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When individuals come together to tackle a challenge openly, goals and 

processes are more aligned, and the approach has a higher chance of success. Our 

schools and partners have thoroughly explored what the educational experience 

and a successful return to school looks like during a pandemic. We have engaged 

in creative problem-solving and co-design approaches that we hope will meet the 

needs of our students, educators, staff, schools, district, and community during 

this public health crisis. Also, we hope to complement other community 

mitigation strategies, minimize disruption to teaching and learning, and most 

importantly protect our students and staff. 

 
This plan was developed in collaboration with the Columbiana County Health 

Department, school district administrators, teachers, parents, students, and other 

school districts within Columbiana County and across the state of Ohio. 

 

As schools start to reopen, the health and safety of our students, staff, and 

community is paramount. COVID-19 transmits quickly and having students gather in classrooms again involves inherent risk for students and staff. 

While the science about COVID-19 is evolving, it will be important to remain vigilant and quick to respond to new developments. Continuing to 

keep children physically out of school could have long-term detrimental effects on academic progress, mental and emotional well-being, and 

behavior, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics. Our students rely on our schools for academic and social development, basic needs, and 

for mental and emotional well-being. Additionally, our students and parents rely on the structure of the school day for much needed daily routine. 

Schools are fundamental to child and adolescent development and provide our students with social and emotional skills, safety, reliable nutrition, 

physical, speech, and mental health therapy, and opportunities for physical activity, among other benefits.  

 

Although our understanding of COVID-19 continues to evolve, one thing that has remained constant is that using multiple layers of protection to 

defend against infection is critical. Every adaptation to COVID-19 has been challenging. There will be changes to how children will be transported to 

and from school and what the typical school day will look like. These types of adaptations are especially important to ensuring that students and staff 

are able to return to school safely. This document provides a framework for our school district to safely reopen schools while also helping students 

and staff reduce the risk of exposure and prevent the spread of COVID-19 in our community. 
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The number one goal throughout the reopening process is safety. There are school personnel and students who may be at a higher health risk because 

of their age and/or compromised medical conditions, and simply following the well-established guidelines may significantly lower their risk of 

exposure. 

 
While any one action may not have significant impact on minimizing the spread of COVID-19, 

the use of multiple precautions is intended to have a cumulative effect on reducing the spread of 

the virus. There are a number of steps our schools will take when students and staff are in school. 

These action steps can help prevent the spread of COVID-19 infections and are summarized in 

Figure 1. All stakeholders should acknowledge that COVID-19 policies are intended to mitigate, 

not eliminate, risk of infection. 

 

Social Distancing: Strict adherence to a specific size of student groups (for example: 10 per 

classroom, 15 per classroom, etc.) will be discouraged in favor of other risk mitigation strategies 

like social distancing. There is likely a greater impact of social distancing on risk reduction of 

COVID-19 in secondary schools than early childhood or elementary education. There are also 

different barriers to successful implementation of many of these measures in older age groups 

compared to younger students, as the structure of secondary schooling is based on students 

changing classrooms and moving freely throughout the school building. Keeping a distance of 

three to six feet or more between people adds another layer of prevention against the spread of COVID-

19 by minimizing the chance of coming into contact with the virus through respiratory droplets. 

Distancing of three to six feet is key in preventing droplet spread when speaking loudly, singing, or 

playing a musical instrument, which have been connected to increased respiratory droplet spread. School 

staff will try whenever possible to maintain a three to six-foot social distance among students and staff in 

all school environments, including classrooms, hallways, restrooms, cafeteria, playground, drop-off and 

pick-up locations, and school buses. Where social distancing is difficult, face coverings are even more 

essential.  

 

Symptom Checks: Since COVID-19 spreads rapidly, it is essential that students, parents, and staff, conduct daily health checks prior to going to 

school, which should include taking the student’s temperature and assessing their symptoms. Anyone with symptoms or a temperature above 100°F 

should stay home. Our schools will take the temperatures of students and staff as they enter the building using specialized software, equipped with 

thermal imagining and temperature gauges that will be positioned at the building entrances and other designated locations. 

 

 

 

Figure 1 
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Handwashing: Students and staff will practice frequent handwashing for at least 20 seconds when 

hands are dirty, before and after eating, and after using the restroom. Our schools will provide 

opportunities for students throughout the day for handwashing. Some teachers may also implement a 

handwashing schedule or allocate a designated handwashing time depending on the age of the student. 

To supplement handwashing, our schools will provide hand sanitizing stations throughout the buildings 

in high traffic areas, entrances, and classrooms. School personnel will instruct students and staff to use 

the hand sanitizer regularly. Additionally, students and staff should avoid touching their mouths, noses, 

and eyes since the virus easily enters the body through these membranes.  

 

Students Showing Symptoms of COVID-19 at School: If a student or staff member begins to show symptoms or has a temperature above 100°F 

while at school, they will immediately be separated from other students and staff, given a face covering, and monitored by a staff member wearing 

appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) while also maintaining physical distancing when possible. The space where an individual waits 

before he or she goes home will be separate from the nurse’s office and other areas students are likely to visit. Areas of the building that were 

occupied by the person exhibiting symptoms will be thoroughly sanitized. School medical personnel will refer those displaying symptoms of 

COVID-19 to an appropriate health care professional or testing site. Local health departments will also be contacted in the case of positive or 

suspected COVID-19 cases in a school building. Local health professionals will also help to identify potentially infected or exposed individuals and 

assist with appropriate notifications and contact tracing. Individuals who potentially have been exposed should follow quarantine and other 

recommendations from local public health officials and their medical provider. Our schools will monitor daily attendance of students and staff for 

trends. Importantly, sick leave and absence policies will not penalize staff or students for staying home when symptomatic or in quarantine. Students 

and staff who have suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cannot return to school until they meet CDC criteria for return. Our school district will be 

prepared with appropriate plans (see Educational Plans & Options) for excessive absences. Individuals who test positive for or are suspected to have 

COVID-19 must experience an improvement in symptoms and isolate for 10 days and be symptom free for a minimum of 24 hours before returning 

to school. 

 

Quarantine for Individuals Diagnosed or Exposed to COVID-19: Pursuant to Ohio Department of 

Health guidelines, families and staff should notify the school if they have been exposed to COVID-19 or 

if they, or any members of their households, have been diagnosed with or presumed to have COVID-19. 

Also, they should notify the school if they are in quarantine. Personnel and students with known 

exposure to someone with diagnosed or presumed COVID-19 must self-quarantine at home for 10 days. 

Personnel or students who travel to a location with known community spread may choose to self-

quarantine at home for 10 days. Our schools will continue to work with our local health department on 

COVID-19 surveillance activities by tracking attendance and notifying the local health department of significant increases in absenteeism. Personnel 

and students with confirmed or presumed COVID-19 must meet conditions prescribed by the Ohio Department of Health and their local health 

departments prior to returning to school. These conditions may change frequently, and our schools will maintain frequent communication with the 

local health department regarding these guidelines. 

 

Addressing Potential Flare-Ups: It is expected that there will be flare-ups of COVID-19 cases as determined by the Ohio Department of Health or 

local health department. Flare-ups will need to be addressed by implementing additional measures beyond these current precautions. Potentially, our 
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school buildings may need to close for purposes of cleaning and sanitizing or in recognition of high levels of student or staff illness (see Educational 

Plans & Options). In the event of a flare-up, our schools will follow additional precautions set forth by the Ohio Department of Health and the local 

health department. These precautions may change frequently, and our schools will maintain frequent communication and work closely with the local 

health department regarding these guidelines.  

 

Use of Space and Time: The impact of these health and safety guidelines will drive the need for creative and solutions-oriented approaches to 

effectively use school space and time. Our schools will be faced with identifying ways to schedule, group, and transition students in ways that are 

consistent with health and safety restrictions. Flexibility will be important in the current environment. School spaces will be easily accessible for 

regular sanitization and will be furnished with sanitization stations or the ability to frequently wash hands. Cleaning, sanitizing, and avoiding shared 

materials reduces the chance that students and staff will come into contact with viruses found on surfaces. The sharing of supplies and materials will 

be minimized and if items must be shared, sanitized between each user. Additionally, our schools will clean all surfaces frequently, paying close 

attention to high touch areas and shared materials, and make sanitation wipes or disinfectants labeled for use against COVID-19 available. Finally, 

there will be plexiglass shields located throughout school buildings, including in the school’s main office and cafeterias to provide additional 

protection for students and staff. 

 

Student Desks: The CDC recommends that schools space student desks at least six feet apart when feasible. In many classrooms or areas, six feet 

between students is not feasible without limiting the number of students. Recent research and evidence suggest that spacing as close as three feet may 

approach the benefits of six feet of space, particularly if students are wearing face coverings and are asymptomatic.  

 

Face Coverings: Students in Grades 3-12 will be required to wear a face covering. Students with pre-

existing health issues or those who may be considered high risk are strongly encouraged to a wear face 

covering and request preferential seating in the classroom. Wearing face coverings is especially important 

during times of elevated community spread, particularly when social distancing is not possible. School 

settings are especially high risk for community spread. Although school aged children are less likely to 

become severely ill, they often are carriers of the virus and can spread it to school staff or family 

members at home, some of whom may also be high-risk. Additionally, those family members can then 

carry the virus to others in their workplace and community setting. Face coverings are critical to preventing the spread of the virus from person-to-

person. School staff will be required to wear face coverings unless it is unsafe to do so or where doing so would significantly interfere with the 

learning process. Exceptions to staff members wearing face coverings include:  

• Facial coverings that in the school setting are prohibited by law or regulation  

• Facial coverings that are in violation of documented industry standards  

• Facial coverings that are not advisable for health reasons  

• Facial coverings that are in violation of the school’s documented safety policies  

• Facial coverings are not required when the staff works alone in an assigned work area  

• When there is a functional or practical reason for a staff member to not to wear a facial covering in the workplace 
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Class Transitions: The manner in which students and staff move throughout a school building during the school day will be deserving of deliberate 

design. Elementary school students will transition throughout the school at designated times and in coordination with other classrooms and/or grade 

levels to support social distancing and decrease student contacts. In some cases, teachers and other staff members will transition between classrooms. 

Class transitions pose a significant challenge for middle school and high school students. Due to the make-up and nature of secondary school 

classrooms, not all students are within the same grade level which reduces the effectiveness of class transition coordination. Middle school and high 

school students will have access to assigned personal lockers but will not be permitted to congregate at their lockers between classes and are expected 

to practice social distancing as much as possible during a class transition. Staff members will be present in the hallways during class transitions to 

make sure students are adhering to these guidelines and report promptly to class. 

 

Limiting Visitors: The Ohio Department of Health recommends that schools should, as much as possible, 

prohibit visitors from entering school buildings. Visitations to our schools will be limited to those 

enrolling new students or for emergency situations. Temperature and symptom checks will be required for 

all visitors. In cases where our schools have partnerships with community organizations, health care 

providers, and local government agencies, staff of these partners will be allowed into our schools 

following the same precautions as school personnel. Moreover, there are many adults who are not 

employed by a school district but who remain a part of routine school life, such as student teachers, 

college faculty observing student teachers, delivery personnel, etc. These individuals will be treated as 

school personnel. 

 

Extracurricular/Co-curricular Activities: The Ohio Department of Education continues to collaborate with the Ohio Department of Health and 

Ohio High School Athletic Association, Ohio Music Education Association, and others to determine practice and athletic routines to be implemented 

for the safe operation of extracurricular and co-curricular activities. Our schools will work with the local health department and our stakeholders to 

determine the appropriateness and practical realities of whether to continue these activities. Participation in each activity will need to be determined 

based upon maintaining the guidance distributed by each organization. Alternative methods for practice, instruction, rehearsal, and performance will 

be considered to maintain maximum participation while minimizing health and safety risks. No athletic or extra-curricular team camps or extended 

stay camps will be authorized by the school district. Participation in school activities is voluntary and every individual will need to evaluate the risk 

versus the benefits of extracurricular and co-curricular activity participation. 

 

Field Trips: At this time, field trips present too many risks that could compromise the health of our students and staff. Therefore, field trips that 

typically involve students being in close proximity to each other, navigating large crowds, increased interactions with strangers, and other 

unpredictable circumstances will be avoided. 

 

Student Entrance: Students will only be permitted to enter through a single school building entrance. A single entrance will be used so as to 

effectively check the symptoms of all students as they initially report to school and to safely prop open doors to reduce a high touch surface. All 

preschool students will enter and exit via the E-13 door. Elementary students will enter the elementary building using one of three entrances. Students 

riding the bus will enter through the E-6 door. Kindergarten and First Grade students brought to school by a parent or guardian will enter through the 

E-3 door. Second, Third and Fourth grade students who are brought to school by a parent or guardian will enter through the E-4 door. The entrance 

for middle school students will be designated as the main lobby/foyer door and for high school students this entrance will be designated as the main 

entrance in the front of the high school building.  
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Expectations of Students: Students will be expected to implement and exhibit specific behaviors different from those prior to the COVID-19 

pandemic. This general change in behavior is designed to protect their own health, the health of their classmates, and the community. Student Codes 

of Conduct and the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) framework will be reviewed with students and updated to reflect these 

expectations. It is important to recognize that educators, children, and families may experience stress, confusion, fear, anger, sadness, or anxiety 

during the return to school. As a result, students may display increased negative and disruptive behaviors. For students to be successful, our schools 

will address and support students’ safety, social-emotional health, and wellness needs. Therefore, our schools will adapt our PBIS systems to include 

common behavior expectations specific to student health and safety guidelines. 

 

Communication: Effective communication will be essential to a successful school reopening experience. Our schools plan to communicate the 

health, safety, and logistical practices to students, parents, staff, and community members using the methods outlined below. The newness of the 

school reopening experience will require more than the usual level of communication and, in some cases, repetition. Any adjustments to student 

expectations or routines will continue to be shared with parents. Communications will also include important dates, events, and other aspects of the 

education experience.  

 • School District Website: www.myepschools.org 

 • All Call system 

 • Push notifications using the EPCSD mobile app 

 • Student & Parent Email 

 • School District Social Media websites 

• Classroom specific tools: Class Dojo, Remind 101, Google Classroom, ProgressBook 

 

Transportation: The transportation of students in a manner that is safe for both students and staff is of utmost importance. Students who are being 

transported to school via school bus are at increased risk for transmission by nature of being in an enclosed space for an extended period of time. 

Additionally, school buses often transport children from multiple grade levels from different parts of the community. Therefore, an effective 

transportation plan will require careful consideration and additional procedures that will align to each school building. On the school bus, student 

noncompliance with the face covering requirement will result in a denial of transportation. Bus drivers will also be required to wear a face covering 

while driving and will follow specific cleaning protocols at the end of each trip. These protocols include disinfecting all seats, handles, and other high 

touch surfaces. Only one student will be permitted per bus seat unless the students share the same household. Parents and guardians should check the 

symptoms of their students, including temperature, prior to releasing them to the school bus stop. Students will load the bus from the back to the front 

and unload the bus from front to back. For example, the first student on the bus will sit in the last seat and the last student on the bus will sit in the 

first seat. Similarly, when unloading, students in the first seat will be unloaded first and students in the last seat will be unloaded last. As buses arrive 

at the school, upon the start of the school day, they will be unloaded one at a time to increase traffic flow and to adhere to social-distancing 

guidelines.  
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Custodial and Maintenance: The COVID-19 pandemic has required extra precautions be taken to protect 

the health and safety of students and staff by ensuring regular cleaning and sanitizing. Custodial and 

maintenance personnel play key roles in ensuring a safe and clean environment for all. The Ohio 

Department of Health guidelines state the following:  

• Face coverings and gloves will be worn by custodial and maintenance staff, and proper training for 

COVID-19 transmission and disinfection of facilities will be provided.  

• Each classroom will be properly disinfected after use. At the middle school and high school, this 

may result in each classroom being sanitized and cleaned multiple times a day.  

• Like classrooms, all bathrooms and other common spaces will be properly disinfected on a 

frequent and regular basis.  

• Internal doors will be propped open wherever and whenever possible to minimize touching of surfaces.  

• Our schools will also determine sanitizing schedules, protocols for cleaning surfaces in specific areas of the building, and checklists for 

cleaning before and after school. 

• Preschool classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized between the morning and the afternoon sessions. 

In general, elimination of high-touch surfaces is preferable to frequent cleaning. For example, classroom doors may be propped open rather than 

having students open the door when entering and leaving the classroom. In general, students will not be expected to clean surfaces. 

 

Special Education: Every student with a disability is entitled to a free and appropriate public education and to special education services based on 

their individualized education program (IEP). Studies show that students receiving special education services may be more negatively affected by 

distance-learning and may be disproportionately impacted by interruptions to their regular education. It may not be feasible, depending on the needs 

of the individual student, to adhere to social distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. Attempts to meet the needs of all 

students with a disability is often dictated on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Substitute Teachers: Traditional substitute teachers will not be used to provide class coverage when teachers are sick or otherwise out of the 

building. Students that have a regularly assigned teacher that is not in attendance, will be monitored by a full-time floating substitute teacher 

employed by the school district that will be in the building daily. Students may also be sent to study hall or monitored by another teacher that is in 

attendance to complete assignments that were left by the regular classroom teacher if the floating substitute teacher is not available or covering 

another classroom.  

 

Cafeteria - Breakfast & Lunch: Students are encouraged to bring and use commercial water bottles to school rather than using the building 

drinking fountains. Elementary students will receive breakfast in their grade level hallway and breakfast will be eaten in homeroom classrooms. 

Elementary students will eat lunch in the cafeteria. Students will enter the cafeteria and sit in designated seats to allow for proper social distancing. 

Elementary students will not stand in line for lunches, they will be served their meal by the cafeteria staff. Students will have a choice of three entrees 

and a choice of a fruit and a vegetable. Middle school and high school students will continue use the cafeteria and gymnasiums (as needed) for lunch 

while maintaining safe distancing whenever possible. Social distancing markers will be used within the cafeteria to distance students while waiting in 

line. Plexiglass barriers will be placed at each lunch table and between each student in each schools’ cafeteria. Student breakfast will be served in a 

grab and go format. Middle school students will receive breakfast in the middle school gym and high school students will receive breakfast in the 

high school cafeteria. After receiving breakfast, students will report directly to their 1st period class. There will be no self-serve or share-table stations 

for students. There will also be a limited a la carte menu. 
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Recess (elementary school): Weather permitting, students will go outside for recess. Each student will receive a tote with various supplies for 

outdoor activities. Indoor recess will be held in homeroom classrooms.  

 

Confidentiality: Should a student or staff member be diagnosed with COVID-19, EPCSD and Akron Children’s Hospital, our health care provider, 

will communicate information as appropriate and in accordance with all privacy regulations. 

 

High Risk Students and Families: All students, across all grade levels, will have the option to complete coursework virtually if a family does not 

want to send their child(ren) back to school (see Bulldog Online). 

 

Immunizations: Existing school immunization requirements will be maintained and not deferred because of the current pandemic. 

 

Bulldog Online Learning Academy: Bulldog Online is a virtual option for students that goes beyond the 

virtual learning from the end of last school year and allows a complete subject to be self-paced. While this 

online learning will meet the same Ohio learning standards as our East Palestine Schools’ curriculum, it 

will not necessarily mirror the same pacing or activities that are delivered in the brick and mortar school 

classrooms. A student may only commit to attending Bulldog Online at the beginning of a new grading 

period or school year. Additionally, after students commit to attending Bulldog Online, they must 

complete the entire grading period before returning to face-to-face learning.  

 

Technology Distribution: Students who elect to not report to school due to health or medical concerns, should contact the school district secretary 

(330-426-4191) to request access to a school district owned Chromebook. Wi-Fi hotspots are also available but may be limited in their reach and 

within certain geographic areas.   
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Tier 1 Plan: There are many reasons why it is important for students to attend school in person. Schools provide important services that students 

may not be able to access during a school closure. Returning to school during the COVID-19 pandemic may not feel like normal – at least for a 

while. But having school plans in place can help keep students, staff, and families safe. However, even with these educational and safety plans in 

place, a few students with high-risk medical conditions may need to continue remote learning. In some parts of the country where there is no 

coronavirus outbreak, classes may resume as normal, with districts prioritizing healthy hygiene practices. There are many parents and students who 

prefer a return to a traditional classroom experience. For many students, this is the most appropriate and effective environment for teaching and 

learning. At the same time, there is recognition that what goes on in the classroom is already undergoing change and transformation. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages: 
 Students are back in school with their peers and teachers with familiar routines 

 Parents can resume normal work schedules 

 

Disadvantages: 
 Highest risk for exposure and transmission of the virus.  

 If an outbreak occurs, schools will have to shut down and immediately begin remote learning. 
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Tier 1 (100%) - Expectations  

Parents & Caregivers 
● Conduct a student wellness check including temperature prior to 

sending a student to school.  Students with temperatures over 
100°F should stay home. 

● Provide a face covering for your student to wear. 
● Notify the school of your preference to attend meetings in 

person, via phone, or using a virtual platform should the need 
arise 

● In person meetings should follow appropriate physical distancing 
protocols and it is required that face coverings be worn when 
entering, exiting, and moving around the building. 

● Conduct a personal health screening prior to coming to a school 
building and do not come if you are running a fever higher than 
100o F or showing other symptoms 

● Ensure contact information is up to date in the event the nurse 
needs to contact home. 

Students 
● Wearing a face covering is required for students in Grades 3-12. 
● Wearing a face covering is required when working directly with 

staff (i.e.- one-on-one, small group instruction, etc.) and when 
distancing cannot be maintained. 

● Wearing a face covering is required when working closely with 
other students in small groups or lab settings. 

● Maintain maximum physical distance from peers whenever 
possible.  

● Stay to the right when traveling down hallways and staircases. 
● If desired, use supplies provided to spray desk, chair, and any 

common materials needed  
 

Teachers & Other Staff Members 
● Ensure classroom setup of desks provides physical distancing for students. 
● Wear a face covering according to the face covering policy  
● Ensure students maintain physical distance whenever possible.  
● Provide reminders, issue warnings, contact parents/caregivers, and report 

repeated expectation violators to the office. 
● Eliminate shared classroom materials. 
● Keep the classroom door open to maximize airflow and reduce the number of 

touches to door handles. 
● Use supplies provided to spray desks, chairs, and any common materials needed 

before new students transition into the room 
Custodians 

● Make sure teachers are provided with all supplies needed daily including 
disinfectant and paper towels. 

● Disinfect common areas based on a schedule provided by school administration.  
This includes but is not limited to door handles, handrails, toilets, stalls, and 
sinks. 

Bus Drivers 
● Wear a face covering while students are on the bus. 
● Provide reminders to students of bus expectations- 1 per seat, wear a face 

covering, seated facing forward. 
● Provide reminders, issue warnings, contact parents/caregivers, and report 

repeated expectation violators to the office. 
● Ensure the bus is disinfected following the outlined safety protocols. 

Administration 
● Ensure classrooms are physically distanced. 
● Ensure classrooms are properly disinfected. 
● Ensure supplies are readily available for custodians and teaching staff. 
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Tier 2 Plan: There is never a replacement for the relationship and magic that happens when teachers are able to effectively engage with students. If 

it becomes necessary for the implementation of Tier 2, our schools will reduce the logistical barriers without comprising East Palestine quality. This 

blended learning option incorporates aspects of both in person and remote learning to achieve a student’s educational goals. Within our schools’ Tier 

2 Plan, students will report to school in person two days per week while remaining at home the other three days. Students at the elementary school 

will be designated to report to school based on the equal division of class lists while students at the middle school and high school will report to 

school alphabetically based on last name (see Tier 2 Expectations). Preschool classrooms will continue to follow state mandated ratios and make 

necessary room modifications to continue to provide services on the same weekly morning or afternoon schedule.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages: 
 The number of students and staff members inside school buildings are limited, making it easier to comply with social distancing and other 

safety practices. 

 Students who are in most need of academic and special supports receive them in face-to-face interactions. 

 

Disadvantages: 
 There still exists some risk of exposure and transmission of the virus. 

 While in Tier 2, working parents may object to their children missing out on in-person attendance and find it incompatible with their work 

and/or childcare schedules. 
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Tier 2 (50%) – Expectations (in addition to Tier 1 expectations) 

Elementary School: 

Monday:  Color Code Brown - students based on equal division of class lists 

Tuesday:  Color Code Brown - students based on equal division of class lists 

Wednesday:  Color Code Orange - No School (deep cleaning by custodial and maintenance staff) 

Thursday:  Color Code White - students based on equal division of class lists 

Friday:  Color Code White - students based on equal division of class lists 

Note: Students within the same household should attend school on the oldest household members designated school days. 

 

Middle School–High School: 

Monday:  Color Code: Brown – students with last names A through L 

Tuesday:  Color Code: Brown – students with last names A through L 

Wednesday:  Color Code: Orange – No School (deep cleaning by custodial and maintenance staff) 

Thursday:  Color Code: White – students with last names M through Z 

Friday:  Color Code: White – students with last names M through Z 

Note: Students within the same household, despite having a different last name, should attend school on the oldest household members designated 

school days. 
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Tier 3 Plan: The education community’s experience with remote learning over the past months has been eye opening. Educators and parents found 

themselves needing to learn how to use new technology and gaining an understanding of how technology can form a meaningful component of a 

student’s learning experience. Remote learning, regardless of one’s experience, will continue to play a role in the education of our students in some 

manner. At a minimum, should our schools close due to a flare-up of COVID-19, or should a student need to be quarantined, remote learning will be 

an important contributor to sustaining educational benefits. Even prior to the pandemic, our schools had made significant investments in technology. 

Remote learning will be available and considered as an option for students and staff for the entire school year, as many families will have higher-risk 

health concerns or may not feel comfortable with in-person instruction until a vaccine is available. In the event of an outbreak, our schools must be 

prepared to enter Tier 3 at a moment’s notice. Should a move to Tier 3 become necessary, this information will be widely communicated to staff, 

students, parents, and the community. Our schools’ remote learning plan will include aspects of both online and hard-copy assignments. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantages:  

 This is the lowest-risk tier. 

 Students and teachers with underlying health conditions that put them at a higher-risk from COVID-19 or who have family members in those 

high-risk groups can continue learning and working. 

 

Disadvantages:  

 Some students may need more support and could fall further behind. Despite broad efforts to provide devices and Wi-Fi access to students 

this past spring, students in many areas still do not have computers or the internet at home. Others live in environments that are not conducive 

to learning. 

 Student, parent, and teacher burnout are of concern.  

 Students in classes that require lab work and hands-on experiences, miss out on valuable opportunities. Collaborating and socializing with 

fellow students suffers. 

 Keeping students physically and emotionally engaged is more difficult. Athletic programs, extracurricular activities such as drama and music, 

and physical education classes, which are important for students’ emotional and mental well-being, are limited or cancelled. 
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Tier 3 (0%) - Expectations 

Parents & Caregivers 
● Monitor student progress on coursework. 
● Develop a school schedule to keep routines in place for students while 

working from home. 
● Communicate questions and concerns immediately to staff. 
● Monitor and support student progress through a remote curriculum 

with parent/caregiver access to the curriculum and progress 
information. 

Students 
● Students will not come to a school building for instruction  
● It is recommended students follow a schedule to complete remote 

learning, assignments, and assessments.  
● The remote learning curriculum will meet the same standards as our 

schools’ curriculum, but it will not necessarily match the same pacing 
or activities that are delivered in school buildings. 

● Students will have access to courses in all core areas (English language 
arts, mathematics, sciences, and social studies) 

● Students will have limited access to special area courses and elective 
courses. 

● Communicate questions and concerns immediately to teachers. 
● Students and teachers will participate in virtual check-in meetings 

designed to support student course progress and provide opportunities 
for students to connect with each other. 

● Students will earn grades for their work. 
● Students may or may not be able to continue to participate in after-

school activities at their school building, including extra-curricular 
activities 

Teachers & Other Staff Members 
● Teachers will support students by assisting with use of the remote learning 

platform, pacing, and providing feedback on assignments and assessments. 
● Students and teachers will participate in virtual check-in meetings 

designed to support student course progress and provide opportunities for 
students to connect with each other. 

● Teachers will be available for support during office hours, sessions will be 
outlined by the teacher 

● Teachers will grade work in a timely manner. 
Technology Department 

● The district will provide a Chromebook for each student to use at home if 
needed; students will not be asked to share devices among different 
households. 

● The district will help support families without WI-FI access. 
● The district will provide assistance when technology issues occur.  

Administration 
● Ensure each student has access to remote learning at home, either in an 

online or hard-copy format. 
● Monitor and assist teachers in the delivery of content for students. 
● Implement appropriate grading procedures and work from home 

guidelines for teachers.    


