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November 11, 2020 

T0: Students and Parents of ECPHS 

RE:  Transition to Distance Learning until Tuesday, Dec. 1 

The present COVID-19 epidemic has been difficult on all of us.  The decision to transition to 
distance learning has been made in order to keep our students, teachers, and community safe. 
Since Oct. 28, ECPHS has had ten students test positive for the COVID-19 virus with these 
positive tests resulting in the quarantine of almost 2/3’s of our student population.  By moving 
to distance learning we have shifted our educational focus toward the delivery method that 
serves the vast majority of our enrollment at this time.  We take the education of our students 
very seriously, so we are asking for your help. 

Since students are no longer physically attending ECPHS, we need extra support from home to 
engage our students.  It is not our intent for students to fail; it is our intent for students to 
learn, engage, attempt, and succeed! 

From our District Return to Learn plan:  

Distance Learning may be asynchronous (student and teacher not online at same time) or 
synchronous (student and teacher are online at the same time). Our primary learning management 
system will be Google Classroom, it is within this general management system that all our online 
learning activities will be communicated 

As you can imagine, it is very difficult and complex for our teachers to handle the balance 
between asynchronous and synchronous learning. The asynchronous model can work, but it 
requires the student to exhibit initiative and work more independently. If your child struggles to 
work independently, I highly encourage you to take advantage of the synchronous model. We 
have asked our teachers to make sure they are available each day during the normal class 
times to communicate, instruct, assist, and monitor progress.  School is still in session, and we 
are ready, willing, and able to assist. I would highly encourage our students to take advantage 
of the synchronous model as this is more equivalent to traditional, in person learning 

I know that taking advantage of the synchronous schedule will be challenging for some. All 
students in the district have been provided a Chromebook, however, if internet issues occur at 
your home, the Chromebook is not as effective as a tool.  Here is some helpful information: 

1) Internet is available on the North side of the Middle School.  We have several students 
who take advantage of this by sitting in their vehicles and completing their work. 
Some cell devices will “hot spot”, you may be able to utilize the Chromebook using 
this feature. 
 



2) If home internet is an issue, try downloading the Google Classroom app to your smart 
device (phone or tablet) and utilize your cellular signal.  If the student can TikTok, 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, or Snap Chat then they can engage via the Google 
Classroom. Students know this, and are quite capable of accomplishing what they 
WANT to do with limited resources.  

 
3) Turning in work can be done easily.  A free app I use on my iPhone all the time is 

Genius Scan.  It allows you to scan work you have done on a piece of paper into a .pdf 
file.  This is much better than taking pictures of assignments! Picture files can be very 
difficult to read and decipher. 

 
4) Please know that students have all day to complete their work, teachers will not be 

recording distance learning attendance until the following day. Work does not have to 
be completed by the end of the school day (3:04 PM) but must be done by midnight. 

 
5) If students are having trouble logging into their Chromebooks, the issue may be the 

login username they are using.  Only the district provided username will work on the 
district provided Chromebooks. (firstname.lastname@ecpbadgers.com) The password 
is their “lunch number.” 

 
6) We can provide paper packets, but to be honest this is the least engaging method. 

Please make sure you have exhausted all options before choosing this method. It is 
the student’s responsibility to contact teachers and let them know this is the option 
needed.  It is also the student’s responsibility to pick-up and turn in these packets in 
a timely manner. 

 
7) Lastly, please encourage your child to communicate with teachers.  All students have 

the ability to email their teachers or directly contact them through the Google 
Classroom. They can also call the High School at 580-788-2565.  

 

Our teachers are amazing and their worlds (and yours) have been turned upside down, as well.  
They are learning, on the fly, how to do a job they were never trained to do.  Delivering 
education via distance learning is very hard, fluid, and complicated!  Our teachers amaze me 
with the strides they have made since March.  We are better at this than we were in August. We 
are better at this than we were last week. We will continue to get better as we evolve. 

Finally, all HS Students need to make sure they are checking their email several times per day 
during this distance learning phase.  They also need to join The Elmore City-Pernell HS Google 
Classroom (https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/NjYzMzYxMjUxNzBa ).  They can email me at 
gwillis@ecpbadgers.com for the join code. 101 of our current students are already a member of 
this page. 

Let’s Make ECP the Best it can BE! (Vir-tu-a-ly) 

  

ECPHS Principal 


