
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE PLATTE-GEDDES SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #11-5 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2020 

 

President J. Sondgeroth called the regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Platte-Geddes School District 

#11-5 to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 9, 2020, in the Library at the Platte-Geddes High School.  The 

meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Members present: Jess Sondgeroth, Ross Varilek, Duke Starr, Heather VanDerWerff, Dennis DeBoer,  via Zoom:  

Ross Van Zee 

   

Members absent:     Roxi Summerville 

 

Others present: Superintendent Joel Bailey, Business Manager Kathy Holter, Secondary Principal Patrick 

Frederick, Elementary Principal Jennifer Knecht, Mark Burket, Sadie Hanson, Darren DeNeui, 

Randal Brumbaugh, Tom Olsen, and Jason Huizenga.  Via Zoom:  Erin Walstad, Trina Olsen, 

Julie Bultsma, Regan Holleman, Frank Cutler, Phyllis Daum, Ashley Frederick, Staci Erickson, 

Sara Stekly, Shawn Wynia, Donna Duba, JR Johnson, Trisha Frandsen, Nicki Nelson, Bobbi 

Mushitz, Kristen Konechne, Jesse Block, Amanda Block, Teresa Nelson, Wendy Wollman, 

Roxane Dyk, Lacee Mills 

 

Additions or deletions to this agenda 

The following item was added to the printed agenda:  Amend 2020-2021 School Calendar.  Jenna and Josh 

Veurink were removed from Public Participation. 

 

Approve agenda 

Motion D. DeBoer, seconded D. Starr approving the agenda as amended.  All members present voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Motion R. Varilek, seconded D. DeBoer approving the following consent agenda: 

 Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on Monday, October 12, 2020 

 Authorize Payment of Claims for November 20, 2020 

 Approve Report of Cash Transactions dated 10/31/2020 

 Void Check #42457 to Josh Oltmans in the amount of $25.00 

 Void Check #42466 to Jared VanDerWerff om the amount of $25.00 

 Approve the following to substitute teacher list:  Sandy Ringling, Patti Gerlach, MaKenzie Oberbroekling, 

Chelsea Schrank, Donna Picek 

All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Participation 

Randal Brumbaugh questioned the board of education regarding the vision of the athletic complex and stated 

his concerns with the facility.  

 

Tom Olsen addressed the board regarding the mask mandate.  

 

Routine Business  

 Conflict of Interest Disclosures and Consideration of Waivers 

 None 

  COVID-19 Report 

  Mr. Mark Burket, CEO of Platte Health Center Avera, was present to give an update on the present COVID-

19 situation in the area.  Last month he reported a positivity rate of 42% in the community.  Over the last 

month, the rates have fluctuated somewhat.  The most recent information he has received reported a 

positivity rate of 58% in the community. 

 

  Mr. Burket thanked the Board of Education for the mitigation measures they have adopted and stressed the 

importance of taking safety measures when in large groups, whether in school, in the community, or in 

other social gatherings.  One of his main concerns is the ability to care for all patients who require care.  

The increase in COVID-19 positive cases has put a strain on hospital bed capacity and workforce 

availability.  Mr. Burket made a plea to everyone to continue taking appropriate mitigation measures to 

slow the spread and reduce the number of positive cases in our area. 

 Good News Report 

  Supt. Bailey congratulated the boys and girls cross country teams for qualifying for the state meet and Katie 

Holter for placing 22nd.  The Cheer and Dance Teams were also congratulated for receiving second in Pom, 



third in Hip Hop, and fourth overall at the state competition.  Members receiving All-State Honors were:  

All-State Cheer Team – Kalee Dykshorn and Carly Reiser, All-State Class A Dance Team – Carly Reiser, 

Kallie Walstad, and Sadie Rasmussen.  Regan Hoffman was also recognized for achieving the 1,000 digs 

milestone in volleyball. 

 

  The Platte-Geddes Quiz Bowl Team defeated Tripp-Delmont last week and Canistota today in the Q107.3 

competition. 

 

  Taryn Starr was chosen for the “Touchstone Energy Scholar of the Week” award.  She was featured on 

KSFY earlier tonight and also will be Tuesday morning between 6:00-7:00 a.m.   

 

  The Platte-Geddes Football Team was congratulated on advancing to the 2020 9AA State Championship.  

A pep rally will be held at the athletic complex on Wednesday afternoon.  The game will be played on 

Thursday, November 12th at 11:00 a.m. 

Superintendent Report 

 Supt. Bailey reviewed information from the South Dakota Department of Education 2019-2020 District 

Report Card.  Information regarding College and Career Readiness, College Preference, and College and 

Career Preparedness was shared with the board. 

 

 Supt. Bailey has applied for a Suicide Prevention Grant.  The grant is funded by the Cook Center for 

Human Connection and would bring the Hope Squad program to the school.  The Hope Squad is a peer-

to-peer suicide prevention program with the following goals:  create a safe school environment, promote 

connectedness, support anti-bullying, encourage mental wellness, reduce mental health stigma, and prevent 

substance misuse.  Award winners will be announced on November 16. 

 

 Current procedures being used in regards to COVID-19 close contacts and presumptive close contacts were 

reviewed.  

 

 The district received notification from the Department of Environmental and Natural Resources that post-

excavation sampling of the soil around the abandoned fuel tank that was removed did not reveal any 

significant petroleum or hydrocarbon concentrations.  Therefore, the department will not perform any 

further testing or remediation. 

Business Manager Report   

The district received official notification from the Department of Education that they successfully met the 

FY2020 annual financial reporting requirements that included the reporting of the district’s financial data, 

monthly cash balances and teacher compensation. 

To date, ten staff members have taken leave due to COVID-19 related situations. 

An ad for substitutes was placed in the newspapers, on the district website, and on Facebook.  As a result, 

five more substitute teachers have been secured.  K. Holter thanked those who have inquired and are willing 

to help the district at this time. 

Governor Noem has announced the launch of K-12 Connect, a program to provide internet service at no 

cost to eligible K-12 students in their homes for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. Eligible 

households will receive a letter indicating eligibility and identifying a telecommunications company to call 

to access free internet service through K-12 Connect. Households must meet all three requirements to be 

eligible: have at least one student currently enrolled in an accredited South Dakota K-12 school, meet the 

income eligibility guidelines for the free and reduced school lunch program, and must not have been 

subscribed to a fixed broadband internet service as of July 1, 2020. 

The School Finance Accountability Board passed a resolution which removes from the calculation of an 

excess monthly cash balance amount the funding received by the school district to their general fund from 

the Coronavirus Relief Funds. In other words, schools will not be penalized for an excess cash balance as 

a result of receiving CRF funds. 

 Elementary Principal Report 

   The elementary staff has been discussing the December 17 Christmas Concert performance. The tentative 

plan is to hold one performance at 7:00 in the evening.  Students will perform on the risers with only their 

classmates. Only "immediate family members" of each elementary child will be invited to attend the 

concert in person. The concert will be livestreamed via "Black Panthers Live" for grandparents, aunts, 

uncles, cousins, and all other interested family members and friends to enjoy. This is a tentative plan and 

is subject to change. 

The week of November 16-20, 2020 is American Education Week. This is an opportunity to celebrate 

public education and to honor the individuals who are making a difference in ensuring that every student 



receives a quality education. American Education Week specifically celebrates America’s public-school 

systems because they serve and educate EVERY child.  Mrs. Knecht thanked all staff in the district for 

contributing to the success of our students. 

   Secondary Principal Report 

The day to day operations in the 6th-12th grade building continue to run in a smooth manner. Due to the 

mitigation procedures currently in place, the district has been able to keep students and staff in the buildings. 

Students and staff are continuing to follow the mask mandate and other practices in place for the safety of 

everyone. With the prediction that the COVID spike will continue for up to 10 more weeks, Mr. Frederick 

feels that the district must not let up on following the safety measures currently in place. Staff, students, 

parents, community members, and all stakeholders must continue to work together in this effort. 

Mr. Frederick congratulated Taryn Starr for being selected as the Scholar of the Week for the week of 

November 9th. Taryn appeared on KSFY News’ broadcast at 6:00 p.m. tonight and will again tomorrow 

morning at 6:00 a.m. 

 Mid Central Coop Report 

   Supt. Bailey reported on the recent Mid Central Educational Cooperative meeting held November 9, 2020. 

 Core Educational Coop Report 

 Supt. Bailey reported on the November 5, 2020 Core Educational Cooperative meeting. 

Finance Committee Meeting Report 

The Finance Committee met to review CARES Act expenditures and current and future expenditures for 

the Coronavirus Relief Fund. Jay Nelson from Johnson Control shared information about the Atmos Air 

Bipolar Ionization Air Purification System that could be added to the existing HVAC system to help combat 

COVID-19 and other air borne illnesses. The committee did not feel the Atmos Air System was worth the 

investment due to an inability to show its effectiveness and its overall cost. 

The committee also discussed a recommendation by the administration to offer the Platte-Geddes staff 

members a COVID-19 essential worker retainer for additional time they have had to put in to prepare for 

remote learners, personal purchases for cleaning and other school supplies, and additional duties that are a 

result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The administration is recommending that full-time staff members 

receive a $1,000.00 stipend and part-time employees receive a retainer based on their rate of employment.  

K. Holter distributed information on how the CARES ESSER Grant has been spent and year-to-date 

purchases with the Coronavirus Relief Funds. 

 Return to Learn Plan and Elementary Mask Mandate 

 Supt. Bailey reported that overall, the procedures within the Return to Learn plan have been working very 

well and he does not recommend changes at this time. 

 

 At the October 12th school board meeting, the board decided to mandate masks in the elementary building 

and revisit the decision at the November meeting. With the installation of sneeze guards in all elementary 

classrooms, students are allowed to remove their masks during independent work time. Based on the current 

infection/positivity rates and substantial community spread, the administration strongly recommends 

continuing with the district-wide mask mandate until the rates decrease. 

Second Reading of Amended, Deleted, and New Policies 

 Motion D. DeBoer, seconded R. Varilek approving the following new and amended policies:  ACAA: Sexual 

Harassment, DIBGA: Custodial Funds, DIC: Financial Reports and Statements, DIE: Audits, BDDG: 

Minutes, DB: Budget, DH: Bonded Employees and Officers, DI: Fiscal Accounting and Reporting, DIB: 

Types of Funds, DFG: Insufficient Checks and No Accounts Checks, DDA: Gifts and Donations to District, 

DJC: Bidding Requirements, BHAA: Board Member Education, BHA: New Board Member Orientation, 

BHB: Board Member Development Opportunities, BHD: Board Member Compensation and Expenses, 

JECG: Education of Students in Foster Care, JFB: Education of Homeless Children, DHA: Internal Controls 

Policy, JFGA: Law Enforcement and Department of Social Services Student Interview Policy, IGA: Basic 

Instructional Program, IGBA: Special Education and Related Services, JECB: Open Enrollment, JEDB: 

Student Dismissal, JEG: Exemptions from School Attendance, JFC: Student Conduct, JFCC: Student 

Conduct on School Buses.   All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Appoint Delegate Assembly Representative and Alternate 

 ASBSD’s Delegate Assembly is the time to establish the state school board association’s legislative direction 

and share views on key legislative topics. Appointed delegates will vote on ASBSD’s resolutions and 

standing positions, which set the legislative path for the 2021 legislative session. This year’s Delegate 

Assembly is set for Friday, November 20 and will be held via the online webinar platform Zoom beginning 

at 1 p.m. (Central) due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Motion D. Starr, seconded H. VanDerWerff appointing 

Ross Van Zee as Delegate Assembly Representative and Jess Sondgeroth as alternate.  All members present 

voted aye.  Motion carried. 

COVID-19 Critical Infrastructure Worker Retainer 

 During the Finance Committee Meeting last month, board members discussed several ways in which the 

Coronavirus Relief Funds could be spent. At that time, only a few schools were paying their staff with the 



funds. Since the meeting, the number of cases in the state, community and district have increased 

significantly and have increased workload and stress. Administration strongly feels that our staff have risen 

to the challenge and deserve a Critical Infrastructure Worker retainer. American Education Week is 

November 16-20 and the administration is recommending all full time employees receive pay of $1,000.00 

to recognize and reward their efforts. Less than full time employees would receive a prorated amount.  

Motion H. VanDerWerff, seconded R. Van Zee approving the COVID-10 Critical Infrastructure Worker 

retainer.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Amend 2020-2021 School Calendar 

 Motion R. Varilek, seconded D. DeBoer amending the 2020-2021 School Calendar to reflect no school on 

Thursday, November 12 due to the football team qualifying for the State 9AA Football Championship game 

in Vermillion.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Set Time/Date for November Board Meeting 

 The December School Board Meeting will remain as scheduled on December 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the High 

School Library.  

 

Adjournment 

Motion R. Varilek, seconded D. DeBoer to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m.  All members present voted aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      _______________________________ 

President                Business Manager 
 


