
 

 
November 12, 2020  
 
Dear Parents, Community, and Staff of Morris Elementary School District #54: 
 
Good afternoon.  If you would have told any of us that we would still be in school come mid-November, I 
would have thought you were overly optimistic!  Thus far, we have been able to offer in-person learning this 
school year due to the tremendous efforts of our staff, teachers, and YOU! 
 
That being said, we have come awfully close to having to shut down temporarily due to our staff either 
acquiring the virus or being subjected to exclusionary guidelines from the Illinois Department of Public 
Health.  This has happened to several districts in our region and could still happen at District #54. 
 
Therefore, I want to continue to emphasize to everyone the need to have a plan in place should the school 
need to shut down for a period of time (i.e. two-week quarantine) or if the Governor or IDPH forces us to 
close our doors again (similar to what happened back in March).  Please have this plan ready to put into 
action on a very short notice.  For example, almost two weeks ago, on a Sunday afternoon, we were 
evaluating whether or not we would be able to provide the necessary services to our students due to staff 
absences.  The call would have gone out on a Sunday, late afternoon or early evening, notifying you all that 
school would be closed.  
 
Please do not take this an imminent threat or prediction of closure.  I would hope that you have seen that we 
will do everything in our power to keep the doors open so that our students can continue to have in-person 
learning opportunities.  This is just another reminder to plan accordingly and be ready should the need arise 
to have coverage for your kids.  
 
Please let me or one of our building administrators know if you have any questions, and again, thank you for 
all you have done to keep us safe, healthy and present during this crazy 2020 school year!  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Shannon Dudek, Superintendent of Schools   

 


