
Families and Community Members, 

As leaders of your Fond du Lac County schools and districts, we would like to thank you for 

your support and partnership as we continue to strive for in-person instruction.  Collectively, 

we welcomed back thousands of students and staff to our schools in September, in different 

models.  As we have all witnessed since the pandemic began, individual and collective actions 

impact the health of our community and our schools.  While there are many factors beyond our 

control, taking steps to mitigate the risks by following the safety precautions is something that 

we all can do - and we need everyone doing this together for the mitigation to work.  What you 

do matters! 

As the weather turns colder, more activities will move indoors bringing increased exposure and 

possible transmission of colds, flu, and COVID-19.  As we navigate through the holidays, how 

we gather and what we do during this time will affect our ability to provide in-person 

learning.  Please see the attached document or go to this LINK.  The next two months will be 

important as we see how the spread (or lack of spread) will impact all of our schools.  Together, 

we are asking for your assistance to help keep or get our schools open for in-person education. 

In order to have the best chance for in-person learning, we need you to do the following: 
1. Practice the health and safety guidelines from the Fond du Lac County Public Health 

Department for preventing the spread of COVID-19 including: practicing physical 

distancing, avoiding large group gatherings, using face coverings, and washing hands 

frequently. 

2. Complete a daily health screen for all members of your family for the symptoms of 

COVID-19. 

3. Stay home when you aren’t feeling well, and contact your health care provider or the 

public health department regarding COVID-19 test options as soon as possible if any 

symptoms occur. 

4. Be cautious about all gatherings and consider limiting exposure to large groups, which 

increases the community transmission of COVID-19. 

These collective efforts will help to keep the number of cases and quarantines low so that we 

can provide in-person instruction at all of our schools without having to close buildings.  We 

are a strong community that can do amazing things.  Together, we can slow the spread of 

COVID-19 by practicing physical distancing, wearing a face covering, washing your hands 

frequently, and being thoughtful with how we gather.  Happy Holidays!  We are Stronger 

Together! 

Sincerely – Your Fond du Lac County School Leaders 
 Sharon Simon – Interim Superintendent 

Fond du Lac School District 

Dr. Mary Whitrock – Superintendent 

The Ripon Area School District 

Aaron Sadoff – Superintendent 

The School District of North Fond du Lac 

Paul Amundson – District Administrator 

Campbellsport School District 

Father Zoy Garibay – Rector-President 

Saint Lawrence Seminary 

 

 

 

Wayne Weber – Superintendent 

Rosendale-Brandon School District 

Stacey Akey – President 

St. Mary’s Springs Academy 

David Schroeder – Principal 

Winnebago Lutheran Academy 

Luke Wagner – Administrator 

Fond du Lac Christian School 

David P. Lecker – Principal 

Redeemer Lutheran Grade School 

John J. Wertschnig – Principal 

Holyland Catholic School 
 

Dr. Vance Dalzin – Superintendent 

School District of Oakfield 

Steve Hill – District Administrator 

Waupun School District 

Ron Smyczek – Principal   

Shepherd of the Hills Catholic School 

Joan Schlaefer – Principal   

St. Matthew Catholic School 

Justin Krause – Principal   

St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Mt. Calvary 

Mark Buteyn – Administrator   

Central Wisconsin Christian 

Aaron Hartwig – Principal   

St. Paul’s Ev.  Lutheran School, NFDL 

 

 

 

https://www.fdlco.wi.gov/home/showdocument?id=24865
https://www.fdlco.wi.gov/departments/departments-f-m/health-department/covid-19-coronavirus
https://www.fdlco.wi.gov/departments/departments-f-m/health-department/covid-19-coronavirus


As many people begin to plan for the holidays, Fond du Lac County Health Department offers
following considerations to help protect individuals, families, friends and our community from
COVID-19. Gov. Tony Evers signed Executive Order #94 which advises Wisconsinites to stay

home to save lives. Practicing safe celebrations are key to keeping those we care about
healthy, give us the best chance to keep schools open for in-person education, and help keep

our healthcare system from being overwhelmed. 
See Fond du Lac County Safe Restart Guidelines and Recommendations

Several factors contribute to the risk of getting infected or infecting others with the virus that causes
COVID-19 at a gathering, such as the community levels of COVID-19, number of attendees at a
gathering, the behaviors of attendees prior to and during the gathering, and more. Overall, when

planning what to do during the holidays, consider alternative ideas this fall and winter to reduce the
risk of spreading the virus that causes COVID-19. 

See the CDC's Holiday Celebrations and WI DHS Holiday Guidance            
for more considerations and alternative ideas.
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Tips for safer celebrations
this HOLIDAY SEASON
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VIRUS SPREAD RISK AT HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

Having a meal with only people who live in your household.
Preparing meals for family & neighbors, especially those at higher risk
of severe illness from COVID-19, and delivering them in a way that
doesn't involve contact with others.
Having a virtual get-together with friends & family.
Shopping online rather than in-person.
Watching sports events, parades, and movies from home.

Large indoor gatherings with people from outside of your household.
Participating or being a spectator at a crowded event. 
Going shopping in crowded stores.

Having a smaller number of friends and family who live in your
community over for a meal. Consider hosting outdoors, if possible.

See CDC's recommendations on hosting gatherings or cook-outs.
Attending a small outdoor event with safety precautions in place, such
as physical distancing and mask wearing.

LOWER RISK ACTIVITIES

MODERATE RISK ACTIVITIES

HIGHER RISK ACTIVITIES
Avoid these to help prevent spread of the virus

https://www.fdlco.wi.gov/home/showdocument?id=24861
https://www.fdlco.wi.gov/departments/departments-f-m/health-department/covid-19-coronavirus/fdl-county-safe-restart
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html#fall-celebrations
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/community.htm
http://www.fdlco.wi.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/personal-social-activities.html#gatherings


Have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and have not met the criteria for when it is
safe to be around others.
Have symptoms of COVID-19.
Are waiting for COVID-19 test results.
May have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the last 14 days.
Are at increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19 or live or work with someone
who is at increased risk.

Individuals who:

Stay home if you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and get
tested. Stay home while awaiting results.
Avoid contact with people who are sick.
Stay at least 6 feet away from people who don't live in your home.
Wear a cloth face covering or mask when appropriate.
Wash hands often with soap and water or use hand sanitizer with a
least 60% alcohol.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue. Wash hands after coughing
or sneezing.
Regularly clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces,
such as doorknobs, remotes, and light switches.
Get vaccinated against the flu to keep you healthier overall.

Keep it small. Ensure the space you are using allows for proper physical distancing
between guests.
Host outdoor activities rather than indoor activities as much as possible. If indoors,
increase ventilation by opening windows to the extent that is safe and feasible
based on weather. 
Ask guests to avoid unnecessary contact with people outside of their households for
14 days before the gathering.
Serve a plated meal (food on individual plates before handed out) and not family
style (food in shared dishes where people serve themselves).
Be informed of travel risks. Travel increases the chance of getting and spreading the
virus that causes COVID-19. 

Fond du Lac County Health Department
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IF YOU DECIDE TO HAVE A GATHERING, KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN MIND:

PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS AROUND YOU

PEOPLE WHO SHOULD NOT ATTEND IN-PERSON HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS

Tips for safer celebrations
this HOLIDAY SEASON

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/index.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/travel.htm
http://www.fdlco.wi.gov/



