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Dear Patrons 

This year is the most challenging year that I have had in my career. Challenges aside, I am 

pleased that we were able to have completed our fall activities with minimal interruptions from 

Covid.  Unlike many schools, we were also able to have a Homecoming dance.  There were 

many behind-the-scenes challenges that made this possible.  I want to thank all of our activity 

sponsors, bus drivers, concession workers, ticket takers, custodians and coaches, as well as 

Mr. Trofholz, Mr. Bobolz, Mrs. Glock and Mr. Stewart.  These are the people that make things 

possible.  With Covid cases on the rise in Polk County, I am unable to predict what the end of 

the winter sports season might look like.  I do know that things are going to look a little different. 

The Governor and the NSAA have provided a framework of protocols and Directed Health 

Measures that school districts, participants, activity sponsors, officials and spectators will be 

required to follow to keep everyone safe and active.  First of all, everyone who attends our 

winter school events will be required to wear masks. If you plan to come to the school to watch 

an activity, please be sure to bring your mask and plan to wear it for the duration of the 

activity. This is the one thing that people can do to keep others safe. 

Last week, the Governor announced additional Directed Health Measures (DHM) that limit the 

number of people who can attend indoor events. The current DHM allows for 25% of a venue’s 

total seating capacity to be utilized for indoor events. We anticipate that this will limit our 

capacity in our competition gym to 300 and our West Gym to 140. Also, spectators are limited to 
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parents and those living in the same household as the competitor. This will have a profound 

impact on both our home and away events.  We are currently working with other districts in the 

Crossroads Conference to provide more information to parents before our first events take 

place. This may mean that you will no longer be able to just “show up” to an activity and gain 

admittance.  It also could mean that extended family members such as grandparents, who do 

not live in your household will not be able to watch in-person.  

Shelby/Rising City Public Schools will continue to use Striv TV to broadcast sporting events.  At 

this point we are starting to look at other events such as Holiday Concerts to ensure that we are 

following the DHMs as well as copyright laws.  

As we move into these “uncharted waters,” we will post information that you need on our 

website and social media pages.  Other questions can be directed to the school at 

402.527.5946.  

In conclusion, please remember that these restrictions and those that the school uses each day 

are not about us.  These protocols are about our students.  We want to keep them in school and 

involved in activities.  We will not be able to do that if our Covid cases keep rising as they have 

over the last few weeks. This is not just a school thing……..it is something that this entire 

community needs to commit to……...every day.   We owe that to our students. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Kluth, Superintendent 
Shelby/Rising City Public Schools 
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November Newsletter 
 
Cody Bobolz 
Secondary Principal 
 
 
 
Covid Challenges & Remote Learning 
It is fair to say that over the last three weeks, we have had our fair share of Covid-related issues. We 
have seen a major increase in the number of students quarantined. This past week we were near 20% 
of our secondary students out of the building. As a result, many of these students have had to move to 
remote learning. We are fortunate that our technology allows students the opportunity to Zoom into 
classes and still be provided an education even when they cannot physically be in the classroom. 
However, remote learning is not ideal, and it certainly has added stress to everyone’s lives, especially 
our teachers. Many of our teachers are juggling students in the classroom as well as those engaging in 
remote learning, which presents several challenges. We are fortunate to have teachers that are willing to 
go above and beyond for our students and willing to do whatever it takes to make sure our students are 
learning the standards. That being said, it is going to be difficult for our teachers to sustain this juggling 
act if we don’t see improvement in our numbers. Our number one goal from the start of the year has 
been to keep students in the building as long as possible because face-to-face education is the best 
education. If we want to keep kids in school, we must all get on the same page when it comes to 
masking up, keeping social distance, avoiding large gatherings, and using proper hygiene. We are 
stronger together! 
 
 
ICU Update 
I shared with our students at our last Husky 
Recognition Rally how proud we all are that to date, 
our students have completed over 1,200 
assignments! Throughout much of 1st semester, we 
have hovered around 95% of our assignments being 
turned in, which is a great number. However, we are 
starting to see an increase in the number of students 
with multiple assignments on the list, which means 
those students need more time and help. As 
parents/guardians of these students, you are a major 
part of their army and we need your follow-up and 
support in making sure assignments are getting 
turned in. ICU is most effective when everyone 
associated with a student is in his/her corner. We are 
thrilled about how ICU has started out and it will only 
continue to evolve and grow. We are holding 
students accountable for learning the standards and 
building our brick house one assignment at a time.  
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October Students of the Month 
Congratulations to these students on their outstanding academic performance! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back Row- Left to Right: Ryan Graver (9th), Hunter Long (12th), Laura Velasco (11th), Taryn Fischbach (10th) 
Front Row- Left to Right: Karmen Karpisek(8th), Alexis Wetjen(7th), Taylor Morrison(6th) 
 
 
October Staff of the Month 
Congratulations to these staff members for their hard work and dedication to our students! 

 
 
 
 
Accountability - Jennifer Bobolz 
 
Innovation - Lynn Blex 
 
Integrity - Theresa Potter 
 
Service - Sandy Voss 
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I really enjoy the autumn season with its cool weather, striking colors, fun-filled holidays, and, of course, 
Kansas City Chiefs and Iowa Hawkeyes football.  
 
S-RC just completed another successful Red Ribbon Week with fun activities that were enjoyed by all. 
Thank you to the Middle School YADA (Youth Against Drugs and Alcohol) for the activities they shared 
with the elementary each day!  On October 30th, elementary staff dressed as book characters and 
students were challenged to match the teacher with the book they were representing. 
 
November has brought colder weather, and our first day of cancelled school due to icy conditions. 
Please make sure to have students dress appropriately for the weather. The school doors are open to 
students beginning at 7:45. If students are not dressed appropriately, the colder temperatures can make 
being outside for even a few minutes an unpleasant experience. Elementary recess will take place 
outside (unless there is snow, ice, rain, or temperatures dip close to freezing), so please make sure 
coats, gloves/mittens, scarves, and hats are a part of their daily school attire. 
 
The school calendar is posted on the SRC website. Make it a habit to check the calendar weekly. It will 
help keep you informed about upcoming events. With the current Covid-19 situation, events can change 
quickly. Please note that we are trying to keep you as informed as possible.  
 
November 13th was World Kindness Day.  I would like to remind everyone to be kind to all you meet. No 
one ever regrets being kind.  Stay safe and continue to practice social distancing!  
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
 
Mrs. Glock   
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Notes from Nienhueser 
 
     Stop! Name your feeling! Calm Down! These are the calming down steps that the elementary 
students are learning and reviewing. This seems like perfect timing with the craziness of the pandemic 
and an ice storm. We will be working on several ways to calm down when you are experiencing strong 
emotions. Some things we will be working on is belly breathing, counting, and using positive self-talk. 
Some other strategies that can help calm a person are: coloring, going for a walk, reading a book, taking 
a nap, eating a healthy snack, or just talking to someone about how they are feeling. Please share ideas 
with your child(ren) about what you do to calm down in stressful situations and ask them what works 
best for them. 
 
     Our 2nd Graders are hearing the story Eagle Song. This is part of a bullying unit and also covers our 
multicultural unit about accepting people that are different. We are just starting the novel and already 
learning how our actions and words can affect other people. As we continue, we will discuss what 
bullying is: repeated behavior done to take power from someone or leave them out on purpose. Other 
grade levels will get to the bullying unit later in the year. 
 
PBiS Update 
Submitted by Kate Nienhueser 
 

 
 
     Our trend of being tardy is on the rise. There were 101 recorded incidences that students were late to 
school/class during our 21 days of school in October. Being on time is a life skill! Please help encourage 
your child(ren) to be on time and prepared. Even if each of these recorded were just one minute late, we 
are losing almost two hours of instruction time. Most of the time, this is more than just a minute late.  
 
     On a more PAWSitive note, there were over 125 paws given out to students in October. We are 
really proud of our students for staying safe and masking up during this pandemic. Most of the time, 
students are engaged and being active learners. There are also times student are respectful and 
responsible where verbal praise is given. Keep up the PAWSitive behaviors! 
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Feed the Farmer 
On Saturday, October 24th the SRC FFA Chapter and Central Valley Ag Held a FEED the 
Farmer Event at both the Shelby and Rising City CVA locations. FFA Members provided meals 
for farmers that were harvesting or that had already finished harvest to show our thanks for all 
the hard work our farmers have put in this growing season and for supporting the SRC FFA 
Chapter and our COmmunity. We served over 150 meals for farmers and their crew members. 
Big Thank you to Central Valley Ag and all the parents that helped put this event on. 
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ELEMENTARY MUSIC 

 
 
Our elementary students continue to learn how to speak “the language of Music.”  They 
are learning how to understand what they see in the music.  They’re  continuing to learn 
how to express themselves and talk about music using our music vocabulary words. 
 
Each class got to sing some silly Halloween songs at the end of October.  The students 
have also worked on some patriotic music to honor and celebrate our veterans. 
 
Kindergarten has been getting a better understanding of steady beat while learning 
songs with rhyming words.  They’ve learned more about rhythm while singing BINGO and 
have learned more about pitch while singing about a hot dog!  They’ve been singing 
songs that help them with counting.  The students also learned a couple songs that are 
helping them learn how to tell time on a clock. 
 
First Grade is learning more about rhythm while singing songs with long and short 
sounds.  They learned more about pitch and tone color while they listened to recordings 
of different musical instruments.  They’re learning some call-and-response songs and 
have had fun trying to pass a beat around while singing a Japanese folk song. 
 
Second Grade is learning more about dynamics and tone color.  They’re learning that 
music is sometimes more fun when you can share it with a friend.  The students studied 
groups of beats in music.  They worked really hard to share a beat while singing an island 
song and learned a funny song about a donkey. 
 
Third Grade learned more about rhythm and movement while learning a song from 
Africa.  They’re learning about form in music, and they learned a group dance to help 
reinforce that idea.  The students are learning about some Native American stories, 
songs and instruments while they learn about the music they hear all around them. 
 
Fourth Grade has been learning more about rhythm.  The students are learning how to 
find the message or meaning in some of the new songs they’ve been singing.  They’ve 
learned a long song with a refrain full of silly words, and they learned how to dance a 
longways set while singing a folk song. 
 
Fifth Grade wrapped up a section of theme and variation while learning some 
American songs.  They’ve recently started learning about music people brought to 
America from other countries.  They’ve recently been working on songs from Ireland and 
Korea as they continue to learn more about rhythm and dotted notes, ties and slurs, 
ensembles, and harmony. 
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       3rd-5th Grade Science 

In science, 5th grade has been learning about matter through hands-on           
experiments that had students mixing different substances to create slime and           
chemical explosions. 4th grade is getting to know energy. Students created           
egg drop devices made from materials at home to be dropped in the basketball              
gyms. Students have also been working with circuits and making fans that run             
off heat. 3rd grade learned how to read graphs to make weather predictions.             
They then began their engineering pursuit with the creation of the wind            
structures out of specific supplies to compete with fellow students. 

 

3rd-5th Grade Math 

3rd Grade: The third graders are just finishing up with different strategies for 
adding and subtracting large numbers.  We will be starting our multiplication unit 
and the kids are really excited to learn this! 4th Grade: The fourth graders 
finished up with chapter 1 and have moved on to estimating products and the 
distributive property.. 5th Grade: Fifth graders are finishing up chapter 1 and will 
move on to our decimal unit.  We will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and 
ordering decimals.  
 

 

4th and 5th Reading & Language Arts 

4th Grade Reading: The fourth graders were able to vote between two novels             
to do a novel study over. They chose between The Best Halloween Ever and              
Bunnicula. They read the novels and completed a project of their choice. 5th             
Grade Reading: The fifth graders completed a novel study over Holes. They            
read the chapter book in one week and completed a project of their choice. 4th               
& 5th Language Arts: The fourth and fifth graders have been studying nouns in              
language arts. 

 

3rd-5th Grade Social Studies 

The third grade has been learning about why communities pick their location. 
What landforms or bodies of water are near them that affect the communities 
lifestyle, The fourth grade are learning about Native Americans that lived in 
Nebraska. They are looking at their homes, whether they were nomadic or 
farming tribes and tools they used.  The fifth graders are learning about the 
adventures of the European explorers as they discover the “New World” and the 
challenge of how to get to China. 
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                                           3rd Reading & Language Arts 

In reading, the students are learning how to write similes, comparing two things             
using like or as. They are working hard on focusing on the main idea and key                
details from the stories we are reading. In language arts the students finished             
their personal narratives! The students are now working hard on nouns and how             
to make them plural.  

 4th Language Arts 

Mrs. Peterson’s 4th grade language arts class has been focusing on connecting 
students to the world. They wrote letters to veterans and active duty military to 
show their appreciation, Zoomed with the Iowa School for the Deaf to find out 
about what life is like for deaf students as well as learn some new American 
Sign Language, and greeted their new penpals with friendly letters. “They need 
to know that they have a voice and that their voices need to be heard,” Mrs. 
Peterson said. “Part of that is exploring the world around you and building 
relationships that broaden your horizons. The wonder on my students’ faces is 
essential.” This wonder has led to many of the projects and studies the students 
have experienced so far this year. What happens next is up to them. 



From the HEALTHY HUSKIES WELLNESS TEAM! 
 
CLASSROOM SNACK, CELEBRATION AND TREAT POLICY We encourage all students to 
develop lifelong healthy eating practices. Shelby-Rising City Public School is committed to 
the health and safety of all its students. The healthy snack guidelines apply to food 
distributed during the school day as part of a celebration or school party. With the concern for 
those students who have food related allergies, students with certain conditions who react 
negatively to food with high sugar, and the general well-being of all our students and staff, 
we have specific guidelines for food in the classroom.  
 
 

ALLOWED PREPACKAGED SNACKS  
 

o Fresh/dried fruit  o Dips based on low fat yogurt or sour cream  
o Fat Free Pudding Cups  (limited sugar & salt)   
o Fruit or vegetable salsa  o Pita chips   
o Canned fruits (packed in natural juice) o Dried meats (limited salt  
o Cereal Bars  &  preservatives)   
o Yogurt  o Cereal (limited or no sugar)  
o Frozen yogurt or smoothies o Nuts*   
o Peanut butter*  o Cheese   
o Water  o 100% fruit juice   
o Crackers (prefer whole grain or  

· multi grain ) o Ritz chips   
o Graham Crackers o Reduced fat ice cream cups  
o Fruit/nut trail mix, Chex mix  (limited or no candy or salt)  o Popcorn (limited salt)   
o Pretzels  o Bagels (whole grain)   
o Granola Bars (limited or no candy  or chocolate)  o Nutri-Grain Bars  
o Fruit Pouches o Goldfish  
o Welch’s Fruit snack o Single serving fruit cups  
o Applesauce o Sliced Apples with Caramel Packs  
o Raisins o Baked Lays Chips  
o Animal Crackers o Baked Cheetos  

  

For any other snack ideas, please follow the guidelines listed below.  

 

Serving size contains: Calories 200 calories or less Sodium 200 mg or less  
Total Fat 35% of calories or less Saturated Fat Less than 10% of 
calories Trans Fat 0 g  
Sugar 35% by weight or less  
 

 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/tools-schools-focusing-smart-snacks 
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S-RC School Calendar:  CLICK HERE 
 

The Fitness Center is open 
from Noon to 10 PM, Mon - Fri. 

 Just as a reminder:  
If classes or athletic teams are 

using equipment,  
they have priority.  

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In compliance with the Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972:  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended by the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1978; 
 
It is the intent of Shelby-Rising City Public Schools to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in making 
certain discrimination does not exist in its policies, regulations and operations. 
 
The Shelby-Rising City Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, marital status, disability, or age in admission or access to, or treatment of employment, in its programs 
and activities.  Turner Trofholz, Title IX Coordinator, has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
complaints, grievance procedures or the application of these policies of nondiscrimination. 
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https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/825454/2020-2021_School_Calendar.pdf

