming to Montana ends 
June 1 

Some additional information as the 2019-2020 
school year winds down: 

1. Delivery and curbside pickup for Breakfast and 
Lunch is available to all persons age of 18 and un-
der during weekdays at no cost for the remainder 
of the school year.  The last day meals will be 
available is Thursday, June 4, 2020 which is the 
last day of school year. 

2. The gyms, wrestling room, weight room, play-
grounds, track, and playing fields are now available 
for public use if certain restrictions of crowd size 
and social distancing are being met.  Check with 
Kipp Lewis, High School AD for the guidelines and 
facility use forms for the north campus and Riley 
Devins, Intermediate Principal for the south cam-
pus. After June 19, the guidelines and facility use 
forms will be available from the district office. 

3.  High school graduation will be held on the foot-
ball field at 11:00 am on Saturday, May 30. Tickets 
will be required for admittance as crowd size is 
limited to immediate family. The High School Prin-
cipal will release details about the graduation cer-
emony for the Class of 2020 after the plan is ap-
proved by the Missoula County Health Department. 

4. The district has cancelled June summer school. 
However, the district will have a summer school 
session in August for students starting Grades 1-
5.This would be a “jumpstart” for those students 
who fell behind during the spring school closure 
and need some re-teaching and practice before 
advancing to a new grade level. Tentative dates 
and times would be Monday – Thursday, August 3-
21, 3½ hours a day from 8:30 am to noon.  Remind-
ers and more information about the August sum-
mer school session will be available in July. 

5. The 2019-2020 school year will finish for stu-
dents on Thursday, June 4, 2020.  The last teach-
er PIR day, Check-out Day, will be on Friday, June 
5, 2020.   

6. Of course we all hope the 2020-2021 school 
year will begin a normal school year on August 26.  
However, if that is not the case, the school admin-
istration is preparing contingency plans to be put 
in place if they are needed.  The plans will help the 
district be prepared for minor changes from a 
normal school start up to a worst case scenario 
(continued school closure).  

Finally, the School Board, administration, teachers 
and staff of FTSD would like to thank all the par-
ents and students striving to do their best 
throughout the school closure.  We couldn’t have 
done it without your cooperation, patience, effort 
and understanding.  Stay safe and stay healthy 
throughout the summer months! 

DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT STUDENT 
ATTENDANCE POLICY - APPLICATIONS NOW 
BEING ACCEPTED! 

 FTSD #40 is currently accepting applica-
tions for out of district student’s attendance dur-
ing the 2020-2021 school year.  However, there 
are specific rules about the acceptance of nonres-
ident students.  The first one is that an applica-
tion must be filled out (which includes a request 
for student records).  Next, there is also an Of-
fice of Public Instruction form (called the FP-14) 
to be filled out.  Lastly, except as otherwise pro-
vided by law, admission to the District as a nonres-
ident student would be a privilege.  The Board, 
recognizing that an educational requirement of its 
resident students includes the need for an orderly 
educational process and environment established 
the criteria for the discretionary admission of 
nonresident students: 

 

Admission is limited by the space available for 
individual students at each grade level.  The build-

ing principals recommended these numbers, which 
would best utilize current staff.  The number of 
out of district students FTSD will accept at each 
grade level for 2020-2021: 

K-5th Grades – availability is limited.  The district 
will periodically review class numbers and deter-
mine if spots are open.  There may be a waiting 
list, if students are accepted off the list, the ones 
whose names have been on the list the longest will 
be called first. 

Middle School - The district will periodically re-
view class numbers and determine if spots are 
open.  The 6th and 8th grades will be open to Out-
of-District Students at this time for the 2020-
2021 school year.  The 7th grade will have a waiting 
list for Out-Of-District students at this time for 
the 2020-2021 school year. 

Frenchtown High School – No limits at this time. 

If you have any questions or want an application 
for discretionary nonresident student attendance 
at FTSD, please contact one of the following build-
ing principals or the district superintendent. 
District Superintendent - Randy Cline (Les Meyer 
after June 30) at 626-2600 
 

High School Principal – Jake Haynes at 626-2670 

Middle School Principal – Aaron Griffin at 626-
2650 

Intermediate School Principal – Riley Devins at 
626-2622 

Elementary School Principal – Jodi Hall at 626-
2620 

Admitting nonresident students has been a win-win 
situation financially for both the school district 
and the district taxpayers.  The admission of the 
students created additional revenue for the dis-
trict through increased ANB, while not increasing 
its expenses.  For this year, there were no re-
quests for additional tax levies to support the 
schools from the district to its taxpayers.  

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

The 2020-2021 School Calendar starts school on 
Wednesday, August 26, 2020 and the last day of 
school would be on Thursday, June 3, 2021. The 
Winter Break begins on Wednesday, December 23, 
2020 and returning to school on Monday, January 
4, 2021.  Thanksgiving and Spring Breaks are both 
5 days (including the weekend). The 2021 FHS 
graduation is set for Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 1:00 
pm. 

 

See the 2020-2021 School Calendar included in 
this Newsletter. 

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 

For first grade through the eighth grade the first 
day of school on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 will 
be a normal day of school.  But at the high school 
it will be an orientation day where only Freshman 
and students new to the district will be required 
to come to the first day of the 2020-2021 school 
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year on August 26th.  The schedule would be for an 
8 period day (both A day and B day classes) as the 
Freshman and new students would go through their 
entire schedule for the day.  The day will include 
meetings that both parents and students can at-
tend.  Look for more information and an orienta-
tion schedule in the August 2020 school newslet-
ter. 

CHANGES FOR NEXT YEAR 

We have to say good-bye this spring to employees 
who have had successful careers as teachers or 
classified employees in Frenchtown.  This is never 
an easy time and our staff and students will miss 
all of these staff members next year.  We wish 
them all the best of luck. 

The building principals and secretaries will com-
plete their year on June 19th. However, the dis-
trict office staff and the superintendent work 
throughout the entire summer.  Our custodial and 
maintenance staff spends the summer refurbish-
ing the buildings and getting them into shape for 
the next school year. 
THE K-12 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR 
2020-2021 

The Frenchtown K-12 administrative staff is set 
for 2020-2021: 

Jodi Hall - Elementary Principal,  

Riley Devins - Intermediate Principal/Director of 
Academic Services, 

Aaron Griffin – Middle School Principal,  

Jake Haynes – FHS Principal,  

Kipp Lewis – FHS Assistant Principal/Activities 
Director, 

Jennifer Demmons – Special Services Coordinator, 

Les Meyer – Superintendent. 

We are looking forward to a great 2020-2021 
school year. 

GOVERNOR BULLOCK ANNOUNCES PHASE 2, 
COMING JUNE 1 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, May 19, 2020 

CONTACTS: 

Marissa Perry, Communications Director, Gover-
nor's Office, (406) 444-4514 

Erin Loranger, Press Secretary, Governor's Of-
fice, (406) 444-9725 

 Governor Bullock Announces Montana to Enter 
Phase Two of Reopening Plan on June 1st 

MONTANA – Governor Steve Bullock today an-
nounced the state will move to Phase Two of the 
Reopening the Big Sky plan and will lift the 14-day 
out-of-state travel quarantine beginning June 1 as 
Montana continues to have the lowest number of 
positive COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations per 
capita.  

"Montana has been an example for the rest of 
the nation in our response to this global pan-

demic. I have no doubt that we can continue to 
be that example, but only if Montanans, busi-
nesses, and visitors alike continue to take seri-
ously the responsibility we all have in protecting 
others," Governor Bullock said.  "As we continue 
with the next phase in our reopening, our goal 
together as Montanans for the foreseeable fu-
ture is to mitigate the spread of the virus." 

"The individual actions of Montanans have col-
lectively made a difference. Staying 6-feet 
away, washing hands, wearing masks while in 
public, and staying home when sick, have all 
contributed to us being able to move forward 
with the plan to reopen Montana. We are at an 
important milestone and if each of us continues 
to do our part to prevent the novel coronavirus 
from spreading, we'll stay on the path to fully 
reopen Montana," John Felton,  Yellowstone 
County Health Officer and President/CEO of River 
Stone Health, said. 

"Since this COVID-19 emergency began Gover-
nor Bullock has consistently listened to city and 
county governments around the state as he has 
formulated a strategy to respond. And that 
strategy has worked. Thanks to Governor Bull-
ock's leadership, Montana has escaped the 
tragedies other states have experienced. We 
are fortunate to have him at the helm as we 
reopen Montana. We are thankful for his com-
mitment to ensure we will keep Montana safe 
during the summer months as we rebuild our 
economy," Cynthia Andrus,  Deputy Mayor,  City 
of Bozeman, said. 

"We are grateful for Governor Bullock's dili-
gence as he works to reopen Montana safely 
and continues to and consider the unique con-
cerns and challenges in tribal communities in-
cluding a large population of elderly Montanans 
and families in multi-generational households. 
The Blackfeet Tribal Business Council appreciate 
Governor Bullock has respected tribal sovereign-
ty and decisions to put in place more restrictive 
measures to keep tribal communities safe and 
has supported our efforts to contain the virus 
through increased testing," said the Blackfeet 
Tribal Business Council. 

In consultation with public health and emergency 
response officials, Governor Bullock outlined the 
following indicators which allow Montana to move 
into Phase Two beginning on June 1: 

 A downward trajectory of positive tests as a 
percent of total tests within a 14-day period. 

 The current ability to contact and trace, along 
with plans to add additional contact tracers to the 
existing workforce. 

 Ensuring that health care workers have the 
supplies they need to treat COVID-19 and non-
COVID-19 patients. 

 Ramping up testing capacity to eventually 
meet a target of 60,000 tests a month and priori-
tizing testing for vulnerable Montanans and tribal 

communities. A total of 5,600 tests were conduct-
ed last week. Increased testing continues with 
sentinel testing efforts in nursing homes and as-
sisting living facilities, testing events in tribal are-
as, and drive through testing being conducted at a 
few sites. 

Under Phase Two, effective June 1, avoid gather-
ings in groups of more than 50 people in circum-
stances that do not readily allow for appropriate 
physical distancing. Groups larger than 50 people 
should be cancelled unless physical distancing can 
be maintained. It is recommended to continue to 
social distance in gatherings of any size. 

Under Phase Two, effective June 1, restaurants, 
bars, breweries, distilleries and casinos remains in 
the same operations status as Phase One, but with 
an increase to 75% capacity. Gyms, indoor group 
fitness classes, pool, and hot tubs can operate at 
75% capacity and only if they can adhere to strict 
physical distancing and they exercise frequent 
sanitation protocols. Concert halls, bowling alleys, 
and other places of assembly may operate with 
reduced capacity and if they adhere to strict 
physical distancing guidelines. 

All businesses are required to follow the social 
distancing and sanitation guidelines established in 
Phase One, and Montanans are strongly encouraged 
to continue sanitation practices, including hand 
washing and wearing masks in public places like 
grocery stores. 

"Social distancing, wearing a cloth mask, wash-
ing your hands, and sanitizing are all part of 
our new normal. If not for you, do it for oth-
ers, especially for the most vulnerable among 
us," Governor Bullock said.  "Not following these 
guidelines could put us in a position where we 
have to go backward, instead of being able to 
continue to move forward." 

Vulnerable Montanans should still continue to stay 
home when possible during Phase Two. Visitation at 
nursing home and assisted living facilities remains 
suspended except for certain compassionate care 
situations. 

Effective June 1, the 14-day travel quarantine for 
out-of-state travelers and residents arriving from 
another state or country to Montana for non-work
-related purposes will be lifted. The Montana Na-
tional Guard will continue to conduct screenings in 
airports and train depots and refer anyone with 
COVID-19-related symptoms to local public health 
officials. 

To support Montana's destination communities, 
the state will assist with establishing the following 
protocols: 

 Surveillance testing of employees. 

 Enhanced contact tracing resources 
deployed to these areas as requested by 
local authorities. 

 Ability to surge personal protective 
equipment to impacted health care sys-
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     From the Desk of  

     Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 

 Surveillance testing of employees. 

 Enhanced contact tracing resources deployed 
to these areas as requested by local authorities. 

 Ability to surge personal protective equipment 
to impacted health care systems. 

 Guidelines for operation for business that see 
high-tourist activity. 

Montana's gradual and phased plan to reopen be-
gan on April 26 with Phase One which allowed 
schools, places of worship, main street and retail 
businesses, and restaurants, breweries, and bars 
to reopen under social distancing guidelines. Gover-
nor Bullock also provided additional guidance to 
allow gyms, movie theaters, and museums to reopen 
under the first phase on May 15.   

Governor Bullock and his Coronavirus Task Force 
will continue to monitor cases closely and carefully 
to analyze Montana's work to contain the virus. 

The Directive and its Appendix are posted online 
at covid19.mt.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-You Parents, Guardians and Friends of the 

Frenchtown School Community! 

The staff of Frenchtown High School would like to thank 

you for a great school year and your ongoing support! We 

recognize that it is a team effort and we could not do it 

without you! We hope you have a wonderful summer! 

 

 

Claire Bagnell, Ulia Chinikaylo, MiKaela Field, Madalyn 

Teagle, Lydia West and Aubrie Zohner are The Class of 

2020 Co-Valedictorians. They all have earned a perfect 4.0 

G.PA. Olivia Channer is the 2020 Salutatorian. We are 

very proud of their hard work and dedication! 

 

Claire Bagnell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ulia Chinikaylo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MiKaela Field 

 

Madalyn 

Teagle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lydia West  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aubrie 

Zohner  
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Olivia Channer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you Mr. Normand! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mr. Normand had a great run! After 36 years as a 

teacher and coach he will be retiring at the end of 

the school year. In addition to the immeasurable 

impacts in the classroom he has won 16 state tro-

phies including 3 state championships. His experi-

ence and knowledge in the classroom and on the 

field will be missed. We thank him for his commit-

ment, dedication and hard work! He has positively 

impacted countless students forever! 

Frenchtown School Board adopts an alternative grad-

ing policy 

Teachers will assign letter grades A-F for 2nd semester. If 

a student or parent is unhappy with the letter grade they can 

request the Pass/Fail option within 10 calendar days after 

the report cards have been sent home. The request must be 

in writing and submitted to the district clerk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A failing grade is a grade that falls below 60% and will 

remain as a failing grade. (An F is an F) Students earning a 

Fail in a course will not earn credit and will be subject to 

extra-curricular eligibility consequences. Grades converted 

to the Pass/Fail option will not negatively impact a stu-

dent’s GPA. An example: A student is working hard to 

maintain a high GPA but earned a C in a second semester 

class. The student can request to have the C changed to a P 

which would not impact their GPA. If you have further 

questions please contact the high school office. 
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6-12 Counseling Newsletter 
 

2020-2021 SCHEDULES 
 
High School student class schedules for next year have 
been shared via Infinite Campus Messenger.  Schedule 
changes for approved reasons are being made via email, 
phone call or by appointment.  Students may schedule 
an appointment using the Google calendar link shared 
through their class Google Classroom.  Students may 
change their schedules ONLY if they are missing a re-
quired class, need to add a class based on career or 
college choices, or if a student would like to add/change 
an honors class.   
 
Middle school student schedules will be shared via Infi-
nite Campus Messenger on May 29th.  If you have ques-
tions or concerns, please email Robyn Richardson at 
robynrichardson@ftsd.org.  
 
Schedule changing appointments for students new to 
the district can be made with the counselors by call-
ing the High School Office at 626-2670.  Appointments 
will be scheduled for the week before school begins. 
 
TESTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to take the ACT should visit 

act.org to check dates, prices and to register.   

 

The Class of 2021 will be offered the ACT for free 

October 6th during the school day.  The Class of 

2022 will take the ACT for free in the spring of 

2021.   

 

If you would like to take the SAT, please visit col-

legereadiness.collegeboard.org. 

 

FRESHMAN/NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION 

 

The first day of class at the high school next year, 

August 26th, will be for new students and freshmen 

only.  We will orient our new students to French-

town High School and make the day fun while 

hopefully relieve any anxiety.  Student mentors 

will help inform new students about FHS expecta-

tions and tips for success.  Students will go through 

their schedules, meet teachers and practice their 

locker combinations.  We are really excited about 

the start of the new school year and building rela-

tionships with our new students.  A letter will be 

sent home detailing this important day. 

 

SENIOR TRANSCRIPTS: 

Ms. Terzo will be sending senior transcripts direct-

ly to the colleges following graduation.  Students 

should request final transcripts through Parch-

ment.  

 

GRADUATION BOOK: 

The Class of 2020 graduation book will be available 

on the school district website (ftsd.org).   

 

COVID-19 SEMESTER GRADING OPTION 

The district shared their COVID-19 grading policy 

option earlier in the semester.  If you would like a 

semester grade changed from a letter grade of D- or 

above to a “pass” please contact the school in writ-

ing within 10 days of receiving the final report 

card.  Please indicate the class grade to be 

changed.  You can mail a letter or email a scanned 

copy of your letter to the building principal or coun-

selor.  Please remember, an F is a fail and will not 

be changed.  Encourage your students to work hard 

to maintain passing grades in the last couple of 

weeks of school.   

POST-SECONDARY PLANNING 

It is important to plan for the future!  Reach High-

er MT offers many resources to assist you with this 

p r o c e s s .   V i s i t  h t t p s : / /

www.reachhighermontana.org/ to see what they 

have to offer. 

The portal is an online gateway to the Montana 

University System. From career planning to finan-

cial aid, the site has everything students and their 

parents need to chart their course for life after high 

school. 

  

Calendars, planning guides and other tools help 

students and their families plan smart and stay 

organized. Students can calculate how much they’ll 

need to earn to live the lifestyle they want. Parents 

can calculate tuition and fees and find strategies to 

minimize debt. Families can explore their student’s 

post-high school options, including two-year pro-

grams, apprenticeships, certificate programs and 

military service. 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 

Students participating in dual enrollment or early 

college next year can contact Jordan Patterson over 

the summer with questions: 

 

Virtual “walk-in” Office every Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday from 10:00am – 11:00am. 

Click this link to enter the waiting room: 

https://umontana.zoom.us/j/99479969272. If you 

join using your cell phone, please download the 

Zoom App. If you would like to set up a one-on-one 

a p p o i n t m e n t  p l e a s e  e m a i l  J o r -

dan.Patterson@mso.umt.edu or call 552-8689. 

mailto:robynrichardson@ftsd.org
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/
https://umontana.zoom.us/j/99479969272
mailto:Jordan.Patterson@mso.umt.edu
mailto:Jordan.Patterson@mso.umt.edu
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Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRIVER’S EDUCATION FALL 2020 

Eligible students have been placed in the fall class 

and have been notified.  There were many sopho-

more students on the list; therefore, many fresh-

men students did not get into the class for fall.  

They will remain on the list for spring placement.  

The spring class will be scheduled the second week 

of January.  Students may add or remove their 

name from the list at any time.   

New this fall: 

Coming soon at www.reachhigermontana.org: 

The Montana University System central applica-

tion "Apply Montana" will go live on September 1. 

The first application is free. Mark your Calendar! 

 

Remember to make the most of your summer.  Visit 

college campuses, volunteer, job shadow, search for 

scholarships, and write a few practice essays! 

 

Have a terrific summer.  We look forward to a won-

derful 2020-2021 school year. 

Tribute to the first Eighth grade class from 

Frenchtown Middle School 

Congratulations to the first ever eighth grade class 

of Frenchtown Middle School!  The 2020-2021 

School Year has been an adventure and one that no 

one will ever forget!  When I first started as the 

principal at Frenchtown Elementary you were only 

at 84 students strong in the second grade---Mrs. 

Long, Mrs. Undem, Mrs. Everett, and Mrs. Schell 

were your teachers and it was the first year of walk

-to-read!  Fast-forward seven years to your eighth 

grade year where you have grown by almost 50 

students.  123 students are being promoted to 

Frenchtown High School --- with Mrs. Murphy, 

Mrs. Lucier, Mr. Larson, and Mr. Hutchinson lead-

ing the digital charge/packet based education the 

last 14 weeks of school!   

 

The Covid-19 pandemic is something none of us 

will ever forget.  It is an event that will shape and 

drive your educational pathway through high 

school and into college.  One of my catch phrases to 

the 8th graders has been to “Be Better,” the Covid-

19 pandemic has and will to continue to reshape 

our lives and has forced us to “Be Better!” in all 

aspects of life.  We have all had to adjust to a new 

way of daily life that includes how you, as 8th grade 

student’s receive your education.  When you return 

to school next year on-site school will look different

---but I can guarantee Frenchtown High School will 

“BE BETTER,” in August and will be ready for you!   

 

To the eighth grade parents (and all K-12 parents) 

I cannot thank you enough for the last 14 weeks!  

You are all heroes in my book and at some point 

during this time period you have all put on the 

“teacher hat,” to help- out with your child’s educa-

tion.   

 

Remember the words, “BE BETTER,” eighth grad-

ers…..strive to make each day better than the pre-

vious day!  I am proud of you! 

 

Mr. Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

Frenchtown Schools  
 

Turning In Student Textbooks & Returning Stu-
dent Locker Belongings 

Wednesday, May 27    7:00 a.m. to5:30p.m. 
Thursday, May 28     7:00 a.m. to 5:30p.m. 
 Friday, May 29         7:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. 
 Monday, June 1       7:00 a.m. to 5:30 pm 

               Tuesday, June 2       7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 All textbooks/Chromebooks must be turned in 

first!   And, then, students will receive their 

locker belongings. 

 No one will be allowed to come in the middle 

school building. 

 We will collect textbooks at the front entrance 

(Frontage Road entrance) of the middle school. 

 When arriving at the front entrance, ring the 

doorbell, and we will collect your child’s text-

books and retrieve your child’s locker belong-

ings. 

Grading for 4th Quarter:  Although the school is 
closed, teachers and support staff have been working hard 
to continue to provide quality education to our students. 
We acknowledge the disparities that exist related to tech-
nology and access to online resources. We are working to 
provide quality instruction in a variety of ways, rather than 
a one-size-fits-all approach. Given the challenging circum-
stances surrounding distance learning the school board has 
adopted an alternative grading policy. The policy allows 
for a Pass/Fail option to quarter grades. Teachers will as-
sign letter grades A-F for 4th quarter in classes. If a student 
or parent is unhappy with the letter grade, they can request 
the Pass/Fail option within 10 calendar days after the report 
cards have been sent home. The request must be in writing 
and submitted to the district clerk. A failing grade is a 
grade that falls below 60% and will remain as a failing 
grade. (An F is an F). Grades converted to the Pass/Fail 
option will not negatively impact a student’s GPA for 4th 
quarter. An example: A student is working hard to maintain 
a high GPA but earned a C in a 4th quarter class. The stu-
dent can request to have the C changed to a P which would 
not impact their GPA. If you have further questions, please 
contact the Middle School Office.  This follows the recom-
mendation in COVID-19 Emergency Measures Policy 
1902 adopted by Board of Trustees of Frenchtown School 
District.  ALL ELECTIVE CLASSES will be PASS/FAIL 
for 4th quarter. 

Frenchtown Middle School 
2020-2021 

Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 
Welcome to Frenchtown Middle School!   
 
Below are some very important tips for parents/
guardians from the Student/Parent Handbook. 

Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 
absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School 

office at (406) 626-2650 to report the absence and 

reason for the absence (appointment, taking the 

day off, sick).  The office has voice mail 24/7. 
 

After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your 

child have communicated after-school arrange-

ments, the office does not need to know about 

these arrangements.  Example:  if a parent/

guardian conveyed to their child they will pick 

them up after school and they will not be riding the 

bus, the office does not need to know.  (2) Last 

minute after school changes must be communicated 

to the office by 2:00 p.m. – no exceptions! 
 

Backpacks – Backpacks must be stored, at all 

times, in assigned academic lockers during school 

hours. 

Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not 

transport children to friend’s houses.  School bus 

transportation is limited to the safe transportation 

of students to and from their homes, daycare pro-

viders for younger students, and school sponsored 

events such as team sports and field trips.  All 

transportation requests must be submitted to the 

office by 2:00 p.m.  Bus drivers will not accept 

notes written by parent/guardian.   

NOTES WILL BE GIVEN AFTER 2:00 P.M. – 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 

From the Desk of  

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TTXnJyy-LRA-e4gFJQg57kjMV5JUy2lFGQdtwF0fY85iQQNGnqZCZFdziniImsrNuhnS6GkUsuWLYT6t1JaDwCzORTAKANFpZW7Gz67-rU4YEdXVXeveOGbnKdYPvG9PUZ3SXrauMIk1AGu_2Un-zS24LAUaStc1&c=fN36B3bBmqUH6tr87s3Mut7E22ZvyHY13dDMFLBQzvQ70lkRHwqIOg==&ch=QcHnw
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Congratulations 8th Graders!  See you in High School next year!!! 
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Cell Phones – All student cell phones must be stored 
in their academic locker during school hours. 
 
Daily Announcements - The announcements (“Bronc 
Com”) are posted daily on the website.   
www.ftsd.org 
Our Schools 
Junior High 
Bronc Com (second one down on the left side) 
Click on the PDF file 
Click Open 
OK 
 
Infinite Campus Parent Portal - If you want to keep 
abreast of your child’s academic progress and have 
not signed up for the Infinite Campus 
Parent/Student Portal, please contact the office for 
the instructions.  As a parent, you can access all of 
your children’s information once you have signed in. 
 
Locks on Academic Lockers – For the safety of all 
students, locks must be on student lockers and 
locked at all times.  If a student loses a lock, they 
will be required to purchase a new lock for $5.00 in 
the office.  A receipt will be given for the purchase. 
Lunch Recess – No food or drink outside.  Students 
are to stay within the recess boundaries – lawn area 
outside the middle school, and basketball court.  
Snowball throwing is prohibited. 
 
Medication – If your child must take medication of 
any kind during school hours, a parent/guardian 
must: 

 Fill out and return to the office a “Permission 
for Prescribed and Over-the-Counter Medica-
tion” form.  This “blue” form is located in the 
office. 

 All medication, in its original bottle and with 
the prescription information on it, must be de-
livered directly to the office by the 
parent/guardian and will be kept in the office. 

 Medications may not be transported back and 
forth on the bus. 

 Any remaining medication left in a container 
must be picked up by the parent.  If not picked 
up by the parent/guardian, it will be disposed 
of. 

 
Physical Education (PE) – No food, drink, gum, per-
fume, or aerosols in the gym/locker room.    No jew-
elry is to be worn.  A student is allowed one parent 
excuse note per quarter to sit out of a PE class.  
Thereafter, a student must have a provider/doctor’s 

note and it must be turned in to the office.  If a stu-
dent has had activity restrictions from a provid-
er/doctor, a release back into gym will be required 
and must be turned in to the office.  The 6th graders 
will not have a PE locker. 
Removal of Student During School Day - According 
to School Board Policy 3440P, if you need your child 
to be picked up by someone other than yourself 
(parent/guardian), please notify the office in writing 
of who will be picking up and signing out your child 
during the school day.  A child’s emergency contact 
may not check out a child without child’s 
parent/guardian giving the office prior approval.  
For the safety of your child, this rule is enforced! 

Sports Forms - All students participating in Middle 

School sports must have the following forms on file 

in the office before participating in any sport in 

the Middle School: 

1. A current sports physical – must be conducted 
AFTER May 1, 2019. 

2. A current Student-Athlete & Parent/Legal 

Guardian Concussion Statement (one per 

year). 

3. A current Athletic Parent Permission Form 

(one per year – covers all sports). 

4. A one-time $30.00 participation fee per stu-

dent.  This fee covers all activities, and pro-

vides a pass to all High School and Middle 

School athletic events. 

5. Middle School Athletics will start for Cross 

Country (6th-8th), Soccer (7th-8th), Football (7th-

8th), and Volleyball (7th-8th) on Monday, August 

26, 2019. 

Principal Aaron Griffin – griffina@ftsd.org  
 
 

mailto:griffina@ftsd.org
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Learning Online 

Frenchtown Intermediate School online learning 

has wrapping up for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Students in the 4th and 5th grade after 11 weeks of 

online and packet based instruction completed 85% 

of their work. Our teacher and parents have done a 

great job supporting each other throughout this 

process. The Frenchtown Intermediate School 

would really like to thank the parents and commu-

nity for all their support throughout this process.  

 

 

 

 

Packet Pickup 
Thank you to parents and students for all your flexibility 
with packet pick-up and drop-off. Materials in kid’s hands 
was a major priority and packet pickup was an iatrical part 
of making this a reality. Friday’s and Monday’s cars came 
through the bus loop to pick-up and drop-off homework. A 
group of staff members were there with gloves distributing 
packets to parents and students across the district.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher  Appreciation Week Was May 11th through 
May 15th! 
~Coffee Cards, Waterbottles (Pictured Below), Food Truck 
(PTA bought lunch)~ 
 
With no students in the building for Teacher Appreciation 
Week, the Parent Teacher Association went to work mak-
ing sure teachers were celebrated at the Intermediate 
School. A food truck was at the school mid week to provid-
ed lunch for staff members and lots of other goodies were 
distributed throughout the week. Thanks PTA for all that 
you do to support students and staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Bronc 
Stampede 
This year the 
Bronc Stampede 
looked a little 
different. May 
22nd students 
picked up their 
Bronc Stampede 
T-shirts during 
packet pick-up 
and material drop
-off. After pick-
ing up their 
shirts, student 
found a time between May 22nd and June 1st to go out and 
go for a run. The distance of the fun run was up to the stu-
dents, but there was one requirement. Each students during 
their run had to take a picture of themselves running and 
email it to Mr. Devins. A collage of photos will be posted 
in the August newspaper of students running. 
 

Greenhouse Update 

Although school is closed for the rest of the school year, 
the greenhouse keeps growing food for Frenchtown. The 
lettuce, the fish, and the bacteria keeps doing their jobs to 
keep the aquaponics system running. Spring is here and 
there is lots of excitement in the greenhouse as we get 
ready to move into the summer growing season. Here are a 
few updates!  

From the Desk of  

Riley Devins 

Intermediate Principal 
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The greenhouse continues growing food for the communi-

ty. Lettuce: Without the school using lettuce for cafeteria 

lunches, we have lots of lettuce. We have been selling it 

out of the greenhouse for 3 heads for 5 dollars. We also 

have donated some of it to the Missoula Food Bank to help 

ease the food insecurity going on. Tomatoes are a new 

addition in the greenhouse. They are growing in our media 

beds and have climbed about five feet up their trellis. They 

are of the beefsteak variety and are juicy and delicious. 

One was almost as big as our AmeriCorps member, 

Olivia’s, face!  We have LOTS coming and will be selling 

them for a dollar a tomato. Stay tuned for an update on 

tomato sales and when they are ready. Micro-greens: 

Small but powerful, our microgreens took a little break 

when farmers markets were closed. But we are back! A 

label was created and we started selling them in grocery 

stores. We debuted our sales in Hamilton and have since 

expanded to Frenchtown and Missoula. You can now buy 

many different types of microgreens at Bronc’s Grocery 

and Orange St. Food Farm.  

The animals in our greenhouse are working hard to keep 

everything running smoothly. The Compost Worms that 

were living in the fifth and fourth grade classrooms have 

now made their way to the greenhouse classroom. The 

worms have been enjoying eating all of the lettuce we have 

to get rid of because of the pesky aphids in the greenhouse. 

They will eat the lettuce and create compost which we will 

use in our outdoor garden next year. Fish: At the end of 

March, the greenhouse got 150 baby koi fish, called 

“Peanuts”. Our little Peanuts are growing up quickly and 

have been moved into the big system. They love to eat the 

duckweed that grows at the top of their tank and we have to 

borrow duckweed from other tanks when they eat all of 

theirs. The rest of our fish are doing well- still swimming 

and creating waste to feed our plants! 

As spring turns into summer, we have plans for our Out-

door garden. The outdoor  garden is soon to be under-

way, as the days get warmer and our vegetable starts get 

bigger. We have over ten varieties of peppers as well as 

tomatoes and cucumbers. We recently spread compost and 

since have found that lots of volunteer plants have popped 

up from seeds that were present in the compost. There are a 

few volunteer squash plants along with lots of wild mus-

tard. We will plant the garden at the end of May and every-

thing that is grown in it will go to the cafeteria this fall for 

lunches.  

Although we are still churning out food, we miss having 

the students around to learn and help take care of the green-

house.  

 Laura Bruse  

(Thank you for everything you have done for kids over 

the years! Happy Retirement!) 

Mrs. Bruse was born in Butte, America.   

After graduating from the University of Montana, she be-

gan her career in Athol, Idaho, teaching 4th grade for five 

years.  Later she moved to Yuma, Arizona where she 

taught 2nd/3rd grade for four years.   Her Montana roots 

called her back and Laura was a substitute teacher in Mis-

soula for a year.  For the past thirty years Laura has been a 

Frenchtown Bronc working as a para for a year, a third 

grade teacher for two years, a fifth grade teacher for twenty

-three years, and finally a Title teacher for the past five 

years. 

Any of Laura’s 5th grade students can recall the wonderful 

social studies projects.  The Colonial times were brought to 

life with food, costumes, and activities.  She loved teaching 

about the explorers and played the Westward Movement 

game. The class was divided into four groups.  The way 

they advanced westward was through team work which 

meant completing assignments.  In the study of the Civil 

War, the class was divided into North and South.  Ms. 

Bruse felt making social studies activity-based made it 

come to life for the kids.  She felt that keeping up with the 

kids’ enthusiasm kept her “young on the inside”. 

Laura will be busy in her retirement traveling, gardening, 

working out, or golfing.  Golden Retrievers are her favorite 

and she may even raise another one if she has the time.   

When asked what she’ll miss about school, Ms. Bruse said, 

“The kids” immediately.  No doubt they will miss her as 

well.  She also said she’ll miss wearing orange and black! 

Just the other day Laura Bruse said, “Teaching is the only 

job that the day speeds by, and you are retired before you 

know it!”  With that said, Best of luck Ms. Bruse!  You 

will be missed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Flint 

(Thank you for everything you have done for kids over 

the years! Happy Retirement!) 

Have you ever had a miscommunication that ended up for 

the best?   That is what happened a few days ago.  Riley 

Devins asked a former employee to write a little bit about 

my history in Frenchtown.  I guess it was to be a secret, but 

she called to interview me.  When we got together, we 

reminisced about old times, students, staff, and events and 

we decided it would be easier for me to write this article so 

here goes. 

I began my teaching career as a “School Marm”.  I use that 

term for two reasons.  For one, I started in Dupuyer School 

teaching grades 1-4 in a town with the population of 100, 

and the other reason is it always makes Amy Griffin (Miss 

America) laugh every time I say “school marm”.   I abso-

lutely loved teaching school and felt my students were the 

smartest in the world.   The highlight of the year was the 

community play.  I guess they figured the two teachers 

should know how to read and memorize lines so we were 

always called on to act in the play.  Afterwards there was a 

huge dance in the Community Hall.  Those ranchers can 

really shake a leg!    However, after three years, it was time 

to move on so I headed to graduate school to get a Master’s 

Degree in Counseling. 

In graduate school, we students were asked to list our 

“dream job”.   I told everyone I wished there was a job in 

counseling and teaching reading so when Frenchtown’s job 

listing for a Counselor/Reading Teacher was listed, I ap-

plied and crossed my fingers.   

Frenchtown was a much smaller school thirty-six years 

ago!   Up until this time there was one counselor, Bill Stro-

thman who worked with grades K-12.  My first job descrip-

tion was Counselor K-8/reading teacher/ and I taught an 

hour of Jr. High special education.  Every employee on 

staff taught reading first period of the day back in those 

days.  I had been the counselor for three years when Mr. 

Baerlocher, the principal, announced his retirement and 

asked if anyone would like to transfer positions.  I moved 

into the Jr. High literature/reading coordinator position.   

Teaching Flowers for Algernon, mythology, writing, and 

having students do their version of Saturday Night Live in 

the old brick gym were highlights of teaching Jr. High.  

Back in the 1980’s, the Jr. High students and teachers land-

scaped what is now the Intermediate Building.  The bushes 

lining the walkway were small, and the pine trees we plant-

ed by the railroad tracks were mere saplings.  I look at 

those enormous pine trees, shake my head, and wonder 

where the time has gone. 

After nine years teaching Jr. High literature, a 6th grade 

position opened up teaching language arts and social stud-

ies.   I dearly loved teaching sixth grade because their writ-

ing is creative, most students love learning about ancient 

civilizations, and it’s just a fun age.    Another thing that 

made teaching 6th grade enjoyable was my colleagues and I 

were always playing some sort of practical joke on each 

other.   The sixth grade team included Bette Paskey, Liz 

Keane, and Gary Fegan.                                            
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Bette liked a cooler temperature in the classroom, and we 

called her room “The Igloo”.  Since Liz and I were al-

ways shivering, Bette bought each of us a hoody and had 

“6th Grade Diva” stitched on them.  Last year I threw 

mine on because it was chilly at the bus loop.  A student 

looked at the “6th Grade Diva” stitching, looked up at me, 

figured I had owned the jacket since 6th grade and said, 

“Man, that jacket must be REALLY OLD!”    

 I returned full-circle.  I went back into counseling for 

grades 4-6.  My first year, we decided to do an assembly 

to kick off the year and we’ve done one each year since 

which makes me happy.  I’m especially pleased that Mr. 

Devins, and Mr. Griffin are so competent and supportive.  

I can’t say enough nice things about them. 

In my retirement I plan to bicycle, golf, ski, hike, travel, 

garden, finish a stained glass project I started over a dec-

ade ago, read, take classes at the University, and complete 

the list of 50 things every Montanan should do. 

If any of you are still reading, I’ll finish by saying that the 

last 36 years at Frenchtown have been a joy.  It astounds 

me how many fantastic kids, parents, community mem-

bers and colleagues I have had the pleasure of getting to 

know.  I have many memories that I’ll treasure.  Thank 

you, Frenchtown! 

Frenchtown School/Community Library 

This summer starting June 10th, the library will be open 

Wednesdays from 12:00pm – 4:00pm for curbside service 

only.  Anyone wanting to checkout a book located in the 

school library will have to call or email to see if books are 

available (libraries are not sharing books at this time).   

Imagine Your Story Learning Program-  Each week, 

stop by the library to receive activities from the library 

and our partners, The spectrUM Discovery Area, Fami-

lies First Learning Lab, UM’s Live Lab and MCAT. As 

you complete activities and read over the course of the 

summer you will earn points for summer reading prizes. 

Families can pick up their packets curbside on Wednes-

days. 

Storytime-Storytime for children ages 3 and older 

and their caregivers. Join Bradin live on Facebook to 

hear songs and read-alouds. Storytime is live on the 

Missoula Public Library Facebook page every Wednes-

day at 10:00 AM 

 Tiny Tales-A pre-literacy program for children birth 

to three years of age, parents, grandparents, and care-

givers. Enjoy songs, nursery rhymes, finger-plays, lap-

sits, and stories, followed by an open reading and so-

cializing time. Tiny Tales is now live on the Missoula 

Public Library Facebook page, Fridays at 10:30 AM. 

Watch the Frenchtown Library Facebook page for more 

information on Free Summer Lunch for Kids from the 

food bank. 

 

Need book:  626-2730      or email  

jlguest@missoula.lib.mt.us 

Pick up book: 626-2730 

mailto:jlguest@missoula.lib.mt.us
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Hello Everyone! 

 
It's that time of the season to start thinking about the great 
places to go camping, boating, time with friends and fami-
ly, and just plain enjoying the sunshine wherever you may 
be.  I hope that you are feeling like you are able to move 
forward from all of the uncertainties  we have faced since 
March. I know it is not over, but at least we know how to 
kind of plan at this point.  We will continue to keep you 
informed about how we are moving forward here at the 
elementary. Please know we are here everyday until the 
middle of June, the office is open from 8-4. Please call 
(626-2620)if you need anything or want to drop anything 
off to help wrap up the year.  Thank you for supporting our 
school, let us know your questions, concerns, and any cele-
brations. We are STRONG and COURAGEOUS TO-
GETHER.  

 
Jodi Hall  
K-3 Principal 

 

 
Kindergarten Registration Now 
Open 
We are currently enrolling new 
students for 2020-2021 Kindergar-
ten school year. Kindergarten is 
an important year for helping kids gain momentum for their 
educational journey.  Kindergarten is rigorous, students are 
expected to read by mid-year. If you have any questions 
about sending your child to school next year, please contact 
the school 626-2620.  We have a Transitional Kindergarten 
for students whose birthday falls between April and Sep-
tember 2015, if you are concerned about the rigor of kin-
dergarten, this may be a great option for your child.  We 
currently have 55 new  students and 10 moving up from 
Transitional Kindergarten for a total of 60. Information can 
be picked up at Broncs Grocery Store, Clark Fork River 
Coffee Shop, ftsd.org, and the elementary office. 

 

New Kindergarten Teachers: 

 
Shareena Odell 

 

I was born and raised in Gar-
diner, MT which is the north 
entrance to Yellowstone 
National Park. Growing up in 
this incredible place grew in 
me a love and appreciation 
for the outdoors. I received 
my Bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education with a 

minor in Literacy from the University of Montana. In 2019 
I joined the wonderful community of Frenchtown Elemen-
tary in pursuit of becoming a teacher. 

When I’m not in school I enjoy hiking, camping, going for 
long drives on dirt roads, exploring Missoula, and spending 
time with my family and friends. In the Fall I will be mar-
rying my best friend and becoming Mrs. Musso. Teaching 
Kindergarten has been my dream job for years. It is my 
passion, my joy, and I cannot wait to start shaping the 
minds of the kids in Frenchtown. 

Syndey Kurpius 
Hello! My name is Sydney Kurpius and I will be joining 
your kindergarten team for the 2020/2021 school year. 

I was born in Missoula but grew up all over the USA and in 
Germany, thanks to my dad’s exciting Air Force career.  
After graduating from high school in Ocean Springs, Mis-
sissippi, I received a scholarship to play collegiate soccer at 
William Carey College in Mississippi. I eventually trans-
ferred to Texas State University and graduated with a de-
gree in Geography. I was finally able to follow my dream 
of moving back to Montana when I began a career with the 
Forest Service at the Ninemile Ranger Station in 2002. I 
was a wildland firefighter 
initially but transitioned into 
Geographic Information 
Systems in 2007. After sev-
eral years creating and ana-
lyzing maps and data, I shift-
ed gears and began working 
as a para at my children’s 
school down in Florence. 
That opportunity launched 
me into education and I am 
very excited to be on this 
new journey. 

My husband grew up in Superior and is in fire management 
with the Forest Service at the Missoula Ranger District. We 
have two boys, ages 9 and 11, and two spoiled Golden 
Retrievers. We spend a lot of time outdoors in the moun-
tains when we aren’t watching our boys wrestle or play 
football and baseball. We are incredibly excited to become 
a part of the Frenchtown community.  

New 1st Grade Teacher: 

 
Shannon Pavlik 
 
I am so excited to teach first-grade at 
Frenchtown Elementary School next year.  
I will have a blast meeting new students 
and learning from your amazing team of 
educators. 

 
I have been teaching for 21 years.  I’ve 
taught preschoolers- 4th graders in my 
career and truly loved each age group.  
First grade has my heart, as I have been 
spending the last 5 years with students in 
this energetic, wonderful grade level.   

 

I received my Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education 
from Western Governors University, and am currently 
working on my Master of Science in Curriculum and In-
struction from Western Governors University as well. 

 
Teaching is my passion!  Seeing students grasp a concept, 
use a strategy we’ve covered, or explore their unique inter-
ests and capabilities is so rewarding.  I enjoy the challenge 
of meeting the different learning abilities and styles of 
students.  I also love that first graders don’t judge my sing-
ing voice or dance moves, so I can use song and movement 
to engage students in active learning throughout the day. 

 
I am married and have 3 children, Christopher, Antone, and 
Emma Corrinne.  Christopher is married to my wonderful 
daughter-in-law, Kerri, and they have three amazing chil-
dren who have captured my heart in ways I never imagined 
possible!  Antone lives in Anacortes, Washington and has a 
job I don’t fully understand, but it sounds very interesting, 
he’s a metrologist.  Emma Corrinne lives in Colorado and 
is getting married May 30th to a wonderful young man 
with the coolest last name ever, Connor Conquest. 

 
When I’m not in my classroom, I enjoy kayaking, horse-
back riding, hiking with my dog, and reading about teach-
ing. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to teach in your outstanding 
school district. 
  
New 2nd Grade Teacher: 
My name is Amy Harvey 
and I’m thrilled to be 
joining Frenchtown Ele-
mentary’s second grade 
team next school year! I 
grew up on a farm in the 
Bitterroot Valley and 
graduated from Corvallis 
High School in 2008. At 
Western Washington 
University I earned a 
bachelor’s degree in envi-
ronmental studies, but I 
couldn’t stay away from 
Montana for long. I set-
tled back in the Missoula 
Valley in 2012 and found 
my way into an Ameri-
Corps position with FoodCorps. For two years, I had the 
amazing opportunity to teach nutrition, cooking, and gar-
den-based science lessons to K-5 students throughout Mis-
soula. I then transitioned into the role of School Gardens 
Manager with the nonprofit Garden City Harvest. Although 
I loved my work as “Farmer Amy,” my desire to become a 
classroom teacher grew and I began my next educational 
journey. Now, I am finishing my elementary teaching li-
cense and master’s degree from the University of Montana. 
When I’m not in the classroom, I love to spend time out-
side hiking, biking, and skiing with my friends, family, and 
partner Evan. I look forward to meeting you all in person 
and I can’t wait to join the Frenchtown community! 
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Three GREAT Retiree’s CONGRATULA-
TIONSGoodbyes can be hard.  We wish the very best to 
three amazingly wonderful teachers who have invested 
themselves into kids for many years. They all had an im-
pact on hundreds of kids, parents, and staff. We hate to see 
them go, but wish them well on the next stage of life’s 
journey.  

Below are a few words from their teaching teams and for-
mer students: 

Mrs. Unsworth has had an amazing career in 
Frenchtown. We have loved working with her for 
the past two years and we have learned so much 
from her ourselves! We will miss seeing her each 
day, but we are excited to celebrate her retire-
ment. Congrats Kathy!  

Love, Your Fellow First Grade Teachers 

Here are some sweet notes about Mrs. Unsworth 
from her students from this year and previous 
years at Frenchtown Elementary School. 

 
Mrs. Unsworth is very nice. She is my most favor-
ite teacher ever! She is really cool because she 
likes bugs and is a good math teacher! 

   -Bannack Krastel 

Mrs. Unsworth is a fun teacher. I liked being in her 
class. She is really good at teaching. 

   -Brayden Moran 

Having Mrs. Unsworth as my first grade teacher was really 
fun. The reason I say that is because she has a really nice 
personality and we would often do work outside. Some-
times if we were behaving really good she would buy us 
popsicles and wait outside until the bus came, then we 
could be the first ones on the bus. Another reason I thought 
it was really fun was because if we got done with our 
school work early we could get free time or extra recess, or 
we could play board games. She is definitely in the top 5 
favorite teachers of all time. 

-Ethan Lucier 

I have a lot of great elementary memories because of Mrs. 
Unsworth. I especially enjoyed her dog bone reading chal-

lenge. Making it a contest motivated me to read even more. 
My dog bone pile was so high it reached the ceiling! 
Thanks to Mrs. Unsworth, I rocked the dog house!  

Liv Peters  

Some of my favorite memories of Mrs. Unsworth are: the 
buddy book bags because I loved bringing home a stuffed 
animal and seeing what everybody did with it at their 
house. I liked learning the sign language alphabet and I still 
know all the letter signs because of her class. Another fun 
thing was the go, slow, and whoa foods. I liked figuring 
where the snack each day went. Thank you so much for 
what you taught me Mrs. Unsworth. 

Tru Peters 

 
We are so sad to see Bobbie Cline leave the kindergarten 
wing. We love her sense of humor and good, sound advice. 
She’s calm in a storm and always helps keep things light. 
She creates adorable projects with her students and makes 
sure they have special memories, like cotton candy parties 
with Mr. Cline as a classroom helper. We can’t express 
how much fun we’ve had teaching with her, but we think 
her students put it best…  

She is kind and loving to everyone. Mrs. Cline always gave 
me snuggles when I was sad. – Maycee Scheffer  
Mrs. Cline is super kind.   She let us have reading buddies. 
Being in her class was super fun.  Even though I am in 
third grade, I still like to see her and say hi. – Hattie 
DesRosier 
Mrs. Cline is like family to me. My sister and I would visit 
her often and always give her big hugs before school start-
ed in the morning. Mrs. Cline would take time out just to 
help me. – Rihanna Scheffer 
Mrs. Cline is fun to be with.  She lets us listen to her tell 
jokes. Like “Why was the snowman scared to eat the carrot 
cake?”  She should come to our house when she is done 
being a teacher and bring her kitty cat. – June DesRosier 
Thanks for being part of our kindergarten team and secretly 
being rowdy with us. We wish you the best in this new 
chapter! And, now you get to be Mr. Cline’s boss—enjoy!  

M any, many students love her 
R esponsible, loving, caring 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! 

 
E ager to help 
V ery organized  
E xcited to see kids learn 
R eady to tell a funny story 
E ffervescent and bubbly 
T houghtful 
T eacher 
 

Next Years Teachers: 

We will be sending introduction letters, grades, supply lists 
(ITEMS WILL NOT BE COMMUNITY)  in the mail on 
June 9th. Also, students will have access to new teacher 
introduction videos, letters, and or pictures on our district 
website starting June 15th.  Please feel free to access the 
resources to learn more about your child's classroom teach-
er.   

Notes of Appreciation from families: 
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Mr. Cline has been in Montana Public Education for over 40 years as a teacher, coach, transportation director, athletic 

director, principal, Superintendent and for the last 14 years, the Superintendent of Frenchtown Public Schools.  Mr. 

Cline has left his legacy in these Montana School Districts:  Huntley Project, Colstrip, Sunburst, Whitehall, and 

Frenchtown.   

Mr. Cline is a native Montanan and started his teaching career in Huntley Project.  He received his Masters of Educa-

tional Leadership degree from the University of Montana.  During his career, he has served as the president of the 

Montana Association of School Superintendents in 2015-2016 and was awarded Montana Superintendent of the Year 

in 2013-2014.  Mr. Cline is very active on the state and local level serving on several educational boards.  He knows 

every educator across the state! 

Under Mr. Cline’s leadership, he was able to lead the district through a 19 million building project to open a new mid-

dle school and an addition to the high school on the North Campus.  He established a partnership with the Missoula 

Public Library to bring services to the entire Frenchtown Community.  When Stone Container Paper mill closed its 

doors putting many Frenchtown residents out of work, Mr. Cline again navigated the district through the financial 

hardship by strategic planning to minimize the loss of jobs and keep the educational standards high.   His expertise in 

curriculum development, personnel administration, school facilities, financial management and community engage-

ment is one reason that the Frenchtown District has one of the highest graduation rates in the state.  Mr. Cline 

worked closely with the Missoula County Sheriff’s Department to secure a School Resource Officer in 2019-2020; he 

transitioned the Junior High to a true Middle School; implemented Advanced Placement Classes at the High School 

and added Transitional Kindergarten Program at the Elementary school.  Mr. Cline is a huge Frenchtown Broncs fan 

and proudly attends Frenchtown School events from Elementary Music Concerts, School Plays, to announcing Bronc 

Wrestling!  

Happy retirement Mr. Cline!   
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 

The Frenchtown School Board thanks the community, staff, and     

students for your support through this  unusual time! 

 

We are all in this together! We are Frenchtown! 

 
Debbie Lester 

Jami Romney 

Bryce Simpson 

Gordon Schmill 

David Weber 

Shiloh Lucier 

Teresa Teagle 

Marilyn Thorn 

Randy Cline-Superintendent 

 

 

Have a safe and happy summer!!! 
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