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Dear Hiawatha Elementary School Families,  
 

The impact of Covid has a substantial ripple effect.  One such area is how our teachers are able 
to instruct and of course, assess.  At the elementary level, our grades are based on standards.  
These standards are year-long, which means that if a child shows mastery of the standard it 
reflects on their progress for the year.   
 
This is important to note as we get ready to share our first quarter’s grades.  At the elementary 
school, our year began late, we focused on reforming the vital relationships our students share 
with our staff, and we endured a remote learning necessity.  Each of these variables has had an 
impact on our teachers’ ability to cover the same amount of material as we historically do, as 
well as our ability to adequately ensure that students have mastered the content.  
 
Therefore, grade cards may look different this year. For example, some grades that are typically 
reported in the first quarter may be left blank or marked that they are still in progress.  This may 
be because the class has not had an opportunity to cover the material, yet.  It could also mean 
that students are still learning and making progress in that standard.   
 
Beyond your child’s regular education teacher, our co-curricular (specials) teachers, also have 
altered from the normal.  Each co-curricular class is taught weekly and rotates between the four 
grade-level classrooms.  That means, depending on when students had a class, we may have had 
an altered schedule, learning mode, or quarantine situation. In light of that, our co-curricular 
teachers will be sending a narrative report on the content covered in their class and will address 
specific needs on a case-by-case basis with individual students.     
 
Our commitment remains the same, we want to provide the highest quality of instruction, and 
maintain an open, honest line of communication between our teachers and our student’s 
families.  Report cards aid in that communication as they are a tool we use to share the 
progression each child takes toward mastering the necessary skills in their grade.   
 
Thank you for your support and partnership with our teachers and school as, together, we work 
to benefit our students and their learning this year.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Paul Carver 
Hiawatha Elementary School Principal 


